[R515 : page 2]
Below will be found some extracts from

INTERESTING LETTERS.

Birmingham, England.

DEAR BRO. RUSSELL: — The Emphatic Diaglott received
this morning, for which many thanks. | have now pleasure in
forwarding my yearly subscription and a small contribution to the
Tract Fund; should rejoice if it were more.

For twenty years, and indeed until the advent of "Food" twelve
months ago, the United States was of all places in the world the last
that | should have thought of for receiving spiritual instruction and
consolation from; and the smile of pity, or amazement, or incredulity
with which the mention of these glad tidings, or the presentation of
"Food," is received by the image worshipers here, appears to
indicate that it is the last place they wish to receive it from.

The good news appears to be most acceptable to "Dissenters,"
and still more so to those who are sectarians in name only, but to the
"Orthodox" ones it is most objectionable....A great stumbling block
to many is the fact that we have no sectarian badge, and while seeing
but little truth in many so fettered, they cannot realize any in those
who are absolutely free. | thank my Lord that this great light has
shone upon me, and | pray that | may be enabled steadfastly and
faithfully to walk in the light until death.

Your article in January WATCH TOWER, as to the
solitariness and loneliness [R515 : page 3] of individual believers
has, doubtless been felt by many besides myself, but though
sometimes wishing for kindred companionship, | rejoice in the
deliverance from the bondage of the multitude; and although I
should be glad to meet with others for instruction and communion,



| often think this severance is preferable, lest a sectarian spirit should
spring up.

O how clear is the Word from the new teaching, and how
harmonious; how vividly at times is the truth revealed, and what a
comforting change from the doubts and misgivings, and the
continual unrest and disquietude of former days! | thank the Lord
for all these mercies, and pray that he will bless and prosper and
enlighten and keep steadfast in his truth those who are disseminating
his Word.

| am, Dear Brother,
Yours faithfully in the Lord,
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Omaha, Neb.

DEAR BRO. RUSSELL: — Many warm thanks for your
publications, which besides the *Concordance," reached me in due
time. | think they are inestimable in value, as they explain the
blessed Word so that all that "have an ear to hear" ought to hear.

| have thrown aside all literature except the Bible, and even
that single book would now take more time to study than I really can
get. While in the past | never studied so much as now, and while the
reading of other books occupied most of my time, yet | thought to
know the doctrine of the Bible by heart. Whenever | read a chapter,
it seemed to me so old and indifferent that | never could delight
myself in reading it. But now everything is new, all is full of life and
fire, which warms my heart up to devotion and praise, so | can thank
God now that | ever was born. Especially | adore Him that I have
the privilege to live in this grand time, when knowledge is increased,



and that I am found worthy to suffer with our Lord, that I also may
be exalted with him.

| have observed through your paper the sound position which
you hold, and my constant prayer is, that the God of all grace might
give you more wisdom, and build you up more and more. Surely you
have a very difficult position, which requires constant watchfulness,
and especially prayerfulness, in order to escape the snares of the
adversary.

| am enabled, by God's grace, to say that | am leaning on God's
Word, feeding in the pleasant pasture of peace, drawing water out
of the wells of salvation, and rejoicing in hope of glory. My faith is
unwavering, my prayers fervent, and | have the assurance that God
the Father accepts my sacrifice. Though only five years in this
country, only 20 years of age, | have seen hard times, experienced
many things, and have been led wondrously by the hand of my
heavenly Father; and my will in the future is to live only for our
Redeemer's cause, come what will.

| have a perfect knowledge of the German language, and | am
meditating upon what | could do. When the German people are won,
they are faithful. 1 am assured there will be a way opened to them
by our divine Lord somehow. To Him be praise, honor and glory,
both now and forever.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

Covington, Pa.

C. T.RUSSELL, DEAR SIR: — Last October | received a copy
of "ZION'S WATCH TOWER." | do not know what | thought of it



then, but recently I came across it in looking over old papers, and
for two days | have been reading and re-reading it very attentively.

There are many thoughts which strike me with a force that
forbids their dismissal as bare speculations.

| am a Presbyterian greatly interested in Bible study, but for
years | have felt that | was barely clinging to the verge of the true
light yet to be revealed. And yet, enough has been graciously
vouchsafed to me by breaking away from denominational theories,
and comparing scripture with scripture, to satisfy me that richer,
greener pastures are within reach of every Christian than the great
majority are ready or willing to feed in. With the slight advance |
have made by striving to sink self-will in the Divine will, and
trusting and believing in the Holy Spirit's power to enlighten my
mind in the study of the Word, | find many, in pulpit and pew, whom
| know have little sympathy in what they deem departure from "old
landmarks.” But that is all nothing to me. | have exulted in the
restfulness and joy that certain new unfoldings have brought to me,
and from the remaining restlessness and discontent, | know | am not
yet fully anchored upon the solid foundation, cleared of the "hay,
wood and stubble” of human building, and am looking, fully
expecting the clearer understanding of "things to come" which
Christ has promised to his "friends." Will you please send me "Food
for Thinking Christians."

Yours very sincerely,
Newburg, N.Y.

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL: — Last week | made two
hundred calls here; and after exhorting each one to "test" the
"WATCH TOWER" by God's own word, and not by old sectarian
ideas, | left them the Oct. number, with the understanding that
should they become interested in the themes of that number, they




should have more truth on the same line. I see that God has set me
right in the very best channel for doing good. I find it to be very
humiliating to the natural man to thus suffer as | do, but to the
spiritual it is a holy highway in which | walk, carrying armfuls of
"FOOD" to starving saints. | think if every city could have a true,
suffering and competent saint to go from house to house with this
"BREAD," that many of the enslaved ones would soon see
deliverance coming, and thus be lifted out of the fearful snare of the
devil, from which | have been picked and set at liberty.

| have stood in the pulpits of different denominations,
exhorting sinners to escape eternal torment, and | thus scared many
into the church. Thus | went from town to town and city to city
telling the people of the eternal pain and anguish they must surely
expect except they took my advice. And all that time | did not know
whether eternal torment, or heaven would be my everlasting abode.
| used to say these very words to my hearers: "A moment's space
removes me to that heavenly place, or shuts me up in hell." But
where are my scared hearers now? Their religion turned out to be a
forced profession through fear of hell, and not LOVE to God. And
nearly as soon (and sometime before), I left them they got back again
as before. But now, how changed is all this! | have now spent nearly
a year going from town to town scattering the real truth — this blessed
Gospel. I now no longer wonder why Jesus came 4,000 years too
late. Thank God he has tasted death for all; and, as Peter said, in the
TIME of restitution he will set the captive free. O how I long to see
it come!

Your brother in Christ,

Alameda, Cal.



DEAR FRIENDS: — Paper and Tabernacle Tract at hand, for
which accept my thanks. O what joy thrills my heart at the receipt
of anything from your office! | never had anything like it in all my
life. When | read in TOWER about your celebration of the Lord's
Supper, | was overcome with an inexpressible joy that I couldn't read
the article for tears for some time. When | reached the point where
Bro. Sunderlin called to mind Jesus' words, "Verily one of you
which eateth shall betray me," | thought, O how often | had denied
the dear Lord in the past through ignorance of the true teaching of
His Word. O, what a Gospel feast now!

"Wonderful things in the Bible | see."

How He feeds me on the Bread of Life! His flesh is meat
indeed, and His blood is drink indeed.

The ground seems very hard and sterile here. | see so little
fruits of my labors that sometimes | feel lonely and sad; but when
the WATCH TOWER comes, | seem to be on an oasis for a while,
and | dive afresh into the great mine of truth; and | know not how
many times | say, "Glory to God," before I get through my feast; but
| sow in great hope, for | know it is good seed and must take root
somewhere.

| expect to take a trip in the country next week, the Lord
willing, and shall publish salvation as | go. Wife joins me in much
love to you and all the brethren.

Yours in the blessed Christ,

P.S. — My health is poor now, but O, what peace is upon me!
[R515 : page 3]
Delhi, N.Y.

DEAR BROTHER: — The time is come when a remittance is
due. | enclose $15. Last year | took ten papers in the hope of



interesting and doing good to some. | find some actually refuse
them; others refused to be interested; and as | do not believe in
forcing men, nor think it proper to cast pearls in an unseemly place,
this year you may send me five copies. It would give me pleasure to
increase rather than decrease the number, but when Jesus says, "Let
them alone," | obey. Please send me a Variorum Bible, and, if you
can, send me two more of "Food for Thinking Christians,” and two
more "Tabernacle Teachings," as a reserve for opportunity to do
good. | know that the others | got have done good. What remains of
the remittance place where you think best. | think the claim of the
Swedes is good.

Perhaps you would like to know who | am or what | am. | am
over seventy years of age; what the world would call a poor man, a
shoemaker, or rather a shoemender. But | bless God for his goodness
to me. | was brought up a Presbyterian; came to this country forty-
four years ago. From conviction | became a Baptist; afterwards in
1845 or '46 George Storr's sermons were the means of a great
theological revolution with me. The hand of fellowship was
withdrawn from me, because | believed | had no immortality now,
but rejoiced | had it as a PRIZE BEFORE ME, and also because |
believed that Jesus Christ was the Son of God. The Bible then
seemed to me like a new book, and I bless God it has been brighter
and brighter all along.

As proof texts for the restitution of the human race, although |
have no remembrance of seeing them alluded to, | would quote Ps.
90:3. "Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye
children of men," | used to look upon the word return, as to return
to dust, but | was forcibly impressed by noticing that word marked
by a capital R as being an emphatic word — and the reason assigned
in the following verse, "For a thousand years in thy sight are but as
yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night." God is not



limited by years nor ages for the accomplishment for his gracious
purposes.

Again, Jeremiah 12:15-17: "And it shall come to pass, after
that | have plucked them out I will return, and have compassion on
them, and will bring them again every man to his heritage, and every
man to his land. And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently
learn the ways of, my people to swear by my name the Lord liveth;
(as they taught my people to swear by Baal;) then shall they be built
up in the midst of my people. But if they will not obey, | will utterly
pluck up and destroy that nation, saith the Lord." By carefully
reading the preceding part of the chapter, | came to the conclusion
these promises are yet in the future. "Oh, that men would praise the
Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children
of men." Yours in love,
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New Hampton, N.Y.

DEAR BRETHREN: — | have read the "Food" in connection
with the "Tower" and, owing to the clearer light obtained, find much
pleasure therein. Thanks to Bro. G. A. Rose, who introduced them
in this section. In response to the statement, that you have other
reading matter for earnest inquirers, | write in the hope of obtaining.

It seems as if the dense night that has enshrouded us is at last
dissolving, and the glorious light of the Word is slowly but surely
breaking upon our benighted minds. We open our eyes in a
convulsion of fear, just as the horrid nightmare is about to crush us
with eternal torment, and lo, we are surrounded with the full
radiance of day! A sweet sense of relief fills us with unutterable joy.
But millions more are still blindly agonizing with their dreams,



fearing to open their eyes lest they should find the awful vision real.
This view is sad enough, but the break of day is near.

Surely God will prosper your undertaking. Continue your
work; rouse the erring ones to their duty; bring them back to the fold.

Yours sincerely,

Hobart, Kansas.

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL.: — ... The Food and Tabernacle
have been at work. We have been calling the attention of our
neighbors and friends to read, but have only found one or two that
want to learn. As for me and my house we are fully determined to
follow after the truth, and lay aside our church creeds and rely on
the Word of God. | am over sixty years of age; and have been very
active in the cause of Christ for 40 years, but my light was dim until
| got the WATCH TOWER and pamphlets. | held the office of
deacon of the Baptist church here one year ago, but have come out
of her, and, with one or two more, we stand alone. | have but very
little of this world's goods, but I feel truly rich to think that | have
found the light and truth even in my old age. It is more pleasure to
me now to read God's Word than it was before.

Your brother in the Lord,
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