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SEASONS OF REFRESHING.

AS THE time for the Dallas, Texas, Convention drew near, it
became evident that it would serve only a small proportion of the Texas
friends who would desire to attend, and so arrangements were made for
two other gatherings in that large State — about 300 miles apart; —
namely at Houston and at San Antonio. And another local convention
of nearby friends was held at Columbus, Ohio, on the Editor's return
trip. All were seasons of refreshment in spiritual things, profitable, we
trust, to all who attended.

At Dallas the attendance was about 300; from all parts of Texas,
from Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama and
California. The three days were practically one continuous meeting
with necessary intermissions for food and rest. Fifteen brethren and
seven sisters symbolized their real baptism into Christ's death, by
Immersion in water.

At Houston we had only a one-day meeting, but it was a good one;
full of love, joy, fellowship of kindred minds; its influence will abide,
with some at least, through life, yea throughout eternity, no doubt. The
attendance was about one hundred and twenty-five, chiefly local.

At San Antonio we had great refreshment during two days'
meeting with about one hundred and fifty of God's dear people, mostly
from local points. Two informed us that they had driven over one
hundred miles in a wagon, there being no good rail road connections,
and, anyway, the expense being a consideration. The Lord's blessing
was with us all in bountiful measure as we considered together the
grandeur of our high calling, and the "mark" to which all must attain if
they would win it.

At Columbus we had but one day, but it was one full of
refreshment, as we met about one hundred dear brethren and sisters



from local points, and communed together concerning the exceeding
great and precious promises and arrangements of God for the elect, and
through them for all the families of the earth, in God's due time.

The arrangements at every point were most complete, and with the
cordial reception accorded ourself and all visiting brethren, bespoke —
amongst all — a

"Love divine all love excelling."

We shall cherish fondly to the end of our pilgrimage the
remembrance of the hearty greetings and [R2712 : page 309] many
kind attentions, great and small, lavished upon us by loved ones whom
we had never met before, but who, for all that, were far from strangers.
We accepted these attentions as done "unto the Lord" and to us a
representative of Him and his truth; and not as personal tributes. If, as
our Master promised, even a cup of cold water given in the name of a
disciple shall be rewarded by him, surely these many kindnesses to us
as his servant will bring showers of spiritual blessings to many; and in
this we rejoice.

Much as we enjoy these conventions and realize that they are
spiritually profitable to many, we feel nevertheless that they must not
be indulged so freely next year, nor until the concluding two volumes
of the DAWN series are prepared. The conventions of this year have
retarded VOL. V1. a full year. We have not as yet gotten started on it,
and yet our daily increasing mail clearly shows its need. We have in
mind for 1901 a convention at Buffalo, N.Y., to which point the Pan-
American Exposition will undoubtedly secure low excursion rates.
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