
[R249 : page 8] 

CONCERNING TRACTS 

We have a few thousand tracts of Nos. 3, 4 and 5 which may be 

had for gratuitous distribution, by any who may write for them. No. 7 

is not yet published. Other Nos. are exhausted. 

We have a number of inquiries relative to tract No. 6, (written 

by Bro. A. D. Jones) asking whether the editor's views are in harmony 

with those expressed in that tract. To which we answer that it is quite 

possible for different persons to have somewhat different ideas 

regarding the manner of the unfolding future, though they be entirely 

agreed with reference to the work of the past, present and future. We 

are for instance, not much in sympathy with the idea that the 

"Perihelion of the planets" is to bring "a carnival of death," and for this 

reason have refrained from mentioning the harrowing details furnished 

by astrologists as the probable result. It may be that such a dreadful 

scourging is to come upon the world so soon, but from our 

understanding of prophecy we expect that the carnival of moral 

pestilence, spiritual famine, and death will come first, upon the 

nominal church – the sort of "pestilence" and "arrows" referred to in 

Psa. 91 from which nothing will shield but the "truth." (vs. 4.) 

But while we do not expect such literal plagues, we do not 

venture to gainsay the astrologers and their predictions; it is possible 

that both astrology and scripture may be correct concerning the 

coming events, but our confidence and sole reliance is on the latter. To 

compare notes we suggest that Scripture indicates that the nominal 

church is to be given over to tribulation and be shown no favor from 

October of this year; and every thing seems ripe for just such a thing: 

On the other hand the astrologers began as far back as 1871 to predict 

what would occur in 1880 and 1881. But though the largest planet 

Jupiter has already reached the point of perihelion (more than nine 
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months ago) and though Jupiter and Saturn were in conjunction six 

months ago, yet there is nothing except unusual rain storms thus far to 

justify the awful pictures drawn. 
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