[R1823 : page 135]

THE WALK TO EMMAUS.

—JUNE 9, LUKE 24:13-32. —
Golden Text — ""He opened to us the Scriptures.” — Luke 24:32.

ONE thought in connection with this familiar narrative is the
privilege and blessing of the communion of saints. Wherever two or
three are met together in my name, said the Lord, there am | in the
midst. (Matt. 18:20.) These two disciples (not apostles: see verses
18,33) were earnestly discussing the sad events of the last few days,
which so perplexed them all. They had trusted that he who had just
been crucified was the true Messiah foretold by the prophets: he had
seemed to fit the descriptions of the prophets so perfectly, but now he
was very generally esteemed as "smitten of God and afflicted.” Their
sad and perplexed faces were indexes of their minds. They had loved
the Lord and trusted in him, and they delighted to call to mind his sweet
spirit, his wise counsel, his wonderful teaching and his great love for
each of them personally. How strange it seemed that such a one should
so perish! [R1823 : page 136]

Yes, they loved the Lord, and delighted to speak one with another,
and to think upon his name; and the Lord hearkened and heard it (Mal.
3:16,17): he was beside them all the while though they knew it not, and
soon he seemed to overtake them, and gave them a stranger's greeting.
Then followed the marvelous opening up of the Scriptures to them.
How familiar the stranger seemed to be with the law and the prophets;
and how wonderfully he wove together the web of logical and
Scriptural argument, to prove it necessary that Messiah must suffer
these things before he could enter into his glory! Surely enough, it was
all there in the sacred writings, but they had never seen it so before.
How reasonable, too, when thus viewed!
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Then they told him of the strange news they had heard of his
resurrection that very morning; and as he further explained how this
also was so to be, as foretold by the prophets, they drew near home and
the stranger was therefore about to take leave of them. But their interest
in the conversation was too deep to part thus abruptly with him, and
they urged him to tarry and partake of their hospitality.

Earnest inquiry and generous hospitality were strong incentives to
the Lord, as they always are. So he accepted the invitation; and soon
they were made cognizant of the fact that the Lord himself was indeed
their guest. And his blessing sank deep in their hearts, and they said
one to another, Did not our hearts burn within us by the way?

Let us take to our hearts the precious lesson of this incident, that
we may enjoy more and more of the blessings of communion with the
Lord and with each other. If our hearts are humble, earnest and true; if
our delight is in the Lord and his truth; if our actions are guided by the
noble principles of truth and righteousness; and if our candid,
thoughtful endeavor is always to find the purest principles and the exact
truth to the end that we may conform our lives thereto, then indeed the
Lord will be pleased to dwell with us and to manifest himself to us as
he does not unto the world. — John 14:21.
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