
[R2645 : page 174] 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

WHEN PERSECUTED, FLEE. 

Question. – How should we understand and apply Matt. 10:23 – 

"When they persecute you in this city, flee ye to another; for verily I 

say unto you, ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel till the Son 

of Man be come"? 

Answer. – These instructions were given primarily to the twelve 

Apostles, and doubtless were understood by them to mean that their 

mission was not to stay long in a place, but that as persecution arose, 

and the people were unwilling to hear their message, they were to go 

to other cities and villages, full of the conviction that the time for their 

special testimony of the Kingdom at hand was limited, and that they 

would not more than have accomplished their proclamation in all the 

cities of Israel before the Son of Man would be presented as King, and 

the testing of the nation reach its climax. This climax was reached 

when, at the end of his three and a half years' ministry, our Lord rode 

to them on the ass, as their King, and failing to be received (in harmony 

with the prophecy) declared their house henceforth left desolate. 

– Luke 13:35. 

But while this was the primary signification of the Lord's words, 

we believe that like most of his teachings to Israel after the flesh it had 

a still larger meaning than was then due to be understood – an 

application to the parallel closing of this Gospel age. As there was a 

"harvest" in the end of the Jewish age, in which natural Israel was 

tested, so in the end of this [R2645 : page 175] age there is a "harvest" 

in which spiritual Israel will be tested. And as there was a proclamation 

of Jesus in the flesh, as King, so there must be correspondingly a 

proclamation of Jesus, the new creature, as King of Glory. And as in 

that "harvest" some were sent forth with the harvest message, and it 

was to reach all the Israelites within the borders of the promised land, 
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so now we understand that in the present harvest the message is going 

forth, "behold the bridegroom," and the further announcement to Zion, 

"Thy God reigneth." (Matt. 25:6; Isa. 52:7.) This harvest message is 

also to be understood as limited in time, and the bearers of it are not to 

dally, but to exercise diligence, realizing that the time is short, and that 

they shall have time and no more to go over all the cities of spiritual 

Israel, before the grand consummation shall be reached, and the Son of 

Man shall have completed the first part of his work, the collection of 

his saints, the "Jewels," the "Little Flock," and thus the Kingdom be set 

up in power. 

OF WHOM AND FOR WHOM DO WE SPEAK? 

Question. – When in the WATCH TOWER and DAWNS and Old 

Theology Tracts we read "we believe," "our views," etc., are we to 

understand that a Church or Society or creed so teaches? If not, how 

shall we understand such expressions? 

Answer. – No; we speak for no party or sect or creed or confession, 

but merely for ourself, – the Editor. Long ago we adopted the plural 

pronoun in referring to our personal views as being much more modest 

than the frequent use 

of "I said," "I think," "I expect," "I believe," I find, etc. And this 

custom is followed in the ablest newspapers and journals of our land. 

Of course, incidentally, we voice the sentiments of many of our 

readers when voicing our own; because they and we recognize the 

Bible as a divine revelation, the only standard of truth, and endeavor to 

keep close to its letter and spirit. But "we" will neither bind others to 

"our" convictions nor permit any to bind "us" to theirs. The 

only fixed creed we recognize is the simple and fundamental one – that 

God sent his Son, who died for our sins; and that through faith in this, 

and obedience to him, to the extent of our ability, we shall be saved. 

All who so confess are "Christians" and are to be treated as "brethren." 

They should be assisted to grow in knowledge and grace, but should be 

accorded fullest liberty, – "The liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
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free." Neither directly nor indirectly has anyone a right to make a creed 

for them nor to otherwise speak for them and then imply their 

"disloyalty" and "heresy" if they attempt to resent misrepresentations. 

WATCH TOWER readers are supposed to be, and urged to be, the 

Lord's freemen, and at the same time the Lord's bond-servants; and to 

call no man master; because one alone is their Master and Lord – Jesus. 

This liberty, however, does not hinder them from appreciating one 

another as "brethren" – 

"Whose kind designs to serve and please 

Through all their actions run." 

Each is free to love and esteem each other for their work's sake, 

and to seek to note how the Master is pleased to use one and another in 

serving "the body of Christ." Each free one, loyal to the Lord, is pleased 

to recognize as special servants of "the body" those whom the Lord 

specially uses. Those who are not free with the liberty wherewith 

Christ makes free, are enslaved to decisions of men and to customs and 

theories, and are not at liberty to follow the leadings of divine 

providence and the testimonies of the divine Word. 

WHEN WILL SATAN BE BOUND? 

Question. – In the DAWNS you have intimated that the binding 

of Satan in the end of this age will be accomplished by the increase of 

general intelligence, – light, etc. Is this the only sense in which you 

consider that he will be bound? 

Answer. – By no means. The binding of Satan with the great chain, 

and the putting of him into the abyss mentioned in Rev. 20:1-3, is all 

figurative; but the figures are all meaningful. To us they signify 

a complete restraint of Satan and all his powers of evil. The great chain 

represents restraint. The word abyss, in our common version rendered 

"bottomless pit," represents oblivion. The seal upon it represents divine 

care that none shall interfere with God's arrangement, but that it shall 
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all be carried out strictly in accordance with the divine prearrangement. 

Our suggestion respecting the influence of the increased light of the 

present time is that a preliminary restraint of evil [R2646 : page 

175] results from turning on the light of present truth, which makes the 

evil the more manifest and the less able to deceive. But this is not all, 

by any means. The thought is that the great King, who is now about to 

take full control of the world, has full power to bind, to restrain Satan 

and every evil power and influence, that nothing may hurt or injure that 

which is good throughout the Millennial Age, as has been the case 

during the present age, when the Kingdom of heaven (the Church in its 

incipient state) suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force, 

misusing the members of the body of Christ, even as they misused also 

the Head of the body – our Lord. 

Whether Satan and his associates, the fallen angels, will remain 

associated with this earth we do not know, but it is quite sufficient for 

us to have the Lord's assurance that they will no longer be prince and 

powers of the air, able to misrepresent and deceive mankind, as at 

present. Some have surmised that Satan and his angels would be 

deported during the Millennial period, but while there is no Scripture 

that we are aware of which would settle this point, our view is to the 

contrary of this. We believe that they will not be deported but remain, 

powerless to deceive. Our reason for so supposing is two-fold: 

(1) This earth has been the scene of their original transgressions 

and subsequent misdeeds, and it would seem proper that they 

should witness the marvelous transformation which will ensue after the 

Prince of Light, the Prince of Peace, Emmanuel, shall assume the reins 

of power, and bring blessings to all the families of the earth. 

(2) The Scriptures assure us that the work of the glorified Church 

will not only be to give trial to or "judge the world" of mankind during 

the Millennial [R2646 : page 176] age, but that it will include also the 

judgment or trial of these fallen angels: and if both mankind and the 

angels are to be judged, during the same period, it would seem entirely 
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reasonable that both should be associated with the earth and its 

atmosphere. – 1 Cor. 6:3; 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6. 

page 176 

FAITHFUL CO-LABORERS HEARD FROM. 

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL: – I praise God for the new life that 

has come to our Church here lately. I conclude it is the food in Vol. v. 

of the DAWN and the helpful articles in the WATCH TOWER as much 

as the "Volunteer" letters that have awakened us to new energy. The 

work of our dear brethren is indeed a powerful stimulant and has 

enlivened me. I enjoy the honor God has bestowed on me in permitting 

me to lay down my life in service for the brethren in Babylon. 

I feel like a full-sized man while standing before a church door 

handing out the "glad tidings" to my fellow men. It is such an honorable 

business to be an ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ. Everyone seems 

polite and nearly always thank us for the books. When occasionally 

they refuse them, I believe it is because they think we are selling them. 

The books appear too expensive to give away. They have asked me a 

number of times who pays for the literature. I simply answer, "The 

Tract Society." 

How few recognize that the "glad tidings" are like a beautiful air 

whose accompaniment (full of deep, rich bass solos, baritone minors, 

bursts of wild, thrilling, harmonic chords and countless thrilling 

rivulets of counter melody) is the Old Testament. Before Jesus came 

there was no connected tune in the accompaniment. There were grand 

sounds of rich chords, occasional weird musical phrases and counter 

melodies. It took Jesus, the Lamb of God, the spotless friend of 

mankind to bring to light the charming tune, the entrancing air, by 

simply making it more prominent than the accompaniment. Imagine us 

listening to the orchestra of God's universe, listening to this anthem of 

the ages! It seems, sometimes, almost frightful in the grandeur and 

sublimity of its awe-inspiring greatness. 
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Dear brother, I appreciate your unselfish devotion in laying down 

your life for us – for me. I was ignorant of God in almost everything 

until, through the DAWNS, you divided the word of truth in its proper 

dispensations, massing Scripture on the various points of importance, 

until I saw a plan threading its way through the Bible. My life is new 

now, it has been changed; the love for God's business has weaned my 

heart away from the fleeting phantoms of the world – its pleasures. 

How small they now look beside the radiant beauty of pureness and 

truth! 

To realize day by day that our trials of patience, love, our humility 

and all the graces of the spirit, is a discipline or training that God is 

imposing on us in order that we may be transformed in heart into the 

likeness and character of our blessed Redeemer, is what gives me peace 

and contentment with such things as I have, and it also makes the trials 

easier to "endure." "Blessed is that man who endures temptations." I 

used to wonder why you "harped" (Rev. 14:2) on these things year after 

year. Now I know why; – that when my ears got open enough to hear 

the instruction, I could profit by it. 

Dear brother, I have learned valuable lessons from your mode of 

work and I want you to know how thoroughly I am in sympathy with 

all you do. You have helped me out of darkness, and it makes me all 

the more appreciative of your work because I know you do it, not for 

the reward of praise from us, but from your faithfulness and love of our 

Redeemer and God. I rejoice to know there are true hearts on the earth, 

that God has transformed human minds. Praise his holy name! Yours 

in loving service, 

F. A. HALL, – Indiana. 

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL: – Words would fail to express how 

thankful I feel to our dear Lord for sending me the message of "present 

truth" and revealing unto me the great reward that awaits those who 

earnestly seek both to know and to do his will. 
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It is now about 3½ years since I began to study MILLENNIAL 

DAWN and to me these few years have been of more real importance 

than all the other 22 years of my life put together. When I look back 

and see how the Lord has been leading me, and how often he has 

delivered me from the snares of the adversary, I cannot help feeling 

glad. At first Satan tried to ensnare me by telling me that the sacrifice 

was too great – more than I ever could hope to fulfil, but after counting 

the cost I resolved to trust our Master for it all, and he has not 

disappointed me. Praise his name! 

Our meetings here for the last 12 months have been very helpful 

to the study of the Word, and all testify to receiving great blessings 

from them, except a few who went out from us when the truth began to 

get strong. We have also had occasional visits from Bro. Hemery and 

Bro. Houston, which have been highly appreciated. I have been 

thinking of trying to colporteur DAWN here when the mild weather 

begins. I tried it for a month some time ago and met with a measure of 

success. It seems to be a little in my line; I am entirely free from 

worldly cares, and have a fair business experience, being in the grocery 

trade here. Bro. Anderson and I had thought of trying it together. With 

much love to all the saints in Allegheny, I remain, Yours in our Master's 

service, 

WILLIAM CRAWFORD, – Scotland. 

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL: – I must write you my thanks and 

gratitude for many things. The TOWERS are always full of good things 

for the children of the "household." For several weeks past I have been 

in doubt over an important point, and several times was ready to write 

you for instructions, but when last TOWER came in there it all was, 

just as if you had written for my special case. Surely God's blessing is 

with you and on us through you as his agent. My way has not always 

been clear and I sometimes find it hard to determine the right course, 

but it is my prayer that I may meet such chastisements as will keep me 
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in the straight path. The last TOWER hit me quite hard, but I very much 

appreciated it for it served to show me my way. 

I revert with special pleasure to our meeting at De Funiak. Very 

sincerely your friend, 

ELSTON LUTTRELL, – Alabama. 

---------------------------------- 
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