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RUTH'S CHOICE. 

– OCT. 20. – RUTH 1:14-22. – 

Golden Text – "Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my 

God." – Ruth 1:16. 

 

MANIFESTLY the chief object in the brief narrative of Ruth and 

Naomi was to preserve an authentic record of a link in the chain of our 

Lord's human ancestry. Though a Gentile by birth, Ruth was a sincere 

Jewish proselyte, incorporated into the commonwealth of Israel, and as 

such she was recognized of God as one of his chosen people. And not 

only so, but she was also honored with a place in the line of our Lord's 

human ancestry, being the great-grandmother of David. The same was 

true of Rahab, also a Jewish proselyte, who became the mother of Boaz, 

the great-grandfather of David. 

The story of Ruth and Naomi is an interesting one [R1875 : page 

232] as an item of Jewish history. It has its lights and also its shadows; 

for the characters were but samples of our fallen humanity coming 

gradually under the influence of divine grace. All that was noble in 

them therefore calls forth our admiration and esteem, while the 

blemishes are to be deplored. 

Naomi and her husband, Elimelech, pressed by hard times and a 

threatening famine, decided to leave the land of Israel and the people 

of God, and try their fortunes among the Gentiles in the land of Moab. 

In doing so they were leaving the special privileges of association with 

God's people, and failing also to contribute their part toward their 

comfort and encouragement and godly counsel in the time of general 

distress. They were also exposing themselves and their children to the 

unhallowed influences of an idolatrous people. This was the part they 

chose merely for temporal advantage, rather than to share the hardships 

at home and trust in the Lord to supply their needs. 
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The result of this wrong course was only trouble. Elimelech died 

there, and Naomi was left alone with her two sons to raise. By and by 

the two sons married heathen wives who knew not the God of Israel. 

Then they also died; and Naomi, bereft of all but her two daughters-in-

law, feeling that the hand of the Lord was against her in that she was 

thus sorely chastened, decided to retrace her steps to the land of her 

nativity, and again to cast in her lot with the Lord's people. 

When she had thus, by sad experience, learned the needed lesson 

and determined again to submit herself to the Lord's leading, the favor 

of God began to return to her. She found a great comfort and blessing 

in the manifested love and devotion of Ruth, her daughter-in-law, and 

in her conversion to the Jewish faith. "And Ruth said, 'Entreat me not 

to leave thee, or return from following after thee: for whither thou goest 

I will go; and where thou lodgest I will lodge; thy people shall be my 

people and thy God my God. Where thou diest I will die, and there will 

I be buried. The Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught but death 

part thee and me.'" 

That this was not a mere impulse on the part of Ruth is also 

manifest from her subsequent course of faithfulness to her mother-in-

law; and Naomi's appreciation and devotion to her interests were just 

as manifest. Evidently though Naomi and her husband had erred in 

judgment and had been faint-hearted they were still loyal to God and 

let their light shine in the land of Moab, and both the daughters-in-law 

had been influenced by it, while Ruth was fully converted to God. 

Their kindly reception by the people of Bethlehem and the 

sympathy and kindness shown them were other great blessings. And 

finally the marriage of Ruth to Boaz, a man of character, wealth and 

influence, furnished a happy home to the desolate women and Ruth 

was honored of God in the line of our Lord's ancestry. 

The advice of Naomi to Ruth concerning Boaz was not, however, 

of unalloyed wisdom. Such a course today would brand any woman as 

a loose, if not a disreputable, character. And that Boaz feared such 
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reproach is also clear from his request of Chap. 3:14. In advising such 

a course Naomi again betrayed the weakness of her trust in God. But 

God in kindness had mercy on her weakness; and, their hearts being 

free from evil, God overruled all for good. 

--------------------------- 

See more Books & Articles at www.foodfornewcreature.com

http://mostholyfaith.com/Beta/bible/BibleXref.asp?xref=bible%5eRuth%5e3%5e14#Here
https://foodfornewcreature.com/



