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PHILADELPHIA CONVENTION ECHOES. 

ALL WILL REJOICE to know that the Philadelphia Convention, 

June 16-18, was a blessed success: so far as we have heard all who 

attended got a blessing, as we had hoped. Indeed, quite a few expressed 

themselves as so much refreshed and profited that, the Lord permitting, 

they would also attend the next Convention, at Chicago. 

The attendance was about two hundred, except on Sunday, when 

it ran up to about four hundred. The three cities which have been 

leading in the "Volunteer" work were best represented at the 

Convention; – Boston 19, Washington City 13, Scranton 13. Thus it is 

always: those most awake to note and use opportunities for serving the 

truth are the most blest of the Lord every way, – warmer in their love 

and service, they are less exposed to the besetments of the Adversary: 

laying down their lives in the Lord's service in fulfilment of their 

covenant they are in the way which leads not only to fellowship in the 

sufferings of Christ but also in the glories to follow. 

Nineteen states were represented – Maine, Connecticut, 

Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, 

Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 

Kansas, Wisconsin, Nevada, California and District of Columbia; – and 

Great Britain was represented by Brother Randle, who, after doing a 

little further "Pilgrim" work here, will for a time make England his 

home and labor-field. 

At the baptism service thirty-nine adults, after making a good 

public confession, symbolized their consecration to the Lord, even unto 

death, by immersion in water. It was an impressive service to us all, 

and the entire congregation gave hearty thanks to God for the privilege 

of witnessing and participating. The janitor of the Baptist church 

remarked that not only had there never been such baptism service in 

that old church, but that never before had it contained a congregation 
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all of whose faces were so happy looking. We were glad that the inner 

light of truth and its spirit of love was manifest to others. We trust that 

they took knowledge of us that we had been with Jesus and been 

"illuminated" by his holy spirit. 

We cannot present the subjects discussed, but in a word would say, 

– It was the old, old story of God's love exhibited in Jesus, and the 

coming glory of the Church and blessing of the world: the story that is 

as fresh as ever to all in heart-harmony with the Lord, and which daily 

becomes more precious in the light of present truth; – things new and 

old. 

None, we believe, were more blessed than the Philadelphia 

brethren who so kindly and efficiently and generously entertained us. 

They provided a splendid hall for the meetings, paid for the use of the 

baptistry, looked after the arriving friends and saw to their comfort, and 

provided free entertainment for those of the visitors too poor to pay 

their own way. May rich blessings of spiritual kind be their reward for 

all these services to the Lord's body. By an oversight we neglected to 

call for a united vote of thanks from the Convention; and as this was 

owing chiefly to the fact that the last meeting was a Question Meeting, 

we think to remedy the matter by having the closing service of future 

Conventions a "Love Feast." 
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