
 

[R1671 : page 218] 

"IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH." 

"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil 

days come not, nor the years draw nigh when thou shalt say, I have no 

pleasure in them." – Eccl. 12:1. 

THOSE of the Lord's children who early gave their hearts to him 

and committed their way to his guidance can all bear testimony to 

multiplied blessings as the results of that early start in the right way. 

And we are glad to see some very young people among us now taking 

the first steps in the ways of life. To all such young pilgrims we would 

say, God bless you! You are starting out as young soldiers of the cross, 

and we want you to be [R1671 : page 219] brave and true soldiers, and 

to remember that the first duty of a soldier is obedience to the Captain 

– Jesus Christ. Give close attention and try to understand what he 

would have you do, and then be very prompt to obey, whether or not 

you are able to comprehend the wisdom of his directions. 

It is a question with many how early in life a child may give its 

heart to God and be fully consecrated to him. But the Scriptures make 

very plain the fact that they may and should be consecrated to the Lord 

by their parents before their birth or even their begetting, that thus their 

pre-natal influences may insure them a mental and spiritual inheritance 

tending to godliness, and that with the dawn of intelligence this 

disposition should begin to be cultivated and warmed into vital, active 

piety, so that at a very tender age the little ones may intelligently ratify 

the parental covenant of entire consecration to God. This they should 

be expected and led to do as early as possible. 

Of such early consecration to the Lord we have many notable 

examples in the Scriptures. Of John the Baptist it is said that his parents 

"were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments 

and ordinances of the Lord blameless," and that John was given them 

in answer to prayer – "filled with the holy spirit, even from his mother's 
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womb." (Luke 1:6,15,44,66,80.) Paul was similarly endowed from his 

birth (Gal. 1:15; Acts 26:4,5), and was zealous toward God long before 

his conversion from Judaism to Christianity. (Acts 22:3,4.) So also 

were Timothy (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15), Samuel (1 Sam. 1:11,24-

28; 2:11,18,19) and Moses. – Exod. 2:1. 

Those thus early devoted to the Lord escape many a snare and 

many an entanglement, which in later years bring distress and trouble 

to so many. They do not have to reap the bitter harvest that always 

comes from the sowing of "wild oats;" they do not find it so much 

against the current of their nature to live godly lives; and they have in 

later years the strength of character born of continued self-discipline 

and self-restraint, and all the blessed advantages of a long acquaintance 

with God and of the instructions of his Word and of the leadings of his 

gracious providences. 

How wise is the counsel, "Remember thy Creator in the days of 

thy youth – while the evil days come not," etc. Those evil days of bitter 

disappointment and despair never will come to those who in youth 

commit their ways unto the Lord, and trust him to guide their paths. 

His ways are ways of pleasantness, and all his paths are peace. They 

are not by any means smooth and easy ways, but they are always 

peaceful and pleasant, because he [R1672 : page 219] who has said, "I 

will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. 13:5), is always present 

to comfort and to bless, and to make all things work together for good 

to those who love God – the called ones according to his purpose. 

Those of the consecrated who have children and young people 

under their care have much to do in shaping their course and in leading 

them to Christ, by throwing around them the influences of their own 

consecrated lives, and imparting to them such instruction as their own 

acquaintance with the truth and their more matured experience and 

judgment can give. Such efforts, properly directed, are not lost upon 

the young. 
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Let them see both in your example and teaching how distinctly the 

line is drawn between the consecrated believer and the world; – that 

there is no compromise with the world: that to follow Christ is to 

renounce the world with all its ambitions, its gayety and its pleasures 

and companionship. Let them see the hollowness of worldly pleasures, 

and improve occasions for calling attention to the dissatisfaction and 

unrest of those who pursue the delusions, and the peace and joy of those 

who have left the world to follow Christ. It is helpful also to tell to 

others how graciously the Lord has led us, to speak of the various 

turning points in our course, where the friendly crook of the Good 

Shepherd kept us from straying away into the wrong path; or how when 

once we strayed his mercy tenderly pursued us and brought us back to 

his fold; how he has shielded us from evil; comforted us in sorrow; 

satisfied our longing souls with the joys of his salvation; and made us 

to sit down with him in heavenly places. [R1672 : page 220] 

Before the mind becomes engrossed with the frivolities of this 

world it is easily led by wise and loving hearts; and none should lose 

these precious opportunities, which a few years later may bring forth a 

rich harvest to the Master's praise. Our object, however, is not to turn 

aside the saints from the great work of harvesting the mature wheat of 

this age, to the less important work of instructing the rising generation; 

but, rather, to point out the wayside privileges of very many who 

otherwise might not observe them. Many consecrated parents have 

these privileges every day; and many others come in contact with the 

young and forget to let their light shine upon them, under the erroneous 

impression that they cannot be expected to understand or to have any 

spiritual aspirations. 

It is a great mistake to presume that the young must first run in the 

race of pride, ambition, frivolity and folly with the world, and then be 

converted to God. It is the business of those who have to do with them 

to shield them as far as possible against such influences, and to help 

them to center their affections and hopes in God before the world 

throws its ensnaring charms about them. 
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To all the dear children and young people who have given their 

hearts to God, and who are trying daily to follow Jesus, the WATCH 

TOWER sends its greeting. We know some of the very little ones who 

love Jesus, and who are not ashamed to stand up for Jesus among other 

children who do not love him or try to please him; and who are brave 

and true to God, even when laughed at and thought peculiar by their 

school-mates to whom they tell the good news of the Kingdom. And 

we are rejoiced to see some young people, who have bravely renounced 

the world and its ambitions and pleasures, among the most faithful of 

those who have consecrated their lives to the Lord. Some of our Office 

helpers as well as many of the successful colporteurs are still young in 

years. 

May the good work go on in the deepening and widening course. 

Let the young rejoice in the prospects of a lengthened campaign and 

great usefulness in the Lord's service; let those of maturer years bear 

up bravely and wisely under the burden and heat of the day, doing 

valiant service as veterans in the army of the Lord; and let the aged 

pilgrims, leaning upon the staff of divine truth and rejoicing in its 

steadfastness, stand as beacon lights to others and at the end of their 

course be able to testify, "I have fought a good fight, I have kept the 

faith." 
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