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THE ST. LOUIS CONVENTION.

BRETHREN and sisters from every State in the Union and from
Canada gathered in a big crowd at St. Louis in answer to the
Convention Announcement published in these columns. All classes
and conditions of life were represented, but as usual, not many rich,
not many great, not many wise, according to the course of this world:
chiefly the poor of this world, rich in faith. It was a joyful gathering,
a kind of foretaste of the Kingdom, and seemed to direct all hearts to
the General Assembly of the Church of the Firstborn, whose names
are written in heaven. The general testimony was, "It is good to be
here." Some said, "If fellowship of kindred minds is so precious
under present limitations and imperfections what will the heavenly
fellowship be when we all shall have been clothed upon with our
perfect and complete spirit bodies; when we shall see as we are seen
of the Lord and know as we are now known of him." The thought
gives great refreshment to the "pure in heart," who, however weak
and stumbling their flesh and efforts, are at heart desiring and seeking
the Lord's will in all things.

The three days allotted to the Convention were crowded full of
spiritual refreshments with brief intervals for temporal food and rest.
Various brethren from various quarters participated in the social
meetings in prayer, testimony and singing — as leaders and otherwise.
The preaching services were conducted by the following "Pilgrim
Brethren": McPhail, Raymond, Draper, Hay, Barton, Johnson,
Bundy and Van Amburgh. The Editor spoke on two occasions,
besides conducting a Question Meeting.

The Monday (Oct. 3) sessions were all held in the "Disciple
Church," Locust St. Following the afternoon discourse on Baptism,
148 symbolized their consecration by water immersion. There were
adults, 65 males, 79 females, and 4 minors.



The Love Feast of that evening closed the Convention, and it
was surely an inspiring occasion. The dominant thought of the hour
was the blessed privilege of being accounted worthy to suffer with
Christ now and the glorious prospect of reigning with him in the near
future, and the necessity for trials and tests and faith in him who has
promised us grace to help in every time of need.

The Convention was the largest yet held by our Society. About
ten to twelve hundred "believers" were present. The Sunday
afternoon service was the most largely attended, about 2,000 being
present. If these gatherings continue to increase in size what will we
do for accommodations? But who knows? — the Lord may permit
some "snare of the Adversary" to sift and test these, and thus thin out
our ranks. Who shall be able to stand all the "harvest siftings?"
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