
[R1822 : page 134] 

YOUR PRECIOUS FAITH. 

"That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold 

that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise 

and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ."                                  

– 1 Pet. 1:7. 

FAITH has in it the two elements of intellectual assurance and 

heart reliance. The former is faith in the abstract sense; the latter is its 

concrete form. It is in this latter, fullest sense we read that, "With the 

heart man believeth unto righteousness." (Rom. 10:10.) Both the head 

and the heart – the intellect and the affections – are necessary to that 

faith without which it is "impossible to please God" (Heb. 11:6); 

though many fancy they have faith when they have only one of its 

essential elements. With some it is all emotion; with others it is all 

intellectuality; but neither of these can stand the tests of fiery ordeal: 

they must abide together if they are to endure to the end and be found 

unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 

An intellectual grasp of the fundamental principles of divine truth 

– viz., of the existence of a personal, intelligent [R1822 : page 

135] God, the Creator and Sustainer of all things, and of his purpose 

and plan of redemption through his only begotten and well-beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ – constitutes the foundation of faith; while trust and 

reliance to the extent of his promises, upon the personal God who is 

the author of our being and who, as a Father, invites the implicit 

confidence and love of his children, make up the superstructure of our 

faith. 

The trial of our faith to which the Lord and the apostles refer is 

therefore a trial, not only of our intellectual recognition of divine truth, 

but also of our heart reliance upon God. In both respects every true 

child of God will find his faith severely tried, and, as a soldier of Christ, 

let him not fail to be armed for the conflict. If an attack is made upon 

the intellectual foundation of our faith we should see to it that we have 
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a, "Thus saith the Lord," for every item of our belief. Let the Word of 

God settle every question, and let no human philosophies, however 

ingenious, lead us into the labyrinths of error; for if the foundations of 

faith become unsettled, the superstructure cannot stand when the winds 

and the floods of adversity and temptation beat against it. Doubt and 

fear will cause it to tremble, and when it is thus weakened the vigilant 

adversary will surely send a blast of temptation against it, and great 

will be the soul's peril. [R1823 : page 135] 

Let us, therefore, look well to the foundations of our faith – study 

the doctrine and get a clear intellectual conception of every element of 

divine truth which the inspired Word presents to the people of God; let 

us become rooted, grounded, settled, established in the faith, the 

doctrines of God, and hold them fast: they are the divine credentials; 

and let us give earnest heed to them, lest at any time we should let them 

slip. – Heb. 2:1. 

But having the doctrines clearly comprehended as foundations of 

faith, we need also to look well to the superstructure of heart reliance, 

which is really in greater danger from storms and floods than are the 

foundations, being more constantly exposed. The Apostle Peter tells us 

that a tried, proved faith, a faith that has stood the tests of fiery ordeal 

and come off victorious, is very precious in the sight of God. That is, 

that every time we pass through a conflict and still retain, not only the 

truth, but also our confidence in God and reliance upon his promises in 

the dark as well as in the light, our integrity of heart and of purpose, 

and our zeal for truth and righteousness, our characters have grown 

stronger, more symmetrical and more Christ-like, and hence more 

pleasing to God, who is thus subjecting us to discipline for this very 

thing. 

Therefore, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery 

trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto 

you. But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings, 

that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
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exceeding joy." (1 Pet. 4:12,13.) It is worthy of notice here that special 

reference is made, not to the tests of intellectual belief brought about 

by the presentation of false doctrine, but to reproaches and persecution 

for Christ's sake, either for adherence to his doctrines or conformity to 

his righteousness; for, the Apostle adds, "If ye be reproached for the 

name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth 

upon you." He warns us to take heed only that we suffer not as evil-

doers, "Yet," he says, "if any man suffer as a Christian [that is, either 

for Christian principles or Christian doctrine], let him not be ashamed, 

but let him glorify God on this behalf." 

The Prophet Daniel also says that particularly in this time of the 

end, "many shall be purified and made white and tried;" and Malachi 

(3:2,3) compares the trials of this time to the "refiner's fire" and to 

"fuller's soap," which are designed to refine and purify the Lord's 

people. The Apostle Paul urges that we fight the good fight of faith, 

and patiently endure afflictions to the end. (1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 2:3.) 

And many are the words of consolation and blessed comfort offered by 

the Psalmist and others to the tempest-tossed and suffering people of 

God. – See Psa. 77:1-14; 116:1-14; 34:19; 31:24; 2 Thes. 3:3. 

Are you then, dear brother or sister, hard pressed on every side 

with temptations to doubt that God's protection, love and care 

are yours, that his precious promises belong to you? have you grown 

discouraged and disheartened? do the foes seem too many and too 

strong for you? do the reproaches come with crushing weight, and do 

the clouds hang heavy over your seemingly defenseless head? Ah, it is 

just here that faith must claim her victory! Is it not promised, "This is 

the victory that overcometh,... even your faith?" It is your faith that is 

on trial now. In the calmer days when the sun of favor shone brightly 

upon you, you were quietly laying the foundation of a knowledge of 

the truth, and rearing the superstructure of Christian character. Now 

you are in the furnace to be proved: summon therefore all your courage; 

fortify your patience; nerve yourself to endurance; hold fast to your 

hope; call to mind the promises, they are still yours; and "cast not away 
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your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward." "In 

quietness and in confidence shall be your strength," "Rest in the Lord, 

and wait patiently for him," and faith has gained her victory. Then in 

due time the Lord's hand will be recognized in making all things work 

together for good to you according to his promise. This proof of your 

faith, says Peter, is more precious than gold that perisheth, though it be 

tried with fire. 
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