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VIEW FROM THE TOWER. 

"Thus saith the Lord eternal, Behold, I will be against the 

shepherds, and I will require [take] my flock from their hand, and 

I will stop them from feeding the flock; neither shall the 

shepherds feed themselves any more. And I will deliver my flock 

out of their mouth that they may not serve them for food. 

For thus saith the Lord Eternal, Behold, I AM HERE, and I 

will both inquire for my flocks and search for them. 

As a shepherd searcheth for his flock on THE DAY THAT 

HE IS AMONG his flocks that are scattered, so will I search for 

my flocks, and I will deliver them out of all places whither they 

have been scattered, on THE DAY OF CLOUDS and 

tempestuous darkness." (Ezek. 34:10,12) – Leeser's Trans. 

The Good Shepherd who gave his life for the sheep has 

various flocks as intimated above, and by His own words: "Other 

sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, 

and they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one fold and one 

shepherd." (John 10:16.) 

The above scripture not only relates to "Israel after the 

flesh," one of the flocks to be gathered and fed by the Shepherd, 

but it has special reference to the spiritual flock, the saints of the 

Gospel Age. As represented in Matt. 13:52, the under-shepherds 

whose duty it was to "feed the flock," bringing forth to them 

things new and old, have sadly neglected their office and devoted 

much of their time to feeding themselves upon the husks of 

science and man-made theology, and in honoring each other with 

the titles Rabbi, Master, Reverend, and Doctor, seeking not rather 

the feeding and strengthening of the flock in the knowledge of 

the truth, and that honor which cometh from God only. 
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As prophetically foretold in the preceding verses of this 

chapter: "The fat ye [shepherds] eat, and with the wool ye clothe 

yourselves; those that are well fed [that despite the neglect of the 

shepherds find pastures of truth, and feed, these] ye slaughter [not 

now, as a century or more ago literally slaughter, but slaughter 

their influence, casting out their names as evil]. But the flock ye 

feed not. Ver. 3. 

"My sheep have to wander about on all the mountains, and 

upon every high hill; yea, over all the face of the land is my flock 

scattered." Ver. 6. The Lord's sheep are intermixed with various 

nations (mountains) and in various high hills (societies of earth – 

churches) "there is none that inquireth, none seeketh after them." 

The shepherds sanction the scattered and divided condition of the 

Lord's sheep, even claiming that it is the Chief-Shepherd's will 

that they should be separated in various sects. 

But the words at the head of this article assert that at a 

certain time the Lord comes to the rescue of his sheep, and casts 

aside the unfaithful shepherds. Mark well that this will be when 

he is present "here" and "among his flocks that are scattered." 

Notice also that his presence "among his flocks" is in the "day of 

clouds and darkness" – in the day of trouble. Trouble on the 

nations and upon the unfaithful shepherds. 

Surely we have evidence that we are now in this cloudy day 

– that the Chief Shepherd is present. If not, whence comes the 

food upon which we are feeding, and the refreshing rest of faith 

which we now enjoy. Is it not in fulfillment of what was written 

– "And I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down. 

Ver. 15. 

The same lesson is expressed through Jeremiah (23:1,4) and 

Isaiah touchingly refers to the Lord's care for even the weakest of 

the flock in the day of His presence, saying: "Like a shepherd will 
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he feed his flock: with his arm will he gather the lambs, and in 

his bosom will he carry them." Isa. 40:11. 

The Shepherd has been feeding us wonderfully during the 

past few years, and all who are being strengthened thereby should 

be aware that he is collecting his sheep, and though scattered over 

the hills of sectarianism, he calls His own sheep together into one 

fold – one church – as it was at first. 

How strange it seems that some cannot realize this; but 

when they hear His call, "Come," "Come out of her, [Babylon – 

confusion,] they seem loath to leave, and unused to the liberty 

wherewith Christ makes free, they inquire, If we come out, into 

what shall we go? They are so used to bondage to systems and 

forms and rules of men, that they cannot realize the strength of 

the fold which has no other bars than the Word of God; they 

cannot realize the ONENESS of that flock which is kept together 

simply and only by bonds of love one for another and for the 

Shepherd. 

Looking from the TOWER it seems that there are many 

such sheep now, who, because of weakness of faith in the words 

of the Shepherd, and holding to the traditions of men, may lose 

the high honor of membership in the chief flock – a place among 

the overcomers. Let us take heed. 

But the work of the Shepherd will be first directed to the 

assistance, feeding and gathering of the first or special flock, yet 

we thank God that this Shepherd will leave none who truly belong 

to his flocks to starve. "With his arm [power] he will gather the 

lambs," and lead them and feed them. Yes, when the arm of the 

Lord is revealed – when his power is manifest in the overturning 

of all false systems, then some will SEE, and hear, and obey, who 

have not the overcoming strength now. 
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It is of this class we read, "These are they which came out 

of great tribulation," and "The Lamb which is in the midst of the 

throne [then in exalted power] shall feed them and shall LEAD 

them." (Rev. 7:14,17.) They will then be ready to be led out of 

false systems to follow the Shepherd's leading. 

Meantime, "Israel after the flesh" will not be neglected; for 

though of another flock, they are under the same Shepherd. 

Liberty and restoration to national union and favor will be granted 

to them, that in due time they may be fitting channels through 

which the truth of God may pass to refresh, revive and bless all 

the families of the earth. 
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EXTRACTS FROM INTERESTING LETTERS. 

Mich., June 21, 1884. 

FRIEND RUSSELL: – The June number of the TOWER is 

received; it is a friend anxiously expected and most heartily 

received. It seems to me like news from home. Since I first saw 

the "Food for Thinking Christians," I have gained more 

information from it and WATCH TOWER than from all the 

works I ever read. I have been quite a Bible reader, and have 

attempted to teach its doctrines heretofore, but all passages 

outside of a certain line of doctrine were unintelligible to me. I 

preached what I supposed to be the Word of God, and I was quite 

successful, but I became dissatisfied with myself and quit 

preaching, because I was not sure that I was right; and now I 

know that I taught the doctrines of men for the commandments 

of God. I have began to introduce some of the ideas gained from 

recent reading, and they have produced quite an effect, and some 

ask, What new doctrine have you got now? I made a chart of the 

ages, and lectured from that, I am astonished at the result. And 
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now please send me a Wall Chart; I think it is just what I want. I 

intended to get one painted. Please find the amount enclosed for 

the Z.W.T. one year, for __________, my friend, he has been a 

Disciple preacher for 25 years. He mourns to think he has 

stumbled so long. Please send him a Chart also. May God bless 

you abundantly now and hereafter. Yours, in hope of eternal life, 

__________. 

Bristol, Fla., June 12, 1884. 

DEAR BRO. RUSSELL: – I received the "Concordance" 

and the "Emphatic Diaglott" in good condition. Please accept 

many thanks. I would not be without them for twice the cost of 

them. It is a real blessing to be able to obtain books of such value 

at so small a price. By the help of the Concordance, the Diaglott 

and your own publications, "Food for Thinking Christians," "The 

Tabernacle and its Teachings," and the WATCH TOWER, the 

Bible seems almost like a new book. 

I would like very much to see the April number of the 

TOWER for 1883, as I did not have the pleasure of reading your 

article on the Lord's Supper. Two of us, myself and wife, took the 

bread and wine in remembrance of the death of our Saviour, but 

we missed the time, as we did not celebrate it until the evening of 

the 13th of April, "Easter Sunday"; but I hope the Lord will accept 

it, as in memory of Him who died for us. I remain yours, very 

truly, 

__________. 

Graves Co., Ky., April 25, 1884. 

DEAR BRO.: – Through a good brother I have been 

permitted to read three numbers of ZION'S WATCH TOWER. I 

am so much edified I cannot think of doing without it. I am nearly 
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55 years of age, and have been in the service of our blessed 

Master nearly 25 years, and through misfortune I am one of the 

Lord's poor; but I rejoice that you have made me welcome to light 

and truth through the WATCH TOWER. I cannot pay you now, 

but will at my earliest convenience. Please send me right away 

ZION'S WATCH TOWER. I am praying for further knowledge 

of the truth, and it seems my prayer is about to be answered. I 

must have your valuable paper. I humbly pray God to bless your 

labors. Yours, in hope of immortality, 

__________. 

Louisiana, June 19th, 1884. 

DEAR BROTHER: – I have received a copy of the 

WATCH TOWER of October, 1883. If it can be had, I want the 

preceding number....If still published, I desire to become a 

subscriber to the WATCH TOWER. Acquaintance with the paper 

through the number I have makes me long for all the back 

numbers, which I will order if they can be had. I thank God for 

the providence that has put the number I have into my hands. 

Yours fraternally, 

__________. 

Pastor Baptist Church. 

Newark, N.J. 

DEAR BRO. RUSSELL: – Accept of my heartfelt thanks 

for the "TOWER." It is a most welcome guest in my family. 

Although poor in the things of this world, the blessed prospect of 

immortality, as taught in your paper, enables me much more 

cheerfully to "endure hardship as a good soldier of Christ." I find 

the exposition of Scripture so clear and logical in the "TOWER," 

that strong faith has taken the place of doubt and instability. May 

6



the Lord abundantly bless you in your work and labor of love, 

and may you be permitted for many years to continue in the 

blessed service of enlightening the minds of those who are 

groping in moral darkness. Yours affectionately, 

__________. 

Antelope Co., Nebraska. 

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL: – It is with great joy that I 

write these lines. To say that my Saviour is blessing me is a poor 

way to express the joy and peace that he gives me, but I know of 

no other way. He is very near to me now, though the eyes of my 

flesh cannot behold him, but with the eyes of faith I can see him 

and hold sweet communion with him. I feel sure you understand 

this, but if I speak of this even to those who profess to know and 

love him they would think I was foolish and very peculiar. They 

keep trying to get me to page 2 join the church and be one with 

them, but I tell them I do not want any church or creed but the 

one church whose names are written in heaven. I have lent or 

given away all the books and papers you sent me. Some say they 

are very good, and others say they cannot understand them. One 

old man to whom I gave a Food for Thinking Christians says he 

cannot part with it, it is so good. He came over from Scotland 

about a year ago, and is about 87 years of age; his daughter says 

he will sit and read Food for hours. May the Lord bless this 

reading to his soul is my prayer. His daughter gave me fifty cents 

to send for the WATCH TOWER for him and herself. The other 

mite please add to the Tract Fund. I wish with all my heart it were 

a hundred dollars, but my Heavenly Father knows all about it. 

May the Lord continue to bless you and make you a blessing to 

others is my daily prayer for you and dear Sister Russell, for I 

never can tell you how much good the paper does me. I am 

looking forward to the time, which I hope will not be long, when, 
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if we are faithful, we shall meet in our Father's Kingdom, when 

we can tell one another of all the way the Saviour led us, and 

when we shall know one another even as we are known. Blessed 

thought to be ever with the Lord. Your sister, 

__________. 
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