
[R943 : page 5] 

"WHO IS MY MOTHER? AND WHO ARE MY 

BRETHREN?" 

It is well for those who have entered into the new relationship of 

spiritual sons of God to consider carefully and frequently the changed 

relationship into which it has brought us. Our most intimate relationships 

are no longer those of earthly origin. Our interests, hopes, and aims are 

now bound up with those of the heavenly family; and as we come to 

realize this more fully, our affections reach out after the family of God 

and our communion one with another should be such as to deepen and 

broaden that love one for another. 

The above expression of our Lord shows how he regarded the 

heavenly relationship. When one said unto him: "Behold thy mother and 

thy brethren stand without desiring to speak with thee," he answered, 

"Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? And he stretched forth 

his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my 

brethren! for whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, 

the same is my brother and sister and mother." – Matt. 12:47-50. 

As new creatures, we are spiritual sons of God, soon to be joined in 

heirship with his dear Son; we are the espoused virgin who, forsaking all 

earthly ties, is to be joined in marriage to our heavenly Bridegroom, and 

with joy we are now making all possible preparation for the great event. 

When this new condition is fully entered upon, we shall no longer be 

husbands and wives, parents and children, brothers and sisters, etc., with 

those on the earthly plane; for we shall be "kings and priests unto God," 

prepared to rule and to bless all the families of the earth, every member 

of which will then be as dear to us as to God. Our love to our former dear 

ones will be no less than now. Our love will be greatly intensified, though 

not bounded by the former narrow limits of blood relationship. 
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