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THE BROAD ROAD TO DESTRUCTION 

THE road is so steep that when once we are fully started upon 

it, it seems almost impossible to avoid running headlong to its end. 

Six thousand years ago, Adam, (and we in him as a race of human 

beings,) was driven from the garden of Eden, because of sin, and 

sentenced to destruction; God's law being that any [R282 : page 147] 

creature who will not live in harmony with his law shall not live at 

all. "The soul (being) that sinneth, it shall die." – Ezek. 18:4. Thus 

God drove us out from the life-giving trees of Eden, saying: "Dying 

thou shalt die." And as a sinner condemned to destruction, our father 

Adam started forth upon the "broad road" which leads to it. Slowly 

he walked in that way; he hasted not to its end for nine hundred and 

thirty years. As years rolled on, and the path became more and more 

smoothly worn, the race sped more rapidly to destruction. The way 

becomes daily more glazed and slimed and slippery with sin, and the 

various appliances for hastening men to death, in use by "him that has 

the power of death, that is, the devil." – Heb. 2:14. And not only is 

the way more slippery, but mankind daily loses the power of 

resistance, so that now the average length of human life is about thirty 

years. We get to the end of this broad road nine hundred years quicker 

than did the perfect man. In fact, so weak and degraded has our race 

become, that its condition is painfully described as "prone to sin as 

the sparks to fly upward." So, then, as we look about us, we can pity, 

as well as abhor, the murderer, the licentiate, the thief, the liar, and 

the drunkard. We abhor the sins, but we pity the poor fellow-being so 

degraded as to be under their control, and God loves and pities them 

too; and hence he has made provision (as other Scriptures have shown 

us) whereby Christ died for and redeemed all on this broad road, and 

in due time will restore them to their first (Adamic) estate. But let us, 
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if we see the "narrow way," walk in it, and thus be prepared and 

permitted to share in the work of restoring all things. 
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