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"HE CARETH FOR YOU." 

– I KINGS 17:1-16. – AUG. 7 – 

DURING the period of Ahab's prosperity in his wicked course, 

leading the people of Israel further than ever into idolatry, the Lord 

sent him and the whole nation a rebuke and chastisement through 

Elijah the prophet. In order to thoroughly appreciate the Lord's 

interposition in the affairs of Israel – the sending of famines, etc. – 

we must remember that he entered into a special covenant with that 

nation at Mount Sinai when the Law was given them. According to 

that covenant, the obedience of the nation to the Lord guaranteed it 

earthly blessing and prosperity, while disobedience, idolatry, etc., 

insured it tribulation, chastisement, famine, etc. It is necessary to 

remember this special relationship of Israel to God, that we be not 

confused in supposing that every famine in the world's history, every 

pestilence, every war, etc., has been similarly of special divine 

imposition in chastisement, etc. God's relationship to that one nation 

was peculiar, as expressed by the Prophet, "You only have I known 

[recognized] of all the families of the earth." – Amos 3:2. 

THE DROUTH PROPHESIED 

Elijah went to the capital city, Samaria, and presented himself in 

the presence of the king as the Lord's mouthpiece, as expressed in the 

first verse of our lesson by the words, "before whom I stand" – or 

whose representative I am. The announcement was respecting the 

dearth of rain, which, to people in that part of the world, meant famine 

and death; and this dearth of rain and dew was to last for years. The 

Lord might have withheld rain without using Elijah as his mouthpiece 

in the matter, but in that event the lesson would have been measurably 

lost upon the people. By sending the message in advance of the drouth 

it would be evident to Ahab and to all who should ever come to know 

of the circumstances that the drouth was a judgment from the Lord, a 
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punishment for sin. The drouth and the consequent famine lasted three 

and a half years, and it is difficult to imagine how the people could 

have subsisted for that length of time had no rain whatever fallen, as 

would seem to be implied by the language of the Prophet. However, 

it is remarked that of the four [R3400 : page 219] Hebrew words used 

to represent rain, the one here used is the one which is generally 

understood and translated to mean the early rain, the principal rain, 

which usually came in the fall of the year. 

After the delivery of his message the Lord directed his Prophet 

to go eastward beyond the river Jordan to a brook which cannot now 

be accurately located. The Prophet was to hide himself – to keep his 

identity secret, his whereabouts unknown to the king. This was 

probably for two reasons: (1) To preserve him from special 

persecution as the one who had brought the trouble, and the one who, 

if he would, could remove it. (2) The inability of the king to find the 

Prophet, whose word alone could, under the Lord's arrangement, 

revoke the drouth and famine, should cause the king and the people 

to appreciate the matter as a judgment of the Lord and lead them to 

look to the Lord for relief from their chastisements. 

RAVENS GOD'S MESSENGERS. 

It is estimated that the Prophet spent about a year in the vicinity 

of the brook Cherith – miraculously supplied with food by ravens and 

with water from the brook until it dried up. There have been various 

speculations respecting these "ravens" – whether or not the word 

raven is here used in a figurative sense to represent various 

assistances, or whether ravens literally fed the Prophet. It is a matter 

of fact that the highland country to the east of the Jordan is just such 

a place as the ravens usually inhabit, and that bird is noted as "the 

most highly developed of all birds, quick-sighted, sagacious and 

bold." In defence of the thought that the Prophet was supplied by 

ravens, just as the account reads, the following stories are told as 

illustrating not only the sagacity of this bird and its natural 
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disposition, but also as illustrating the Lord's providences in respect 

to other persons than Elijah. 

A missionary writes to the S.S. Times respecting ravens that they 

had frequently snatched food from his children while they were 

eating. He tells the following story: "Our nurse one day prepared a 

fowl to be grilled, and, standing in the doorway, plate in hand, called 

the cook to come for the fowl. When the man came the nurse 

discovered that her plate was empty. A kite or crow had carried away 

the fowl without her knowledge." The same journal relates a story of 

an English nobleman, imprisoned and nearly starved, fed by a cat 

which "appeared at the window grating every day with a pigeon from 

a neighboring dovecote, and dropped it there for his benefit; this act 

was repeated day by day during his imprisonment." Stanley's History 

of Birds tells of an injured Newfoundland dog which was visited at 

his kennel constantly by a pet raven that brought him bones. 

The child of God will have no difficulty whatever in accepting 

the fact that our heavenly Father was quite able to use the ravens in 

supplying the needs of his servant. The lesson to the Lord's people in 

this connection is expressed in the inspired words, "He careth for you" 

(I Pet. 5:7), "My God shall supply all your needs." (Phil. 4:19.) The 

Lord did not supply Elijah with luxuries, but with the absolute 

necessities. And so it may be at times with us. We may not have the 

superfluity and delicacies of the king upon our tables nor in our 

wardrobes, yet it may be well with us because of our relationship with 

the Lord, our realization that we are his servants and that he careth for 

us, and is making trials and disciplines of present experiences to work 

out for us much advantage every way for the future, as well as rest 

and peace of heart for the present. Let us remember in this connection 

the words of the Apostle, "Be content with such things as ye have." 

(Heb. 13:5.) We would not be understood as meaning that we should 

not note and avail ourselves of any providential doors that the Lord 

might open before us for a betterment of our condition, but we would 

impress the thought that contentment with godliness is great gain, and 
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should always be the portion of the Lord's faithful people, as 

expressed by the poet, "Content whatever lot I see, since 'tis my God 

that leadeth me." 

HEATHEN FAITH HONORED. 

Those who neglect thus to look for the Lord's leading and 

guidance in their affairs are not only missing a blessing to their hearts 

in the present time, but are failing to be prepared for the glorious 

things which the Lord has in reservation for his people in the future. 

The Lord could have continued the miracle wrought in Elijah's case – 

supplying the water and the food indefinitely had he so chosen – but 

in due time he permitted the drying up of the brook and sent his 

servant elsewhere, and the facts show and the words of our Lord Jesus 

prove that he was specially sent to the other location in the interest of 

a poor widow. This widow lived at Zarephath near the sea coast, in 

about the same locality as the Syrophenician woman whose daughter 

our Lord healed. Zarephath was outside the kingdom of Israel, and 

the widow was evidently not an Israelite, but a godly Gentile – like 

the Syrophenician woman, of greater faith than many in Israel. Our 

Lord's miracle, giving some of the crumbs of divine favor to the 

"dogs," Gentiles, indicates to us the Lord's appreciation of well-

intentioned people outside of Israel, although under his covenant with 

that nation they were considered strangers, aliens, foreigners from 

God and not heirs of the promise made to the children of Abraham. 

The widow to whom Elijah was sent had a little son, and the 

famine, which was heavy upon the land of Israel, naturally extended 

also to the land of Sidon, which lay along the Mediterranean seacoast. 

Doubtless the wealthy, both in the land of Israel and in the land of 

Sidon, could procure the necessities of life, and the burden doubtless 

fell specially upon the very poor. The widow in question was 

gathering some firewood when the Prophet met her and requested a 

little water. The streams of that vicinity from the mountains of 

Lebanon had evidently not completely [R3400 : page 220] dried up, 
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as had the brook from which the Prophet had just come, and the 

widow was able to supply him refreshment; but when he asked her 

for bread she was compelled to tell him the truth, that she was nearly 

as poor as himself – that the earthen pot in which she kept her store 

of meal (called in our text a barrel) was nearly empty, and that she 

was just preparing to cook the last of it, expecting thereafter that 

herself and her child would die of famine. The Prophet suggested that 

she first of all make a little cake for him, and that afterward he would 

guarantee as a Prophet of the Lord that her meal should not decrease 

nor her bottle of oil diminish until the Lord would send rain upon the 

earth, which would break the famine. It required great faith on the 

woman's part to accept this statement and give to the Prophet of her 

little store of food. No wonder the Lord was pleased to bless such an 

one – pleased to send his servant to her, though in going to her he 

passed by many widows in Israel, as our Lord indicates. No wonder 

her faith is mentioned as a memorial of her. 

THE LORD LOVETH THE CHEERFUL GIVER. 

There are several lessons in this connection for the Lord's people: 

First, the spirit of generosity – readiness to give to those who are 

worthy and are in need. We are not attempting to hold up the case as 

one having a parallel every day. We are to remember, on the contrary, 

the famine stress of the times, for, had it been otherwise, quite 

probably the woman would have been justified in asking the Prophet 

why he did not labor for his own food instead of asking to share her 

bite. It was, however, a time of distress, of general lack of 

employment, etc., and the woman showed forth a noble sentiment of 

heart. Neither would we advise that the word of every stranger be 

taken so implicitly as this widow accepted the Prophet's word. 

Nevertheless, faith in humanity and faith in God and 

generosity [R3401 : page 220] of heart – willingness to divide our 

little all with those whom we believe to be the Lord's people and in 

need – will surely today as then bring a divine blessing, and we hold 

that it is better to err on the generous side than the reverse. Our 
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heavenly Father is generous, giving continually of his substance to us 

all, and we are exhorted to be like unto our Father in heaven – kind 

even to the unthankful – generous to those who are not generous to 

us. Whoever cultivates this spirit cultivates the God-like quality, and 

thus is drawn nearer to the Lord and closely into fellowship with him, 

and is prepared for greater blessings to come. 

It is estimated that Elijah's stay at the home of the widow, and 

their mutual participation in her little store of meal and oil, lasted 

about two to two and a half years. The Lord continually worked a 

miracle for their sustenance, and he is equally able to work such a 

miracle today in our interest if in his judgment it were necessary. But 

such miracles are unnecessary today and under present conditions, 

and should not be expected. Rather the hearts of the Lord's people 

should look for divine interposition in their interests as New Creatures 

in Christ Jesus. How often has the Lord used figurative ravens and 

wolves to bring to his children needed spiritual nourishment! How 

often have the trials and difficulties and persecutions of the evil one 

and his blinded followers been overruled of the Lord for good to those 

who trust in his name. This thought is expressed by the Psalmist in 

that beautiful twenty-third psalm, in which he represents the Lord's 

consecrated ones as his sheep, led by green pastures and still waters: 

then changing the figure he says: "Thou preparest for me a table in 

the presence of mine enemies – my cup [of joy, spiritual refreshment] 

runneth over." 

The Prophet's experience at Zarephath also represents spiritual 

experiences of the Lord's people today. How often has the Lord 

provided his people with spiritual refreshments, encouragements, 

etc., through those who are not his children! As such experiences 

bring blessings to the Lord's people, they also bring blessings to those 

who are used to minister them, and thus the same lessons of 

experience today are continually ours as they were those of the 

Prophet twenty-five centuries ago. The lesson for us is the Lord's care 
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and the propriety of confidence in him, and the realization that he is 

able to use any means he may desire in sending us his favors. 
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