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The Great Salvation. 

"How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?" – HEB. 2:3. 

This question is addressed to Christians, and not to the 

unconverted, as is often supposed. This the context proves. Paul, or 

whoever wrote this epistle, addressed it to the church. It seems 

peculiarly adapted to converted Jews, who were familiar with the 

writings of the Old Testament. We have in this epistle some of the 

most earnest exhortations to be faithful to the Lord, and the very best 

reasons and motives given for our encouragement. The text and 

context are of this character. If we are Christians we will find much 

applicable to us. It is important that we should, in order to get the 

benefit of the exhortation, remember that it means us. "How shall we 

escape, if we neglect?" On account of certain facts referred to in the 

first chapter, the second opens with: "Therefore, we ought to give the 

more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time 

we should let them slip." This certainly must refer to Christians; and 

there is danger of losing what we have received, unless we do give 

heed. 

The idea is suggested that neglect of the truths would cause 

them gradually to slip away from us. Backsliding is a gradual 

process, caused by neglect of truth and neglect of duty in obeying the 

truth. These are related to each other, and it seems that either may 

come as the cause of the other. The only safeguard against back-

sliding and consequent falling away if persisted in, is to advance. 

Standing still seems to be impossible. In the sixth chapter the apostle 

seems to make falling away the alternative of going on to perfection. 

The Lord has arranged our life as a current against which we must 

row if we would go up, and he has placed the reward, the Great 

Salvation, at the head of the stream. If we would gain the prize, we 
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must "run," "strive," "fight," or "overcome." If we fold our arms, we 

shall glide downward. It is easy to go with the multitude, but it is 

difficult to stem the flood, and we may be sure, "This vile world is 

not a friend to grace; to help us on to God." What is worth having is 

worth striving for, and God has in both natural and spiritual things 

placed the valuable out of sight, or where it can be gained with 

difficulty. Our appreciation of the value of anything is shown by the 

earnestness with which we strive for it. We should be constantly 

seeking to know more of the truth of God for the purpose of obeying 

it. If we seek for truth merely as a theory to gratify our own curiosity, 

or for the purpose of showing our ability to cope with those who hold 

error, our intellect may be stuffed at the expense of our affections. 

Religion without love to both God and man, is as the body without 

the spirit – dead. 

Charity or love is the crowning excellency of Christianity, and 

is necessary to fit for the Great Salvation. "Add to your faith; virtue, 

and to virtue, knowledge; to knowledge, temperance; to temperance, 

patience; to patience, godliness; to godliness, brotherly kindness, and 

to brotherly kindness, CHARITY." 2 Pet. 1:5-7. Love is last, and 

greatest. These additions secure the abundant entrance into the 

Kingdom of God. (Ver. 11.) Without the last all is vain. "Though I 

speak with the tongue of men and angels and have not love I am 

become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have 

(the gift of) prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all 

knowledge; and though I have all faith so that I could remove 

mountains and have not love, I AM NOTHING." 1 Cor. 13:1,2. 

There is a kind of knowledge that cannot be gained from books, but 

comes by experience as a fruit of the indwelling of the spirit of God. 

"He that loveth not knoweth not God, for God is love." 

Love is an experience, and includes in it an earnest desire for 

the well-being of the object loved. Until we have sympathy and love 
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for mankind, such as would prompt us to do all in our power for their 

salvation, we cannot know God. To know him thus is to be in unison 

or fellowship with him, and hence is eternal life. page 6 

The apostle gives a contrast between the former dispensations 

and the gospel. In order to appreciate the question, "How shall we 

escape if we neglect?" it is necessary to see this contrast. 

"God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 

times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days 

(gospel dispensation) spoken unto us by His Son." Heb. 1:1,2. God 

spoke then, and the same God speaks now, but there is a contrast in 

the agencies – Then by the prophets, now by His Son. Moses the 

prophet and law giver of the old dispensation, and who was "faithful 

in all his house as a servant" (3:5) "received the law by the 

disposition of angels." Acts 7:53. It was "ordained by angels in the 

hand of a Mediator." (Moses, type of Christ.) Gal. 3:19. But Christ, 

the Prophet and Law Giver of this dispensation, is higher than the 

angels, "as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name 

than they." Ver. 4. His official position is "Lord of all," dead and 

living, Heavens and Earth, angels and men. He has been "appointed" 

by his Father, "heir of all things" – Creator, Upholder and Saviour. 

Ver. 2,3. He has the brightness of his Father's glory and the express 

image of his person, and hence is in a peculiar and emphatic sense, 

God's power, page 7 Wisdom, Love and Word, the embodiment of 

all the fullness of the Godhead. His superiority to the angels is well 

established and is the basis of the superiority of the gospel 

dispensation. While Moses was faithful as a servant over the house 

of servants, Christ was faithful as a Son over the house of sons. Ch. 

3:5,6. 

"For unto which of the angels said he at any time, thou art my 

Son;...And again I will be to him a Father and he shall be to me a 
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Son;" And again he saith, "Let all the angels of God worship him." 

Ch. 1:5,6. 

Of the angels he saith; "Who maketh his angels spirits, and his 

ministers a flame of fire." "Are they not all ministering spirits sent 

forth to minister to the heirs of Salvation?" Ver. 7,14. But unto the 

Son he saith, "Thy throne, Oh God is forever and ever."...And "Thou 

Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundations of the Earth, and the 

Heavens are the work of thy hands; they shall perish, but thou 

remainest, &c." This certainly refers to the old creation, as it was "in 

the beginning" or first stage of its existence, and is to be changed also 

by his power and put on its beautiful garments of the perfect state. 

The work of Creation in all its parts is of God through Christ. "In the 

beginning was the Word" and by him God spake and it was done 

commanded and it stood fast. 

The same Word was made flesh Jno. 1 but was still "God – 

manifest in the flesh" and in the body prepared became a sacrifice 

for sin. And the same mysterious Name "which no man knoweth but 

he himself" – "The Word of God," goeth forth conquering and to 

conquer, when his army of assistants are with him, "Kings and 

Priests" to reign on the Earth." Rev. 5:10 and 19:11-15. 

The value of the Great Salvation which is offered in the gospel 

can be appreciated when we remember that all the Father gives his 

son, the Son will share with his Bride. And in view of the superiority 

of the Lord Jesus the question of the apostle can be appreciated; "If 

the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and 

disobedience received a just recompense of reward, how shall we 

(under Christ) escape if we neglect so Great Salvation? 

J. H. P. 
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STRAIGHT PATHS. 
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Make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be 

turned out of the way: but let it rather be healed." – HEB. 12:13. 

Such is the command of the apostle; but there is evidently a 

careless disregard of it among many of the professed Christians of 

to-day, as is shown by their lives and testimony. When we see those 

who profess to be followers of Jesus joining in the world's pleasures, 

and clad in the world's garments, we are led to believe that they have 

little care as to the paths they are making, and whether younger 

Christians coming after them will be turned out of the way, or 

established in the way, by their example. 'Tis true they are often 

heard to confess their sinfulness – their wanderings and short-

comings; but seldom are they heard to warn others of the dangers that 

lurk by the way. They are never heard to tell the new-born soul to 

beware; that they should not love the world, but should come out, 

and be forever separate from it – from its sinful fashions and 

pleasures. No, we do not hear this; but we do hear these worldly-

conformed professors ridiculing the very idea of plain dress for 

Christians; and with all their might do they uphold church fairs, 

festivals, parties, etc., laughing to scorn any who desire to lift their 

voices against them. Thus the crooked paths are being made, and 

scores of precious souls are being turned out of the way by those who 

should be "lights in the world." 

Take the evil of fashionable dress – that great and deadly evil, 

which is so fatal to spiritual life, and which is a ruling passion, and 

especially the besetting sin of the female heart. Oh, for a voice like a 

trumpet, to sound forth words of warning to my sisters in the 

churches. Are we adorned with the "modest apparel which becometh 

women professing godliness?" Let us look well to the paths we are 

making in this matter. It is so easy for some new-born soul to be 

turned out of the way by our examples. Some weak one who has just 

begun to look to us to see what we do, and how we dress. 
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– Banner of Holiness. 
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The Example of Christ. 

It is only since his divine form has arisen before my soul, that 

I have learned to know the true condition of man. Formerly, by 

comparing myself with what was small, I appeared great in my own 

eyes; but since I have compared myself with him, how insignificant 

have I become. When we hear a man whom we feel to be truthful and 

humble speaking great things of himself, it has a humiliating effect 

upon us. And when the Savior utters such words as, "I do always 

those things that please him" and I do believe it to be in very truth 

that he utters this – I then become conscious of what man, who is 

created in the image of God, ought to be. 

When I see how, in all things, he sought not his own glory, but 

that of his heavenly Father, I am ashamed of my ambition; when I 

see how he came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, I am 

ashamed of my pride; when I see how he took the cup which his 

Father gave him and drank it, I am ashamed of my disobedience; 

when I see how he bore the contradiction of sinners against himself, 

and when he was reviled, reviled not again, I am ashamed of my 

impatience and my passion. Nothing has so subduing an influence as 

my Savior's example. – A. Tholuck. 
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In Memoriam. 

[On the death of Eld. Geo. Storrs.] 

The news of Bro. Storrs death (Dec. 28th, 1879,) reached us 

too late for insertion in last issue. As then stated our brother had just 

entered his 84th year and was quite ill. He was we believe a "faithful 

servant," and will soon "enter into the joys of our Lord." We mourn 
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the loss of a friend and brother in Christ yet, "not as those who have 

no hope." The great Deliverer, is at hand and assures us "I have the 

keys, of death and Hades." 

 

The well-worn armor is laid by! 

Thy faithful watchmen fall, O Lord, 

They gather up their feet and die, 

And wait their coming King's reward. 

 

Herald of truth, thy last farewell 

To earthly toils and scenes is given, 

No stain upon thy mantle fell, 

Thy record is laid up in Heaven. 

 

How little know the heedless crew 

In church or state, that by their side 

A witness, humble, faithful, true, 

Has lived long years for truth and died. 

 

In this dark world God's sons are veiled; 

It knew not Christ nor knows his 

friends, 

They watch and wait to be revealed, 

When He, their Life, from Heaven 

descends. 

 

Rest veteran, in thy tomb awhile, 

'Twill not be long ere thou shalt rise 

To greet thy heavenly Leader's smile, 

And take from him the victor's prize. 
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Surely the night is almost gone, 

And the millennial morn is near, 

Sentinels are falling, one by one, 

And leave the remnant weeping here. 

 

Come, Jesus, is thy remnant's call 

That first went up from Patmos' land; 

Come, heal the wounds of Adam's fall 

With the blest touches of thy hand. 

 

JOHN LYLE. 

 

Newark, N.J., Jan., 1880. 
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Bible class department. 

 

The Three Witnesses. 

"There are three that bear record in Heaven; the Father, the 

Word, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are one." – 1 John 5:7. 

In Lange's Critical Commentary, in reference to this passage 

we read: Said words are wanting in ALL THE GREEK CODICES; 

also in the CODEX SINAITICUS [the oldest existing MSS] AND 

IN ALL THE ANCIENT VERSIONS, INCLUDING THE LATIN, 

as late as the 8th century; and since that time they are found in three 

variations. Notwithstanding the Trinitarian controversies they are 

NOT REFERRED TO BY A SINGLE GREEK FATHER OR BY 

ANY OF THE OLD LATIN CHURCH FATHERS. 

The American Bible Union version [probably the best modern 

translation] leaves out the passage and adds the foot note, "The words 

omitted are wanting in all ancient copies." 
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They are pronounced an interpolation by such authorities as Sir 

Isaac Newton, Benson, Clarke, Horne, Griesbach, Tischendorf and 

Alford. 

In Hudson's Greek and English concordance we read: "The 

words are found in no Greek MSS. before the 15th or 16th century, 

and in no early version, unless, says Alford, pure caprice is to be 

followed in the criticism of the sacred text; there is not a shadow of 

reason for supposing them genuine. Tischendorf says, that this 

spurious addition should continue to be published as a part of the 

epistle, I regard as an impiety, etc.; and President T. B. Woolsey: "Do 

not truth and honesty require that such a passage should be struck out 

of our English Bibles; a passage which Luther would not express in 

his translation, and which did not creep into the German Bible until 

nearly fifty years after his death?" 

Dr. Adam Clarke, the learned Methodist commentator, in his 

notes on this passage, says: "It is likely this verse is not genuine. It is 

wanting in every MS. of this epistle written before the invention of 

printing, one excepted – condex motfortii, in Trinity College, Dublin; 

the others which omit this verse amount to one hundred and twelve. 

It is wanting in both the Syriac, all the Arabic, Ethiopic, the Coptic, 

Sahidic, Armenian, Slavonian, &c.; in a word, in all the ancient 

versions but the Vulgate; and even of this version many of the most 

ancient and correct MSS. have it not. It is wanting, also, in all the 

ancient Greek Fathers; and in most even of the Latin....To make the 

whole more clear, that every reader may see what has been added, I 

shall set down these verses, with the inserted words in brackets: 

"6. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit 

is truth. 7. For there are three that bore record [in heaven, the Father, 

the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one. 8. And there 

are three that bear witness on earth.] the Spirit, and the water, and the 

blood, and these three agree in one. 9. If we receive the witness of 

men, the witness of God is greater," &c. Any man may see on 
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examining the words that if those included in brackets, which are 

wanting in the MSS., and versions be omitted, there is no want of 

connection; and as to the sense, it is complete and perfect without 

them, and, indeed, much more so than with them. I shall conclude 

this part of the note with observing, with Dr. Dodd, "That there are 

some intervals and accidental remarks which may render the passage 

suspected, for the sentence is complete, and the sense more clear and 

better preserved without it. Besides, the Spirit is mentioned, both as 

a witness in heaven and on earth; so that the six witnesses are thereby 

reduced to five, and the equality in number or antithesis between the 

witnesses in heaven and on earth is quite taken away. Besides, what 

need of witnesses in heaven? No one there doubts that Jesus is the 

Messiah, and if it be said that Father, Son, and Spirit are witnesses 

on earth, then there are five witnesses on earth, and none in heaven; 

not to say that there is a little difficulty in interpreting how the Word 

or the Son can be a witness to him. 

orities as Sir Isaac Newton, Benson, Clarke, Horne, Griesbach, 

Tischendorf and Alford. 

In Hudson's Greek and English concordance we read: "The 

words are found in no Greek MSS. before the 15th or 16th century, 

and in no early version, unless, says Alford, pure caprice is to be 

followed in the criticism of the sacred text; there is not a shadow of 

reason for supposing them genuine. Tischendorf says, that this 

spurious addition should continue to be published as a part of the 

epistle, I regard as an impiety, etc.; and President T. B. Woolsey: "Do 

not truth and honesty require that such a passage should be struck out 

of our English Bibles; a passage which Luther would not express in 

his translation, and which did not creep into the German Bible until 

nearly fifty years after his death?" 

Dr. Adam Clarke, the learned Methodist commentator, in his 

notes on this passage, says: "It is likely this verse is not genuine. It is 

wanting in every MS. of this epistle written before the invention of 

10 



printing, one excepted – condex motfortii, in Trinity College, Dublin; 

the others which omit this verse amount to one hundred and twelve. 

It is wanting in both the Syriac, all the Arabic, Ethiopic, the Coptic, 

Sahidic, Armenian, Slavonian, &c.; in a word, in all the ancient 

versions but the Vulgate; and even of this version many of the most 

ancient and correct MSS. have it not. It is wanting, also, in all the 

ancient Greek Fathers; and in most even of the Latin....To make the 

whole more clear, that every reader may see what has been added, I 

shall set down these verses, with the inserted words in brackets: 

"6. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit 

is truth. 7. For there are three that bore record [in heaven, the Father, 

the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one. 8. And there 

are three that bear witness on earth.] the Spirit, and the water, and the 

blood, and these three agree in one. 9. If we receive the witness of 

men, the witness of God is greater," &c. Any man may see on 

examining the words that if those included in brackets, which are 

wanting in the MSS., and versions be omitted, there is no want of 

connection; and as to the sense, it is complete and perfect without 

them, and, indeed, much more so than with them. I shall conclude 

this part of the note with observing, with Dr. Dodd, "That there are 

some intervals and accidental remarks which may render the passage 

suspected, for the sentence is complete, and the sense more clear and 

better preserved without it. Besides, the Spirit is mentioned, both as 

a witness in heaven and on earth; so that the six witnesses are thereby 

reduced to five, and the equality in number or antithesis between the 

witnesses in heaven and on earth is quite taken away. Besides, what 

need of witnesses in heaven? No one there doubts that Jesus is the 

Messiah, and if it be said that Father, Son, and Spirit are witnesses 

on earth, then there are five witnesses on earth, and none in heaven; 

not to say that there is a little difficulty in interpreting how the Word 

or the Son can be a witness to him. 

W. I. M. 
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THE LAW OF GOD. 

Christians are in the habit of looking at "the law" as a great 

enemy. Why? Because it does not countenance the least sin. It says, 

"walk before me and be thou perfect." Is that not right – could a 

perfect God recognize or make a law in any way imperfect? Surely 

not. The reason men count the law their enemy is that all have sinned, 

and ever since the disobedience of Adam they have been in the 

condition known as "sinful flesh." Prior to sin's entrance, the law was 

Adam's friend, and justified him; but the condition of death obtained 

after "sin had entered," and man in this fallen condition of death finds 

it utterly impossible to so live and act in harmony with his maker, 

that God's perfect law would not condemn him. And since all are 

sinners, of course none but a defective law could recognize such 

persons as perfect. The law of God has condemned all, and every one 

who has reasoning faculties seems to recognize that he is not perfect. 

God has always had a law; even before the giving of it in full 

form to mankind at Mt. Sinai. (Exod. 20.) And since He always has 

been perfect, His laws always have been perfect and condemned and 

opposed even the slightest sin. Abel, Noah, Abraham and all the 

patriarchs recognized the fact that they were sinners when they made 

altars and sacrificed thereon, before attempting to hold communion. 

Thus they acknowledged themselves sinners and unable of 

themselves to approach God. How different from the way Adam and 

God walked and talked in the Garden! No sacrifices or offerings for 

sin were there needed, for Adam was justified by God's law. Thus 

we see that what the patriarchs knew of God's law condemned them. 

The giving of the full law from Sinai did not take away man's sin. 

No, it only showed it the more fully. Did the keeping of it ever justify 

any of them? No; "By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified 

in His (God's) sight." Was the fault in the law, or in the people? "The 

law is holy," and God's commandments holy and just and good." 
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(Rom. 7:12.) Since, then, the law did not justify them, it must have 

condemned them, even as it had condemned the patriarchs. Not any 

more really (for there is only one penalty – death) but more loudly. 

They were no more sinners than the patriarchs and others who had 

not had the full law given them, but they were shown their condition 

as sinners more clearly. Why? That they might see their own fallen 

and imperfect condition and learn the exceeding sinfulness of SIN. 

(Vs. 13.) 

 

We have seen that God always has had a perfect law which 

condemned every sin in every being, and how it was shown in 

different degrees to the patriarchs and Israel, yet that the effect was 

the same – condemnation – only more fully realized by those who 

saw the law most clearly. Now, how about the great heathen world? 

Surely a righteous law could not say: The heathen are RIGHTEOUS; 

unless they live in harmony with God. And if you thought they were 

living in harmony with God you would not send missionaries to 

them. No. Then they, too, are condemned by God's law. And as Paul 

says: "These that have not the law" (the full written law as given to 

Israel) "show the work of the law written in their hearts," a spark of 

that principle if justice and knowledge of right and wrong which must 

have been an important part of the natural organization of the first 

perfect man, Adam; a spark merely, not quite extinguished by the 

degrading effects of sin. And what did this spark of conscience do 

for them? It sometimes justified, and sometimes condemned. But if 

their spark of conscience condemned them only ONCE during their 

lifetime, it showed that they were imperfect. 

Now, "all unrighteousness is sin," and "sin is the transgression 

of the law," and "the wages of sin is death." So we see that the only 

voice of the law of God to any who hear it, is: You cannot live. "All 

have sinned and come short of the glory of God." Therefore must 
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"every mouth be stopped and all the world become guilty before 

God." (Rom. 3:9.) 

There lay the whole human family dead and dying through sin, 

the law hanging up before them, they admit, is grand, "just" and 

"holy." They were told that "The man that doeth these things shall 

live." (Rom. 10:5. Gal. 3:12.) But O, they could not do them. Some 

tried hard, as Paul describes, Rom. 7:14-24. When with their minds 

they resolved to "do those things and live," they found sin in their 

members hindering and preventing. When the striving ones found 

they could not deliver themselves from death, they exclaimed: 

"Wretched man that I am, who will deliver me from this body of 

death?" (Diaglott) or, from the sin and death which has gotten 

possession of my body. When he so cries out, he has reached the 

place God wanted to bring him to, i.e., to realize that he can NEVER 

deliver himself from death and sin. But some one asks: If he dies 

does not the act of dying fill all the requirements of the law, and could 

he not, after thus dying, be raised up by God? No, you err in 

supposing that the act of dying is the penalty. Man has been dying 

ever since sin entered the world, but the penalty will not be entirely 

inflicted until all are dead. But when will the law of God release the 

sinner from the bondage of death? Never; if he could not obey the 

law while partially dead he certainly cannot when completely so. 

Ever since the "fall" from perfect manhood through sin, man has 

been in a dying condition, sometimes spoken of as already dead (see 

Matt. 8:22.) And none but a perfect man could keep a perfect law. 

But, says one, did not God send his Son into the world to show us 

how we could work our way up to spiritual life – appearing among 

us on the lowest round of the ladder, did He not point out to us the 

way; he being thus "our forerunner?" 

 

This view in many respects is held by a great many, mostly 

"Unitarians" and "Universalists" and like many other views has a 

mixture of truth in it; but as a whole is far from being "the truth" on 

this subject. Jesus did indeed "lay aside the glory which he had with 
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the Father, before the world;" He did appear to "set us an example 

that we should follow in his footsteps" and to be "our forerunner," 

but more, he is also our "Redeemer" from the curse of the Law – the 

curse of the law upon us as sinners is death. How did he redeem us 

from death? To redeem us to purchase back. He therefore is said to 

have "bought us with his own precious blood." Blood represents life 

– "The life of the flesh is in the blood" (Lev. 17:11) therefore shed 

blood represents death or sacrificed life. "He gave his life," "He shed 

his blood;" "He tasted death;" all have the same meaning. But how 

could his life purchase or redeem or buy ours? He as a man, was a 

perfect man, kept the perfect law perfectly; therefore the same law 

which was the sinners enemy condemning us to death, was his friend 

and guaranteed to him life. But was he not born into the world under 

condemnation of death, as much as any other son of Adam? No, he 

was not the son of Adam, but a direct creation of God – "made in the 

likeness of sinful flesh," but "in him was no sin." If he had done sin 

or been born a sinner, his life would have been forfeited as was the 

first Adam's and ours. If a sinner he would be obliged to die for 

himself and consequently would have nothing to give as a ransom 

for ours. But he was perfect, kept the law, had a right to perfect 

natural life forever; "But for the joy set before him," by the promise 

of the Father to raise him from the dead a spiritual body, he 

renounced the natural life and gave it for our ransom. 

But when he arose from death, was not that a taking back of the 

price? It would, if he had taken back the same life (perfect-natural) 

which he laid down; but he did not take back the natural; he was 

quickened by the Spirit – "made a quickening spirit," raised a 

spiritual body." There is a natural body and there is a spiritual body. 

 

Thus "by his precious (valuable) blood" (life), we were 

"redeemed from the curse of the law" – death. To what kind of life 

were we redeemed? The same which man had before death (the 
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curse) came; the same kind that he gave for us, i.e., perfect natural 

life. But we are promised spiritual life, and that we shall be made like 

unto Christ's glorious body? Yes; it is a part of God's offer to us 

(during the Gospel age), that if we die to earthly and fleshly – natural 

– life, we may be reckoned as "members of his body," and partake of 

the same kind of life as our Head. In this arrangement, we are 

reckoned as being (with all the rest of mankind) justified to the 

perfect natural life first, else we could not give our lives; but being 

justified to life, Jesus says to us, you can either have this natural life, 

or, if you will renounce this natural, as I did, and become dead to the 

world, you shall have instead, the spiritual life and body. "If we be 

dead with Christ, we shall live with him." Rom. 6:4-8. It is a faithful 

saying: "For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him; if 

we suffer, we shall also reign with him." 2 Tim. 2:11. "Ye are 

partakers of Christ's sufferings." 1 Pet. 4:13. "Joint heirs with Christ, 

if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 

together." Rom. 8:17. 

 

And it is because God thus waits until the elect number, the 

bride, the body, the Church, has "filled up the measure of the 

sufferings of Christ, which are behind," that the times of "restitution 

of all things," purchased for the world by the blood of Christ, are 

delayed and yet future. The Head suffered and died 1800 years ago; 

but all of the suffering and death of the body are not yet completed. 

Not noticing this, has caused wonder on the part of almost all, that 

the benefits and results of the ransom have not sooner come. (See 

type, "Scape Goat," &c., in next Number.) 

 

But would it be right for God to reckon the one righteous life 

given, as a full payment for the lives of the millions of sinners who 

have died? Does not the price – one, for a billion or more – seem like 

a short payment? This is a reasonable question, and we will allow 
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Paul to give it a reasonable answer. He is a logical reasoner, as well 

as an inspired Apostle, and argues that, as God had seen proper to 

condemn all men to death on account of Adam's disobedience, so he 

had a right to reckon the second Adam a representative man, and 

justify to life all the race, in return for the sacrifice of this one perfect 

life. 

 

"For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so 

by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous." "Therefore 

as by the offense of one, judgment came upon all men to 

condemnation," (condemned to suffer the penalty of sin – death,) 

"even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men 

unto justification to life." (Remember that we do not now enjoy life; 

our condition is a dying one.) "Dying thou shalt die" was the penalty 

pronounced on Adam (margin). The condition of perfect life as it was 

enjoyed before death came, is what all men are justified to, by the 

obedience of "Jesus Christ who, by the grace of God, tasted death for 

every man." 

 

"For as in Adam (or by Adam's sin) all die, so "in Christ (or by 

Christ's obedience, &c.) shall all be made alive. As the first Adam's 

bride was a party to the sin, so we see the second Adam's bride is 

made a party with her Lord in the removing of the curse. Oh glorious 

plan, of our all wise and loving Father, and "the exceeding riches of 

his grace toward us, in Christ Jesus." 

 

But says one, I thought that Jesus had nullified, set aside and 

destroyed the law; and that therefore mankind could approach God. 

Oh no, that was a great mistake. Would it not be strange indeed if the 

Father made a law, which we have seen was "just" and "holy" and in 

fact the only one he could give because he could not make an 

imperfect law; would it seem proper even to think of Jesus as setting 
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aside and destroying that "just" and "holy" law, or in any way making 

a league with sin or sinners? No, no. He came to do the Father's will 

and the law was the record of it. He kept it himself and taught the 

true meaning of it to be higher than the letter, and that to be "angry 

with a brother without a cause" was to violate the command "Thou 

shalt not kill." No, says Paul: "Christ magnified the law (made it 

larger and more minute) and made it honorable," showed in fact that, 

that law could not be set aside nor broken. 

 

But we read, "Christ is the end of the law." What can that mean? 

The trouble is you have not quoted the connections. The text reads: 

"For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that 

believeth." (Rom. 10:5.) To whom is he this? To the believers – the 

members of his body. How? Righteously, not by breaking it, but by 

righteously fulfilling its requirements (and we in Him are just before 

the law.) Another similar text reads: "There is therefore" (because we 

in Him are reckoned dead to the world and alive toward God through 

Him – our new life) "now no condemnation to them which are IN 

Christ Jesus." Why are those in Christ not condemned? Because, 

since coming into Him by faith they have received of His spirit, and 

with Him can say "I delight to do thy will O, my God: yea, thy law 

is within my heart." (Ps. 11:8.) They are then alive spiritually though 

yet living in the dead body of sinful flesh which they are opposed to, 

and which by the holy spirit given they are enabled to "crucify," &c. 

These walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit, and to all so 

walking in Christ there is no condemnation from the law. And we 

may add none can so live and walk except they have recognized their 

ransom, come into Christ and received of His spirit. 

 

And in the glorious millennial age, when all shall know God 

from least to greatest, when "The knowledge of the Lord shall fill the 

whole earth;" – "The times of restitution" – there will be the same 
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"holy and just" law, and under the "Royal Priesthood" after the order 

of Melchisedec (the order of an endless life,) poor fallen humanity 

will be helped back again to that perfect condition from whence 

Adam fell; a condition in harmony with God's law, and therefore in 

harmony with God. 

 

But will they receive no punishment for misdeeds of the present 

life? They will receive punishment, "stripes, &c.," in proportion as 

they had light and lived contrary to it. As our Master explained: "It 

shall be more tolerable for Sodom, &c.," in the day of judgment (in 

the age of trial) than for the Jews, to whom He spoke, because the 

Sodomites had less light. (Matt. 2:24.) There will be many or few 

"stripes," in proportion to the amount of light they have had and the 

use made of it. 

 

There will be rewards given to some during that age also; "for 

whosoever shall give to one of these little ones (of 'little flock') a cup 

of cold water, only in the name of a disciple, shall in no wise lose his 

reward." (Matt. 10:42.) And when the King shall sit "on the throne 

of his glory," (during the millennial age), some will be rewarded for 

having ministered to the members of His body. "Inasmuch as ye did 

it unto one of the least of these," (in the throne) "ye did it unto me." 

(Matt. 15:40 [Matt. 25:40 - site Editor].) 

 

page 8 

 

Bro. Paton's Trip West. 

Announced in our last, has been delayed for the present. He has 

been busily engaged during the past month writing a book which will 

be of general interest to you all. It will be a careful exposition of our 

views regarding fulfilled prophecy; our hopes of present and future; 
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as well as the scriptural evidences of the presence of the Son of Man, 

and that we are now in "the day of the Lord," &c. 

------------------------- 
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