
[R2570 : page 38] 

WE HAVE FOUND HIM! EUREKA! 

– FEB. 4. – JOHN 1:35-46. – 

AFTER his wilderness temptation, Jesus returned to Bethabara, 

where John was preaching, fully convinced of the character of his 

mission – that it was not to be after the manner of Satan's suggestion 

of worldly methods, leading on to popularity and honor of men – that 

on the contrary it would be his part to bear witness to the truth in such 

a truthful and simple manner as would commend it and him to such 

only as were Israelites indeed. No doubt by this time he saw that before 

the glorification could come the new Israel must be selected, the "royal 

priesthood, the holy nation, the peculiar people" – antitypical or 

spiritual Israel. He had reason to expect that there was at least a 

remnant of this class in the nation of Israel after the flesh, and altho 

fully realizing that no man could come unto him except the Father 

which sent him should draw him, he nevertheless recognized the 

propriety of putting himself in the way of those whom the Father 

would draw, that he might receive them as quickly and as favorably as 

possible. Hence his return from the wilderness was to the vicinity of 

John's mission work, where not unreasonably he might expect to find 

some of the Israelites indeed. 

Our lesson shows that the Heavenly Father had made use of John 

the Baptizer's Mission and had exerted through it a drawing influence 

upon the hearts of some who by this time were quite ready to learn of 

Jesus as the Way, the Truth and the Life – the channel of approach to 

God. The drawing power which the Father exerts during this age is the 

truth – the knowledge of divine compassion toward mankind 

manifested through the sending of Messiah to save the people from 

their sins – to deliver them from the power of sin and Satan, as well as 

from the death penalty. 
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It was after our Lord's return from the wilderness that the 

delegation of priests and Levites, sent from Jerusalem, came to John 

asking, "Who art thou?" to whom he replied that he was not the Christ 

but merely a forerunner, a herald. To these John pointed out Jesus, 

saying, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 

world," explaining how he knew Jesus to be the Messiah by a 

previously appointed sign which God had given him – the descent of 

the holy spirit in the form of a dove. – Vss. 19-34. 

It was the very next day after this testimony to the priests and 

Levites that John, in the presence of two of his disciples, looking 

intently upon Jesus as he passed near (no doubt wondering how our 

Lord's Messiahship would be made known), exclaimed, "Behold the 

Lamb of God!" This was the same testimony (only abbreviated) that 

he had given to the priests and Levites, and which had evidently fallen, 

in their case, upon dull ears. But note the difference in the case of those 

who were "Israelites indeed:" the two disciples immediately followed 

Jesus. John's testimony became to them the drawing power of God, 

because they were in a condition of heart to be susceptible to that 

influence. Thus we see clearly illustrated how some are drawn and 

others are not drawn by the same message, and we see also that the 

divine drawing does not operate arbitrarily, but in accordance with 

certain fixed principles pertinent to the divine plan. It was not 

sufficient that a testimony should be given, it was not sufficient that a 

curiosity should be aroused; it was necessary additionally that the 

interest awakened should be so powerful as to lead to action on the 

part of those who were drawn, as the poet expresses it, 

"He drew me, and I followed on." 

[R2571 : page 39] 

The Lord is seeking not merely the curious, but the truth-hungry, 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, and for fellowship with 

himself, and here, as in every instance, he that seeketh, in this proper 

attitude of heart, findeth. The two disciples had not followed the Lord 
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far until their faith and zeal began to be rewarded: the Lord turned to 

them and was the first to speak, and thus he illustrated his own words 

respecting those drawn of the Father to him, "He that cometh unto me 

I will in no wise cast out." Had our Lord not thus condescended it 

would have been a difficult matter for these humble fishermen to have 

approached one so far above them in dignity and in appearance – one 

whom they had just learned was the great Messiah, long promised of 

God to be the Prince of the kings of the earth. Applying this feature of 

the lesson to ourselves, and remembering that the Lord is the same 

yesterday, today and forever, helps us to appreciate his condescension 

manifested toward all who would come unto the Father through him – 

we who now come to him because of the hearing of faith and the sight 

of faith, as well as those who then approached him because of the sight 

of the natural eye and the hearing of the natural ear. 

Our Lord's salutation, "What seek ye?" not only overcame the 

diffidence of those who sought him, but the more they would consider 

his words subsequently, the more meaningful they would find them, 

as we do today. And this seems to be the question which the Lord puts 

to all those who approach him, and essay to become his followers, 

"What seek ye?" Are you seeking loaves and fishes of earthly 

advantage? Are you seeking earthly honor and social and political 

influence and preferment? The answer soon or later will be manifested 

by the conduct of the seekers, tho evidently all do not realize, at the 

time, what are their real motives in seeking the Lord. It were better, 

however, that each should remember our Lord's own expression on 

this subject, and sit down and count the cost at the very beginning – 

that each one should learn that to seek the Lord truly is to seek after 

righteousness, fellowship with the Father and with the Son; and that 

this means the forsaking of sin, so far as the heart is concerned, and so 

far as possible the purifying of the flesh by the "washing of water 

through the Word." – Eph. 5:26. 

All should learn also that seeking to be disciples of Christ implies 

not only a fellowship with him in the glory that is soon to be revealed, 
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but also a fellowship with him in the sufferings of this present time – 

a "filling up of that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ." If, as 

our Lord suggested, each one would sit down and count the cost 

beforehand, there would be less subsequent disappointment, and altho 

the number of his followers would be much smaller there would be 

many less "tares" amongst the "wheat," and this would mean the better 

spiritual prosperity of the "wheat." 

The would-be disciples of Jesus heard the question without 

discerning, of course, its depth; nevertheless, being in the right 

condition of heart their answer was along proper lines – Rabbi 

(master), where are you stopping? They seem to have understood that 

like themselves he was a Galilean, and that like themselves and others 

he was merely visiting in that vicinity on account of John's mission 

work, which drew great multitudes. Their question implied in a 

pleasant way a desire to become more intimately acquainted with 

Jesus. And he accepted it in this manner, and invited them to his 

stopping place; as it was about four o'clock in the afternoon they 

remained with him the remainder of the day, and we may well imagine 

what the Evangelist has not recorded respecting the pleasure and profit 

which came to them during these hours of intercourse. As a result they 

were convinced of Jesus' Messiahship – their own intercourse with 

him tending to corroborate John's testimony. And thus it is with all 

who of a true heart seek to know of God's appointed way; not only are 

they kindly received by the Lord, but the very opportunities for 

knowledge, fellowship and communion which they desire are granted 

to them. 

Andrew was one of these two disciples of John, and altho the 

other is not definitely mentioned it is the general supposition that it 

was the Apostle John himself, who seems to have been of a very 

modest disposition, quite unwilling to make his own name very 

prominent in his writings. Thus on other occasions he mentions 

himself not by name but as "that disciple whom Jesus loved." – John 

13:23; 19:26. 
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Andrew and John both had brothers, and the implication of the 

Greek text seems to be that both at once sought their brothers, to bring 

them to the Lord, but that "Andrew first findeth his own brother 

Simon," and it may be surmised that John through modesty neglected 

here to mention that he also found his brother James, and brought him 

to the Lord. This is a good illustration of the proper course for those 

who have found the Lord – they should at once begin to think of their 

brethren, friends, neighbors, and should carry the good tidings to them 

as quickly as possible. It was quite proper that these disciples did not 

follow the course that some are inclined to follow today, viz., to seek 

to learn of the Master all that he would communicate, and then go forth 

and pose as wise ones amongst their friends, giving them the 

information they had received in driblets, and avoiding the mention of 

Jesus as the Father's channel of communication of the truth to them. 

Properly, they investigated [R2571 : page 40] privately to an extent 

sufficient to justify their confidence, and then immediately began to 

tell the good tidings to their friends. So each one who has found the 

Lord should seek to make him known to others; and more than this, 

like Andrew we should not only seek to acquaint our friends with the 

fact, but should seek to bring them to the Lord for personal contact 

with him – such spiritual contact that they may see him with the eye 

of faith, and hear him with the ear of faith, that they may know him, 

whom to know is life eternal. Too many take a different course, and 

are satisfied merely to tell the good news to their friends without 

bringing them through faith and consecration into contact with the 

Lord. Let us more and more learn the right way to serve our friends. 

Let us learn that knowledge is valueless except as it succeeds in 

bringing the hearer into faith contact with the Savior. 

When Peter was brought to the Lord, "Jesus looked upon him," 

or as we might express it, "read him through and through," and then 

said, Your present name is Simon, and you are the son of John, but 

you shall be called Cephas, – Hebrew for Peter (Greek, petros, a 

stone). This may be understood as a kind of prophecy on our Lord's 

part respecting a great change in Peter's character. Peter was naturally 
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very impulsive – not sufficiently solid, too easily carried about; and 

yet our Lord evidently saw in him sterling qualities of heart, honesty, 

sincerity of purpose: and knowing the influence which his teachings 

and the holy spirit would exercise upon such a character, he foretold a 

change which would make of Peter one of the staunchest and most 

substantial of his corps of disciples. This prophecy of change was 

implied in the new name given him, signifying solidity – a stone – 

whereas his previous name, Simon, signified a listener. 

Altho Peter was the only one of the twelve whose name was thus 

changed we may readily suppose that the characters of all were 

considerably changed, under the influence of the great Teacher and of 

the holy spirit, which came upon them at Pentecost. And so it is with 

all who become the Lord's disciples: to enter the school of Christ and 

to remain there means, as the Apostle expresses it, that we will 

be "transformed by the renewing of our minds." And the Lord 

promises all such that they shall have "a new name," expressive of the 

new character, but which no man can appreciate except those who 

receive it – the name of Christ. – Rev. 2:17. 

In the case of Philip, the order of procedure was reversed, and 

instead of his coming to the Lord, as did the first two, and instead of 

his being brought to the Lord, as in the case of Peter and probably 

James, the Lord, on the contrary, "found him" or approached him on 

the subject, inviting him to become one of his disciples. This shows us 

the diversity of divine operation in respect to those who are ready for 

the truth. It may reach them in one way or in another, but all who are 

ready for it we may be sure will be brought in contact with Messiah – 

drawn of the Father. We are not to question that Philip had been 

previously under divine preparation and drawn into a condition of 

heart ready to receive Jesus, else he would not have become his 

follower when invited. 

Philip was doubtless acquainted with Andrew and Peter, since 

they were of the same city, and like Andrew he seems to have thought 
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at once of telling the good tidings to another, and he remembered his 

friend Nathaniel, whom he knew to be God-fearing, and living in 

expectation of the fulfilment of the divine promise of the Messiah. We 

note with pleasure the directness of his presentation of the subject, 

"We have found him of whom Moses in the Law [in the Pentateuch, 

the first five books of the Old Testament] and the Prophets did write, 

Jesus of Nazareth." He did not attempt to interest Nathaniel merely 

with the prospect of joint-heirship in the Kingdom, tho that of course 

would be implied indirectly; but he drew attention to our Lord's 

person. And his language shows that he was not a mere enthusiast, but 

that he had been making a study of the fact that Messiah had been 

described by Moses and the prophets, and that he had evidently been 

endeavoring, to the best of his ability, to test our Lord's title by those 

predictions and had found satisfactory evidence that Jesus was indeed 

the Christ, the Sent of God. So it should be with all of us when we 

attempt to present the message of Christ to the attention of others. We 

should have the promises of God and their fulfilment in mind; and 

these should be our argument. It is not calling attention to Christ, nor 

at all following the example of Philip, to assail men with threats of 

eternal torment, and to [R2572 : page 40] urge them to join some 

human society called a church; nor is it following Philip's example to 

present as inducements the prospect of financial and social prosperity 

through church affiliations. On the contrary, the message to be 

delivered is respecting our Lord, and that he is the Deliverer whom the 

Father has sent, and that whoever would have the Father's fellowship 

and blessing must come to Messiah and in him find the wisdom of God 

and the mercy of God unto salvation. 

Nathaniel is commonly understood to be another name for 

Bartholemew, and he probably, like the others, had been in attendance 

at John's mission. We may readily suppose that John's work not only 

attracted to him the social outcasts of Israel, seeking a life of 

reformation, but that it drew to him also certain colaborers in the work, 

who were known as his "disciples," [R2572 : page 41] and who 

assisted him in administering baptism to those who came as repentant 
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sinners. (John 4:1,2.) This offers another suggestion respecting these 

Israelites indeed who were of John's company, and were thus 

introduced earliest to Jesus, and were ready to become his disciples: 

their fidelity to righteousness, and their endeavor to serve the Lord 

according to the best of their ability, led directly to their more intimate 

association with Jesus and his service. So doubtless we will find it 

today, that some who are engaged in works of reform from proper 

motives are specially prepared for deeper truths, and grander 

privileges in connection with the present harvest work, and we should 

be willing to put ourselves in the way of such, after the example of our 

Lord with these his first disciples. 

Nathaniel seems to have been rather of the incredulous type of 

mind; he was fearful that his friend Philip was being deceived by an 

impostor, and he began to offer objections. Nazareth itself was noted 

as being rather a fanatical city; besides, no doubt Nathaniel had in 

mind the declaration of the prophet respecting Bethlehem as the city 

that would be honored as Messiah's birth place, and so he inquired, Is 

it reasonable for us to expect that any great good would come from 

Nazareth? Is there any Scripture to that effect? He was of course 

ignorant of the fact that our Lord was born in Bethlehem, and taken as 

an infant to the home of Joseph in Nazareth. His question, and the 

reasoning which it implies, were evidently very proper. But as we note 

Philip's reply, we are full of admiration for its simplicity and wisdom. 

He did not attempt to explain matters which are difficult to be 

understood, and which had not yet been explained to him; nor did he 

waver in his faith because of this suggestion of doubt. On the contrary 

he said, "Come and see:" when you have seen the man, and have heard 

him as I have, no doubt will remain in your mind that he is no ordinary 

man, and that he is all he claims to be. 

It would be well if all of the Lord's dear followers would learn 

well a proper, simple directness of approach on religious subjects, 

exemplified by Philip's words to Nathaniel; and also they should learn 

not to attempt to take the Master's place, but to bring all true Israelites 
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direct to him, as the Teacher, the explainer of the obscure features 

connected with himself and his work. Matters often look differently 

on the outside from what they appear on the inside, as faith and greater 

privilege display them. God has purposely arranged it so that those 

who look from the outside only see many inconsistencies, 

inharmonies, and undesirable features, while those who get to view 

matters from the inside standpoint of faith can see riches of grace, 

beauty, harmony, divine workmanship. And this exterior view is the 

one that naturally comes to all of us first, as it came to Nathaniel, and 

the proper course to be pursued is that suggested by Philip, – come on 

the inside and see how it looks; take the standpoint of faith in the 

divine revelation, and from that standpoint note the grandeur of the 

divine plan. 

This same lesson is pointedly illustrated by an anecdote told by 

Pastor Spurgeon, deceased, of a man who was invited into an orchard 

to eat some of the fruit; he refused, for he said that he had picked up 

some of the apples by the roadside that fell from the trees, and they 

were poor and bitter. The owner replied those trees were placed there 

on purpose, so that bad boys would not be attracted into the orchard to 

steal. "But" said he, "come inside, and there the apples are delicious." 

Thus it is with those who see Christianity only from the exterior. They 

see many misrepresentations of true religion and true faith in 

prominent places, and even if they be able to distinguish as between 

the true Christianity and its misrepresentation in churchianity, they are 

apt to see only the self-denials, the crosses, the persecution for 

righteousness' sake, etc., and know nothing comparatively of the 

heavenly peace and blessing enjoyed by those who have entered into 

newness of life with Christ, who are supported well by the gracious 

promises of the divine Word and by the fellowship of spirit granted to 

them, which permits them to rejoice even in tribulation and count their 

disadvantages as but light afflictions enduring but for a moment, when 

compared with their higher joys, and their hopes that these shall be 

eternal. 
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Let us leave this lesson with two thoughts specially clear before 

our minds: (1) The importance of finding the Lord, and not merely of 

gaining information about him. (2) The propriety and importance of 

seeking out the "brethren," and of bringing them not merely to a 

knowledge of abstract truth, but especially to the Lord, and to intimate 

communion and fellowship with him. 
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