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VIEW FROM THE TOWER. 

WE are asked to give some expression on the "Eastern Question" 

– the persecution of Armenian Christians, etc., over which the civilized 

world has for some time been agitated. We have avoided the topic 

hitherto because we have seen nothing therein specially related to 

prophecy; and because we aim to review only such features of worldly 

news as are directly or indirectly related to prophecy. 

By many students of prophecy (especially Second Adventists) 

Turkey's extinction has long been looked for as the great event incident 

to the collapse of the present order of things: it has been expected and 

predicted repeatedly during the past fifty years. Every commotion in 

Turkey revives these expectations in the minds of some. 

Our chief interest in Turkey centers in the fact that she holds 

control of Palestine and at present does not permit its re-settlement by 

Jews. This embargo must be broken before the severity of the great time 

of trouble, to permit the return of great numbers of Jews, and with 

considerable wealth, out of all nations. (Ezek. 38:8-12-16.) This seems 

to us to indicate that Palestine will be released from Turkish oppression 

and that the Jews will be persecuted and driven out of various 

countries before the great climax of trouble; and hence our expectation 

is a further dismemberment of Turkey, shortly, and not an immediate 

general European war. 

That Turkey occupies an important place in European politics is 

very true and very apparent; and that the settlement of her affairs is 

likely eventually to involve serious consequences to the peace of 

Europe and the general "balance of power" is also evident. But, 

expecting that the crisis of this world's affairs will not be reached before 

1910, we are not looking for anything phenomenal in or from Turkey, 

at present. Whatever, therefore, may be done by the European powers 
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to restore order and to protect the Armenians, it will not, we believe, 

immediately involve Europe in the much feared general war. 

The true situation is understood by few except the statesmen of 

Europe, and their patriotism, as well as the proprieties of their positions, 

prevent them explaining the true situation to the people. Indeed, the 

British are the only people whose rulers need to, or do, take the 

sentiments of the people much into account; and the British public are 

controlled, more than they are generally aware, through the leading 

journals. Diplomatic and financial questions are admittedly abstruse; 

even great journals take their theories and policies from a very few 

leaders of thought; and public sentiment is "waked up" for effect, or 

"quieted," according to the exigencies of the case as seen by the leaders 

to be valuable or injurious to their foreign policy. 

European national politics are like a game of chess in which each 

nation is a player for its own interests, which, if not directly involved in 

the present move, would at least be affected by it and involved in the 

next move. To the casual observer Turkey is an effete, rotten, semi-

barbarous kingdom in whose destruction all civilized nations should 

rejoice. But statesmen look beyond and ask, What shall be instead of 

Turkey? If the land could be submerged and made part of the sea it 

would solve the difficulty. But as this cannot be [R2056 : page 

256] done, some other government must take the place of the Ottoman. 

The people of Turkey are not superior to their present government, and 

a republic would be impossible; – it would also be objectionable to 

autocracy. But a government of some kind it must have; and that is the 

difficult problem with statesmen; for the governments they represent 

have conflicting ideas and selfish interests to be served. 

For many years Russia has coveted Turkey – particularly because 

of its remarkable seaport at Constantinople; which probably is the finest 

in the world. But Great Britain and all the powers of Europe have for 

years feared their great Northeastern neighbor under autocratic sway, 

and have been more or less anxious to cooperate for his restraint. Thus 
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the Crimean war was the intervention of the English, French and 

Sardinian combined forces to protect Turkey from Russia; – not for love 

of Turkey, but from fear and jealousy of Russia. The resultant treaty 

stipulations prohibited Russia's maintenance of a fleet in the Black sea, 

and hence crippled her influence in the Mediterranean. Again, when 

Turkish atrocities against the Bulgarian Christians offered Russia in 

1877 a favorable pretext for attacking Turkey, Great Britain encouraged 

the war for the cause of humanity and Christianity; but when, after a 

year's war at cost of life and treasure, Russia triumphed and her army 

invested Constantinople, the British government threatened war, moved 

her fleets and the Indian army, and, supported by Austria, compelled 

the Treaty of Berlin, at which Lord Beaconsfield presided and dictated 

the terms. 

Now, the whole situation is different. France, Germany and Austria 

begin to see that in times past they served as cat's paws for England, 

whose chief interest has been the protection of her empire in India. They 

see that she has purchased the Suez Canal and taken possession of Egypt 

in pursuance of this policy. They see, now, what English statesmen saw 

long ago, that the great war most to be feared is an industrial war of 

nations, and that England has seized for colonies and commercial or 

trade feeders the most valuable centers of the uncivilized world. Now, 

so far from putting themselves under English leadership, the other 

nations are more jealous of England than fearful of Russia; and they 

would be glad to see England undertake to chastise Turkey, while they 

would improve the opportunity to extend their spheres of influence in 

Africa. 

English statesmen are amongst the shrewdest in the world and are 

well aware that a war with Turkey would be a long and expensive one, 

which they dare not close except in victory, and that when victory had 

been gained the other nations would see that it was as fruitless and 

unprofitable to England as the war of 1877 and 1878 was to Russia. 

And, meantime, Russia would advance upon India, France upon Egypt, 
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and Germany would establish an African colony in conjunction with the 

Dutch in the Transvaal. 

Russia and Austria could easily settle the Turkish question by 

taking possession and dividing her territory, although the Turks could 

and would make a stout resistance; but meantime England might 

succeed in exciting France as well as Italy to jealousy and repeat the 

threat of war at the last moment. This is probably the only reason why 

Russia and Austria do not take possession of Turkey at once. 

It will be claimed, perhaps, that the leading English journals 

express the desire that Russia should take possession, and declare that 

England would not only not oppose but would disinterestedly approve 

such a step for humanity's sake. This is true; but the Czar well knows 

that the English journals and the English government are not the same; 

and we are quite sure that he will receive no such assurances from the 

government. But why not? Ah! that is the weighty factor in this Turkish 

business that is always secreted by the English government; – 

"Shylock" has a word to say in all British governmental matters. Like 

all pawnbrokers he has a dark back office; but from that back office the 

outward moves are very generally directed. "Shylock" remembers that 

"the unspeakable Turk" owes him a national debt of over seven hundred 

millions of dollars ($700,000,000), and that, however badly he may 

abuse Christians, he pays a heavy interest and with considerable 

promptness; and he reasons that if the "sick man" dies, the interest and 

debt will both become a total loss. "Shylock" will not let this come to 

pass except as a last resort. And he has immense influence with British 

statesmen – although he must remain out of sight to the public, who, if 

they knew that he is the adviser and shaper of public policy, would not 

be so easily controlled by their statesmen. 

That Russia and Great Britain are likely to come into conflict 

before the full end of Gentile Times we believe; and that their struggle 

is noted in Scripture we think probable. Possibly it will yet be seen to 

be somehow associated with the prophecy of Ezekiel 39th chapter. 
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Russia is great and powerful numerically, by location and because of 

her autocracy. England is great intellectually and financially. As liberty-

lovers, as civilized beings, and above all as Christians, our sympathies 

must be closer to England than to despotic Russia, although we cannot 

close our eyes to England's faults, nor deny that the root of many of 

them is selfishness. "The love of money is a root of all evil." 

Russia's rise to influence has been phenomenal. She is to-day the 

leading power of Europe, and under her leadership are Germany, France 

and Austria. The [R2056 : page 257] four at the four corners of Europe, 

so to speak, seem to give a better temporary guarantee for a few year's 

peace than Europe has had for some time. Meantime, realizing that the 

time is short and the work given us to do important, according to the 

King's command, let us be found using present opportunities with 

diligence, knowing that the "night" of trouble, wherein no man can 

work, hasteth greatly. "Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin that 

doth so easily beset, and run with patience the race set before us." 

*                         *                         * 

The Roman Catholics and Greek Catholics are not very fully in 

accord nor much disposed to unite, judging from the following telegram 

to the press: – [R2057 : page 257] 

"St. Petersburg, Oct. 25. – Father Tolstoi, of the Greek Church, 

recently deposed from the priest's functions because he refused to clear 

himself of an accusation that he had been converted to Catholicism, has 

been arrested at Moscow and taken to Nijni, where he was condemned 

by a church tribunal to seven years' banishment from St. Petersburg and 

Moscow and was forbidden to hold any state office for twenty years." 

[R2057 : page 257] 

COWPER'S VIEW OF RESTITUTION GLORY. 

"Oh, scenes surpassing fable, and yet true, 

Scenes of accomplished bliss! which, who can see, 
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Though but in distant prospect, and not feel 

His soul refreshed with foretaste of the joy? 

"Rivers of gladness water all the earth, 

And clothe all climes with beauty; the reproach 

Of barrenness is past. The fruitful field 

Laughs with abundance; and the land once lean, 

Or fertile only in its own disgrace, 

Exults to see its thistly curse repealed. 

The various seasons woven into one, 

And that one season an eternal spring, 

The garden fears no blight, and needs no fence, 

For there is none to covet: all are full. 

The lion and the libbard and the bear 

Graze with the fearless flocks; all bask at noon 

Together, or all gambol in the shade 

Of the same grove, and drink one common stream. 

Antipathies are none. No foe to man 

Lurks in the serpent now; the mother sees, 

And smiles to see, her infant's playful hand 

Stretched forth to dally with the crested worm, 

To stroke his azure neck, or to receive 

The lambent homage of his arrowy tongue. 

All creatures worship man, and all mankind 

One Lord, one Father. 

"Error has no place; 

That creeping pestilence is driven away, 

The breath of heaven has chased it. In the heart 

No passion touches a discordant sting, 

But all is harmony and love. Disease 

Is not: the pure and uncontaminate blood 

Holds its due course, nor fears the frost of age. 

One song employs all nations, and all cry, 

'Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain for us!' 

The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 
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Shout to each other, and the mountain tops 

From distant mountains catch the flying joy; 

Till, nation after nation taught the strain, 

Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round. 

"Behold the measure of the promise filled; 

See Salem built, the labor of a God! 

Bright as the sun the sacred city shines; 

All kingdoms and all princes of the earth 

Flock to that light; the glory of all lands 

Flows into her; unbounded is her joy, 

And endless her increase. Thy rams are there, 

Nebaioth, and the flocks of Kedar, there 

The looms of Ormus, and the mines of Ind, 

And Saba's spicy groves pay tribute there. 

Praise is in all her gates; upon her walls, 

And in her streets, and in her spacious courts, 

Is heard salvation. Eastern Java there 

Kneels with the native of the farthest West, 

And Ethiopia spreads abroad the hand, 

And worships. Her report has travelled forth 

Into all lands. From every clime they come 

To see thy beauty and to share thy joy, 

O Zion! an assembly such as earth 

Saw never, such as heaven stoops down to see." 
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