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"PERFECTING HOLINESS." 

"Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 

ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness 

in the fear of God." – 2 Cor. 7:1. 

 

HOLINESS is moral purity; and it is written that "without holiness 

no man shall see the Lord" (Heb. 12:14); and again, "Blessed are the 

pure in heart, for they shall see God." (Matt. 5:8.) Purity of heart 

signifies purity of the will or intention, the main-spring of life. To be 

perfectly holy or pure in every sense of the word would signify absolute 

perfection, which no man can now claim; but those who by faith are 

clothed with the righteousness of Christ are now reckoned "holy and 

acceptable unto God" (Rom. 12:1), the righteousness of Christ being 

imputed to them by faith. These, whose hearts are fully 

consecrated [R1739 : page 375] and loyal to the Lord, are "the pure in 

heart," whose privilege it is to see God. 

While the heart of every accepted child of God must be pure from 

the very beginning of his Christian life (otherwise he is not accepted or 

owned as a child), yet, as the Apostle suggests above, there must be 

from that time onward a gradual work of perfecting holiness in the fear 

(filial fear) of God. That is (being graciously reckoned of God as holy 

through Christ, from the hour of our entire consecration to his will, 

because our will and effort are to be so), we are to go on striving daily 

against our natural imperfections, and endeavoring as nearly as 

possible to make the reckoned holiness more and more actual. Thus 

we should continue to grow in grace and in the actual likeness of the 

Lord. 

Some Christians make the very serious mistake of supposing that 

they, as merely passive subjects, may receive instantaneously the 

blessing of holiness as a mark of God's special favor. But such a 
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conception is very far from the Apostle's idea, as expressed above. He 

represents the attainment of holiness as a life work, and the individual 

Christian as the active, and not as the passive, agent in accomplishing 

it. From the standpoint of a reckoned holiness he is to go on, day after 

day, and year after year, in the work of actual cleansing of himself from 

all filthiness of the flesh and spirit – of person and of mind – "perfecting 

holiness in the fear of the Lord." 

In the exceeding great and precious promises we have abundant 

incentives to strive daily to perfect holiness; but these must be held 

before the mind that they be not crowded into the background by the 

cares of this life and the deceitfulness of its pursuits. The pure in heart – 

whose will is only to serve and please him – do see God by faith and 

with the eyes of their understanding. They see him in his Word and his 

plan, as he graciously opens it up to their minds as meat in due season; 

they see him in his mighty works – of creation, and of redemption and 

salvation; they see him in nature, whose open book is ever eloquent in 

his praise to those who have eyes to read; by faith they see him in the 

secret closet communions when there is no eye to see and no ear to hear 

but God's, where the heart may freely unburden itself of its load and 

lay down its cares and feel that unutterable sense of divine sympathy 

and love which only those can understand who have taken the Lord as 

their personal friend and counselor. They see him, too, in his 

providences; for, having entered into their closets and shut to the door 

and prayed to their Father in secret, the open reward of his sure and 

safe leading always follows, according to his promise. 

How blessed it is thus to see God – to realize his presence and 

power and his abiding favor in all the vicissitudes of life; to watch him 

and see how, as the days and years go by, he makes all things work 

together for good to them that love him, and to see also, from the grand 

standpoint of observation he gives us, how glorious a destiny he has 

carved out for us and for all the willing and obedient subjects of his 

authority. 
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If we cultivate acquaintance with God and with our Lord Jesus, 

communing with them through the divine word and prayer, almost 

unconsciously to ourselves the work of perfecting holiness progresses. 

To be thus in communion with them is to receive more and more of 

their mind and disposition. And having the mind of God thus in us, as 

the controlling principle of our actions, to what purifications of the 

flesh it will also lead! 

It begins at once to clean up the whole man. Old unclean, as well 

as sinful, habits are put away; unseemly conversation is not permitted 

to pass the door of the lips, or if, by force of old habit, slips of this kind 

occur, they are promptly repented of and rectified; and unholy thoughts 

are not entertained. The same spirit of holiness prompts also to the 

cleansing and purifying of the body, the clothing, the home, and all 

with which we have to do; for the outward man must be in conformity 

with the pure heart within, and with the heavenly guests that make their 

abode with us. – John 14:23. 

It is quite possible, however, that the more we succeed in purifying 

ourselves of the old carnal nature, the more we may realize the 

imperfections that still remain; for the purifying process is also an 

educating one: we learn to appreciate and admire purity, holiness, the 

more [R1739 : page 376] thoroughly we assimilate it, until "the beauty 

of holiness" becomes the most desirable of all possessions, that which 

is lacking of its glory is our deepest concern and the great work of 

perfecting holiness becomes the chief business of life. Let the good 

work go on, dearly beloved, and, in the end, the Lord himself shall be 

your exceeding great reward. 

THAT I MAY KNOW HIM. 

– PHIL. 3:8-10. – 

Lord, let me talk with Thee of all I do, 

All that I care for, all I wish for, too. 

Lord, let me prove Thy sympathy, Thy power, 

Thy loving oversight from hour to hour! 
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When I need counsel, let me ask of Thee: 

Whatever my perplexity may be, 

It cannot be too trivial to bring, 

To one who marks the sparrow's drooping wing, 

Nor too terrestrial since Thou hast said 

The very hairs are numbered on our head. 

'Tis through such loop-holes that the foe takes aim, 

And sparks, unheeded, burst into a flame. 

Do money troubles press? Thou canst resolve 

The doubts and dangers such concerns involve. 

Are those I love the cause of anxious care? 

Thou canst unbind the burdens they may bear. 

Before the mysteries of Thy word or will, 

Thy voice can gently bid my heart be still, 

Since all that now is hard to understand 

Shall be unraveled in yon heavenly land. 

Or do I mourn the oft-besetting sin, 

The tempter's wiles, that mar the peace within? 

Present Thyself, Lord, as the absolving priest, 

To whom confessing, I go forth released. 

Do weakness, weariness, disease, invade 

This earthly house, which Thou, Thyself, hast made? 

Thou, only, Lord, canst touch the hidden spring 

Of mischief, and attune the jarring string. 

Would I be taught what Thou wouldst have me give, 

The needs of those less favored to relieve? 

Thou canst so guide my hand that I shall be 

A liberal "cheerful giver," Lord, like Thee. 

Of my life's mission do I stand in doubt, 

Thou knowest and canst clearly point it out. 

Whither I go, do Thou Thyself decide 

And choose the friends and servants at my side. 

The books I read, I would submit to Thee, 

Let them refresh, instruct and solace me. 

I would converse with Thee from day to day 
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With heart intent on what Thou hast to say; 

And through my pilgrim walk, whate'er befall, 

Consult with Thee, O Lord, about it all. 

Since Thou art willing thus to condescend 

To be my intimate, familiar friend, 

Oh, let me to the great occasion rise, 

And count Thy friendship life's most glorious prize. 

Selected. 
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