
[R878 : page 8] 

THE CANARY AND THE SPARROWS. 

"A story is told of a gentleman who had a beautiful singing canary. 

A friend wanted to try if he could teach his sparrows to sing by keeping 

the canary with them. He borrowed it, and placed it in the cage with his 

sparrows. Instead, however, of teaching them to sing, the poor bird got 

so timid among the strange birds that it stopped singing altogether, and 

did nothing but chirp like the sparrows. The owner then took it back; 

but still it would not sing. It then occurred to him to put it beside 

another canary, which sang well. This had the desired effect, and, 

regaining the old note, it sang as beautifully as ever. Many Christians 

go, like the canary, into the strange company and atmosphere of the 

worldlings, and consequently they not only do not teach the world to 

sing their happy, glorious note of praise, but they cannot sing the old 

songs of praise in a strange land themselves, and soon they learn the 

sorrowful note of the world. The best thing for such is to go back again 

into the more genial society of happy, rejoicing Christian saints, among 

whom they will soon learn to sing the glorious notes of praise again, 

making melody in their hearts." 
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