
[R2453 : page 88] 

"I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE." 

– APRIL 23 – JOHN 14:1-14. – 

AFTER washing the disciples' feet, and after the sop had been given 

to Judas, and he had gone out; and after telling the disciples that they all 

would be offended that night because of him, and answering Peter that he 

would deny him thrice before the cock crew, we may well suppose that 

the hearts of the eleven were heavy, disturbed, troubled with fearful 

forebodings. Had they indeed been deluded, or had they misunderstood 

the Master when he told them that he was the Messiah, the heir of the 

Kingdom, and that they should sit with him in his throne? How could they 

interpret his language, seeing that only five days before he had received 

the hosannas of the multitude as the Son of David, the King of Israel, 

when riding on the ass? What could it mean that the Master was now 

"exceeding sorrowful" and spoke of betrayal, and of their dispersion and 

of his own death? 

It was in answer to these their troubled thoughts [R2453 : page 

89] that our Lord spoke to them the beautiful words of comfort and 

consolation recorded in the 14th, 15th, 16th and 17th chapters of 

John's Gospel, beginning – "Let not your hearts be troubled: ye believe in 

God, believe also in me." 

The apostles were already consecrated to God as his servants, before 

they came in contact with Jesus; they already believed in God, trusted in 

him, were Israelites indeed without guile. This is testified to further by 

our Lord's prayer, in which he says, "Thine they were, and thou gavest 

them me." The trouble in their hearts was not in respect to the foundations 

of their [R2454 : page 89] hopes, for these were all established. They not 

only knew and trusted God, but knew and trusted also the promises of God 

respecting the Kingdom and the blessing that should come to all the 

families of the earth through it. The whole question before their minds 

was respecting Jesus: – Was he indeed the Messiah, or had they built some 
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false expectations upon his wonderful words and deeds? How should they 

understand it if now, after three and a half years of ministry he should die 

at the hands of his enemies, instead of establishing his Kingdom and 

subduing all things to himself, as they had expected? He had said that he 

was going away, and that whither he went they could not come. How 

could they understand these matters, and harmonize them? 

They had not yet learned the meaning of the words which early in his 

ministry our Lord had addressed to Nicodemus – "Except a man be born 

again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God;" – "Except a man be born of 

water and of spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God." (John 

3:3,5.) But these were spiritual truths, and could not be appreciated until 

Pentecost would bring them the anointing of the holy spirit, and permit 

them to "comprehend with all saints the lengths and breadths and heights 

and depths" of the divine plan. But they did need some comfort, and the 

Master proceeded to give them the best and the strongest spiritual food, 

instruction, that they were able to receive. He had many things to tell 

them, but they could not bear them then, could not understand them, until 

the anointing of the holy spirit would prepare their hearts. 

Our Lord began by reviving in them their faith in the Father and in 

his plan, saying, Ye believe in God, – believe also in me: recognize the 

fact that all of the Father's plan will be accomplished, and inasmuch as 

you have seen my loyalty to the Father in word and in deed, and inasmuch 

as you have seen the Father's power unto good works manifested in me, 

let faith's anchor hold; continue to trust me, continue to have confidence, 

and you shall have a blessing; wait for the development of the divine plan, 

and it will more than satisfy your highest expectations. You are perplexed 

because I said that I am going away – going to the Father, but let me 

explain to you that my going is in your interest: I go to prepare a place for 

you in my Father's house of many apartments; and as surely as I do this I 

will come again and receive you unto myself, that we may henceforth be 

together forever. 
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Thus, in a few words, the Master declared the work of the Gospel 

age, pointing to his second advent and the glorification of the Church at 

the end of the age. He did not here stop to give them detailed explanations 

of the trials of faith and of patience through which they must pass; this he 

had done on other occasions, warning and cautioning them (Matt. 24); 

now their hearts were troubled, and he would merely console them with 

the assurance that his going away was necessary, that his second coming 

would be certain, and that the gathering of all to everlasting fellowship 

with him in the mansions prepared was assured. 

The Father's House is really the Universe, and figuratively speaking 

heaven is his throne, the earth his footstool. Divine providence has made 

abundant arrangement for the everlasting blessedness of all the sons of 

God. In the divine arrangement a provision had been made for man when 

in harmony with God, before the fall, but by reason of sin all of man's 

rights to a place in the everlasting abode of the just had been forfeited, 

and at the time of our dear Redeemer's discourse he was in the world for 

the very purpose of redeeming man and all his forfeited rights and 

possessions. (Luke 19:10; Eph. 1:14.) The purchase had not yet been 

completed – our Lord intended to finish the arrangements therefor within 

a few hours at Calvary. But this would cost the sacrifice of himself – the 

full surrender of the man Christ Jesus as a man, and he could be with them 

no longer as a man. The hope was that by his obedience to the divine will 

he should not only redeem Adam and his race by the sacrifice of himself, 

the man Christ Jesus, but that he would be raised from death to a new 

nature on a higher plane – the divine nature. Thus it was necessary that he 

should go away from them as the man Christ Jesus, and that they should 

see him no more as the man, but that in due time, at his second coming, 

they also should be "changed" from human conditions to spirit conditions, 

and "be like him and see him as he is." – 1 John 3:2. 

It was necessary, also, that, after laying down his life, he should 

ascend to the Father and present his sacrifice as on man's behalf – as man's 

ransom – and this he did: the Pentecostal blessing was the divine 

attestation that the sacrifice for sins was accepted of the Father on man's 
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behalf, and that hence the resulting blessing came forth upon all who 

accepted Jesus as their Redeemer. 

The interim between our Lord's death and his [R2454 : page 

90] second advent is not long from any standpoint of faith. (1) It is not 

long from God's standpoint, for, as the Apostle Peter declares, "A 

thousand years are as one day" with the Lord. (2 Pet. 3:8.) (2) It is not 

long from the standpoint of true believers, for to none of them is the 

average of life and waiting above fifty years. We are not to take the 

longest and most incongruous view of this period – not to feel as tho we 

had been living for eighteen hundred years in waiting expectancy: 

"Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof," and sufficient to each 

individual is his own share in the trials, polishing and preparations for the 

coming of the Bridegroom to receive him unto himself. While it is an 

affair of the Church as a whole in one sense of the word, it is an individual 

affair in the most important sense of the word to each of the Lord's 

followers. 

"And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know." For three years 

our Lord had been making himself known to his disciples, and also 

making them acquainted with the Father's character; and hence, when he 

now informed them that he was going home to the Father, they were to 

feel that they knew the Father better than ever, and could better than ever 

appreciate such a home of righteousness and true happiness as he would 

provide and maintain. Moreover, their experience with the Lord, and 

under his instructions and leading, had made them acquainted with the 

way to God, even tho they did not recognize it as such. Hence our Lord's 

declaration, "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life – no man cometh to the 

Father but by me." 

Our Lord was the "Way" in that only through his sacrifice, the 

"ransom," imputing his merit to sinners, could they be made acceptable to 

the Father or be received back again into fellowship with him. He was the 

"Truth" in the sense that only through his words, his instructions, his 

guidance, could there be any hope of coming into harmony with the spirit 
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of God, the spirit of truth. He was the "Life" in that all the race was dead, 

under divine sentence – had forfeited the rights of life – and none could 

come again into life conditions except through him – through the life 

which he gave for ours. Thus he is our Ransom, or Way; our Teacher or 

Instructor in righteousness, in the truth, and our Life-giver; – "Neither is 

their salvation in any other." "No man cometh unto the Father but by me" 

– no man need hope for any place in any of the mansions of the Father's 

house by any other way, by any other truth, by any other life. – Acts 

4:12; John 14:6. 

And so also Christ will be the Way, the Truth and the Life to the 

world of mankind in the Millennial age. And as the Lord, by his sacrifice 

and offering, opened for the Gospel Church, his bride, an abode in the 

heavenly division of God's mansion, or house, so by the same sacrifice he 

redeemed and will restore and give to mankind (to as many as obey him 

– Acts 3:23) a home in the earthly divisions of the Father's house, which 

will then again become a Paradise of God. 

Much as the apostles esteemed the Master, it was difficult for them 

to grasp the thought of his perfection – that he was the very image of God 

in flesh. (1 Tim. 3:16.) They had heard him tell, and indeed knew also 

from the Law, that "God is a spirit" – not flesh, and hence not visible. 

They had heard him declare previously, also, "No man hath seen God at 

any time; the only begotten Son,...he hath revealed him." (John 1:18.) But 

they had never grasped the thought that in seeing Jesus they saw the most 

that was possible to be seen of the divine character – its likeness, 

its perfect image in flesh. It was therefore necessary that the Master 

should call their attention to this fact, saying, "He that hath seen me hath 

seen the Father." He did not mean them to understand that he was the 

Father, for this he had distinctly disclaimed repeatedly, telling them that 

the Father was greater, and that the works which he did were done by the 

Father's power. (John 14:28,10.) Nor did he mean them to understand that 

in seeing him they had seen an invisible being, as God is invisible. He did 

mean them to understand that in seeing his character, his motives, his love, 
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they had seen a true expression that most faithfully represented the Father 

in all these particulars. 

He would have them understand the unity subsisting between the 

Father and himself, his will was buried into the Father's will, he would 

have no other; "Not my will, but thine, be done." He would have them 

understand that the Father, by his power, by his spirit, dwelt in him also, 

so that his words and works fully and completely represented the Father. 

He declared to them that the works which they had witnessed during his 

ministry fully attested this power of the Highest resting upon him and 

operating through him. And this seems to have fully satisfied the apostles, 

and to have brought rest to their hearts. 

As a further explanation of the necessity for his going to the Father, 

our Lord declares that as a result of his going his followers should do 

greater works than he had done. It may perhaps be proper to think that 

some of these "greater works" will occur after the [R2455 : page 

90] Kingdom has been established – the great work of awakening the 

world of mankind from the sleep of death and restoring the willing and 

obedient to the full perfection of human life. That, truly, will be a greater 

work than our Lord Jesus accomplished at his first advent, for then his 

greatest work was the awakening of the sleeping ones without bringing 

them to the full perfection of human nature. 

But in our opinion this is not the only sense in which the Lord's 

followers are to understand that their [R2455 : page 91] works shall be 

greater than those of the Master. The Lord's works were on a fleshly plane 

as a matter of necessity. The holy spirit had not yet come – could not come 

until after he had given the ransom price and had presented it to the 

Father, and it had been accepted. Consequently, those to whom he 

ministered (even his disciples, not being begotten of the spirit) could not 

be instructed from that standpoint. Their ears were heavy as respected 

earthly things, but in regard to heavenly things they could understand 

nothing; for, "The natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God, 

neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." It is 
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since Pentecost that "God hath revealed them [spiritual things] unto us by 

his spirit," which "searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God." – 1 

Cor. 2:10,14; John 3:12. 

In the midst of the house of servants, not yet begotten of the spirit – 

not yet granted the privilege of sonship (John 1:12), our Lord could do 

and teach on no higher plane than the earthly, except as he "spoke unto 

the people in parables and dark sayings," which in due time the Church 

would understand, under the leading of the holy spirit. It was in 

consequence of this that our Lord's miracles were all physical, and his 

plain understandable teachings were all on a plane appreciable by the 

natural man. 

But when the holy spirit was come, after Pentecost, the Lord's people, 

in his name, and as his representatives, began to do greater, more 

wonderful works than those which he himself had performed. Did the 

Lord open the eyes of the blind? His followers were privileged to open 

the eyes of men's understandings. Did the Lord heal the physically sick? 

His disciples were permitted to heal the spiritually diseased. Did the Lord 

cure physical leprosy? It was the privilege of his followers to heal spiritual 

leprosy, sin. Did our Lord revive the dead? It was the privilege of his 

followers to preach a Gospel by which many "passed from death unto life" 

in a much higher sense. And these privileges of these still greater works 

are yet with the Lord's people. Blessed are those who appreciate their great 

privileges, and are about the Father's business with energy, with zeal. But 

those who, having received a talent of the Lord, bury it in the earth – in 

business, in pleasure, in society – cannot expect to be received of the 

Master at his second coming, nor to hear him say, "Well done, good and 

faithful servant, enter thou into the joys of thy Lord." 

As indicating how fully he would still continue to be the active agent 

of the Father in all things relating to the Church, our Lord assures us that 

such things as we ask of the Father he (Jesus) will do for us, that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. The Father hath committed all things 

7

http://mostholyfaith.com/Beta/bible/BibleXref.asp?xref=bible%5e1%20Corinthians%5e2%5e10,14#Here
http://mostholyfaith.com/Beta/bible/BibleXref.asp?xref=bible%5e1%20Corinthians%5e2%5e10,14#Here
http://mostholyfaith.com/Beta/bible/BibleXref.asp?xref=bible%5eJohn%5e3%5e12#Here
http://mostholyfaith.com/Beta/bible/BibleXref.asp?xref=bible%5eJohn%5e1%5e12#Here


into the hands of the Son; nevertheless, in everything the Son 

acknowledges the Father and gives glory to his name. 
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