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GIFTS TO OUR KING. 

– MATTHEW 2:1-12. – JANUARY 14. – 

Golden Text: – "My son, give me thine heart." – Prov. 23:26. 

OUR lesson is concerning the wise men of the East, who 

came seeking the new-born Jesus, the King of the Jews, with 

presents of myrrh, frankincense and gold, and doubtless we shall 

be able to gather from this incident some valuable suggestions 

respecting our obligations to the great Messiah, and the propriety 

of renewing these and increasing them now at the beginning of 

another year. 

The wise men – according to tradition, three in number – 

arrived in Jerusalem and began making inquiries respecting the 

newly-born Jewish King. The news soon spread, and the holy city 

was in commotion because, according to the prophets, Messiah, 

promised for centuries, was due to appear about that time; and we 

read again, "All men were in expectation of him." This expectancy 

naturally would be heightened by the coming of the wise men or 

magi from a far country – supposedly Persia – to show homage to 

Messiah. The news spread, and finally reached the royal palace 

and King Herod himself. The latter, doubtless on his own account, 

felt a kind of jealousy toward any being who would be likely to 

share in any measure the royal honors and dignities and thus to 

detract from his own importance. But additionally, no doubt, he 

felt that as the representative of Caesar's government, the protege 

of the Roman Empire, it was his duty to see to it that no king 

should arise in the land under his jurisdiction, whose title or claims 

would in any measure conflict with those of the Caesars. 
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THE BRIGHT MORNING STAR 

Herod, therefore, sent for the wise men. Feigning a deep 

interest in their quest, he made a critical inquiry of them how they 

knew about Messiah in their far-off country, how they knew 

where to look for the babe. They replied that they had seen his star 

in the east. The eastern magi were astrologers, and affected to read 

in the stars the history [R3703 : page 14] of nations and 

individuals – they were astrologers rather than astronomers. To 

what extent the Lord may have written the history of nations and 

of men in the arrangement of the stars, we will not attempt to 

decide, but assuredly for the world in general the starry heavens 

have been the great book of God, as the Psalmist explains, "Night 

unto night showeth knowledge." With the written Word of God in 

our possession now we neither have need of traditions of men nor 

of old wives' fables nor of astrologers' guides, because "we have 

the more sure word of prophecy; whereunto you do well that you 

take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place until the day 

dawn and the day star arise in your hearts." – 2 Pet. 1:19. 

Without attempting to determine how much or how little truth 

attaches to astrology, we have the assurance that there was a truth 

connected with the manifestation of a special, peculiar star which 

guided the wise men of the east to know of Messiah's birth and to 

know to which country he belonged, so that they came to the 

capital city of that country. Moreover the Lord may have given 

them some additional explanation of the matter, even as he 

subsequently warned them in a dream. Herod cunningly affected 

to be deeply interested in the wise men in their search for Messiah. 

He called the wise men of Judea to assist. These were not 

astrologers, but men learned in the Law and in the prophets – chief 

priests and scribes. Thus he put the wise men of Israel into 

conjunction with the wise men of the east, inquiring where the 

prophets had foretold that the Messiah should be born. They 

promptly answered, "Bethlehem of Judea," and for that city, only 
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six miles distant, the eastern magi set out, with the promise that 

they would return again and identify to him particularly the babe 

king and where he might be found, ostensibly that the king might 

also go to worship at his feet, but really that he might improve the 

opportunity and use such knowledge for the destruction of the 

babe Jesus. 

En route for Bethlehem the miraculous star which they had 

seen in the far east appeared to them again, apparently as a ball of 

light or of fire travelling near the earth, and serving as a guide until 

they had rejoicingly reached the very house and found the babe 

and his mother. Professor Charles A. Young, LL.D., of Princeton 

University, asserts that it is not a rare occurrence for stars to 

suddenly blaze up in the heavens and for a time to be the brightest, 

and then suddenly fade in a year or two; and that such a star was 

observed in 1901. Our thought, however, is that the latter was 

merely the appearance of a star, a bright electrical luminous spot. 

WISE MEN OF THE EAST 

"We are informed by Tacitus, by Suetonius and by Josephus 

that there prevailed throughout the entire east, at this time, an 

intense conviction, derived from ancient prophecies, that ere long 

a powerful monarch would arise in Judea and gain dominion over 

the world." 

– Farrar. 

"Virgil, who lived a little before this, says that a child from 

heaven was looked for, who should restore the Golden Age and 

take away sin." 

– Jacobus. 
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"Confucius had prophesied the appearance of such a 

deliverer; and a deputation of his followers going forth in search 

of him were the means of introducing Buddhism into China." 

– Abbott. 

"But the clearest of all these prophecies was one by 

Zoroaster. The Nestorians say that Zoroaster was a disciple of 

Jeremiah, from whom he learned about the Messiah and talked 

concerning him to his disciples." 

– Persian Missionary. 

In this connection we should remember that Daniel, 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were at this time princes of 

Persia and intimate with the wise men of that country, which was 

at that time the principal nation of the world. It is easy to see how 

traditions would be handed down through that channel, and 

especially may we suppose that Daniel's prophecy respecting the 

time of Messiah's birth would be well known to the disciples of 

Zoroaster, Persia's wise men. Furthermore, there were Jews 

scattered abroad throughout that country who still more or less 

kept alive the thought of Israel's hope for the great Messiah so 

long promised of God, prophesied of as the bringer of blessings 

not only to Israel but through them to all the families of the 

earth. [R3703 : page 15] 

MYRRH, FRANKINCENSE AND GOLD 

God chose as messengers of his good tidings not only wise 

men but reverential men, men of faith; and his choice of these 

messengers from the east to arouse the people of Judea and 

Jerusalem and to be heralds of the great King was not an exception 

to the rule. Although heathen men, in the sense of not being of the 

nation with which God had thus far dealt and to whom he had thus 

far confined his gracious promises, they were, nevertheless, good 
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men, reverential men, who delighted to know of the coming 

blessing of peace on earth and good will amongst men through 

whatever channel or nationality the Lord should be pleased to find 

his representative and messenger. 

In one respect many of Christendom could learn numerous 

important lessons from these wise Gentiles. No false patriotism 

stood in their way to hinder their appreciation of any manifestation 

of divine favor to the children of men. And when they found the 

Savior they were nothing daunted by the fact that his home 

surroundings were of the humbler sort. They worshiped him in 

three senses of the word: (1) They fell before him, prostrated 

themselves, thus physically expressing their reverence. (2) They 

worshiped him in their hearts and with the tongue gave expression 

to their rejoicing and confidence. (3) They opened their treasure-

box and presented to him three gifts appropriate to royalty: the 

myrrh representing submission, frankincense representing praise, 

gold representing obedience. 

"PRESENT YOUR BODIES LIVING SACRIFICES, HOLY, 

ACCEPTABLE UNTO GOD, YOUR REASONABLE 

SERVICE." 

The reverent spirit of these noble heathen men who had so 

little light, so little knowledge respecting the great Messiah and 

his work, will bring to our cheeks the blush of shame as we reflect 

that, favored with still brighter light to guide us to the Lamb of 

God, having seen his star in a still better and truer sense, having 

been guided to him by the prophecies, having found him not only 

a babe, but one that in prospect would bear our sorrows and carry 

our griefs and make his soul an offering for sin, that we by his 

stripes might be healed, what manner of oblation should we pour 

at the feet of him who loved us and bought us with his precious 

blood? With what deep reverence have we bowed the knee, 

prostrated ourselves, given outward evidence through our bodies 

of full submission to our great King, of whom we not only know 

5



but of whose gracious provisions for us and for the world of 

mankind we have heard, not uncertainly, but with the voice of him 

who speaketh from heaven? Have we offered our myrrh? Have we 

shown a willingness for service even to the extent of bitterness, a 

joy to honor the King to the extent of suffering with him? Have 

we worshiped him in heart, not with an outward form of godliness 

without the power – in other words, have we offered him the 

frankincense of heart adoration, appreciation, and gratitude? 

Have we laid at his feet our earthly substance – our gold? 

Have we realized that all that we have and all that we are are 

offerings far too small to be worthy of acceptance by the great 

King Immanuel? Is this our present attitude? and will it be our 

attitude through coming days even until the end of the present 

pilgrimage? 

The Apostle's words, "Present your bodies living sacrifices, 

holy and acceptable unto God, your reasonable service," apply not 

only to the primary consecration of our hearts to the Lord, but are, 

as the Scriptures express it, a covenant of sacrifice, an agreement 

to die daily to self and to be alive daily more and more in the 

Lord's service, to glorify him in our bodies and spirits which are 

his. If this has not been our attitude in the past shall it not be our 

future course? Shall we not in any event continue to grow in 

knowledge, to grow in love, in service, in worship and in the 

privilege of laying our little all at the feet of him who is our 

gracious heavenly King, whose Kingdom is so soon to be 

established and who has invited us to sit with him in his throne, to 

share his glory, to be participants as spiritual Israel in the great 

work of pouring out blessings upon the world of mankind, every 

kindred, people, nation and tongue? 

"MY SON, GIVE ME THINE HEART" 

Our Golden Text is well worthy of our remembrance here. It 

is not applicable to sinners, who are not sons in any sense of the 
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word. There is a message to sinners, namely, a call to repentance, 

to the forsaking of sin and to the acceptance of the justification 

secured by the precious blood. But it is only to those who have 

repented of sin and who are seeking to live a repentant life and so 

far as possible to make restitution for wrongs of the past, and who 

are trusting to the precious blood of Christ – reconciled to God 

through the death of his Son – it is to these that this Golden Text 

is applicable, "My son, give me thine heart." 

When we give our hearts it includes all that we have and are 

in the highest and noblest and fullest sense – that which was 

illustrated by the three gifts of the wise men is all represented in 

this brief statement, "Give me thine heart." Whoever gives his 

heart to the Lord fully and unreservedly, gives his body, gives his 

worship and reverence and praise, and gives his earthly treasure, 

time, talents, influence, money – all – to be used in joyful service 

for the glory of the King. [R3704 : page 15] 

To those who have never taken this step we urge a prompt 

acceptance, irrespective of the gracious hopes we have of a 

transcendent reward of glory, honor, immortality. As the Apostle 

declares, it is our reasonable service. Reasonable people ought to 

be glad of the knowledge that God is willing to accept our service, 

and of the opportunity to present themselves under the covering 

of the merit of the dear Redeemer's robe of righteousness. 

To those who have already accepted the Lord's favor, who 

have already presented their bodies living sacrifices, who have 

already given the Lord their hearts, we urge a remembrance of the 

fact that the sacrifice once put upon the altar must remain there, 

and that the longer it remains the more joyful should be the 

service, the more appreciated every opportunity for sacrifice, the 

more thankful should be the heart and the more rich should be the 

experience in the peace of God which passeth all understanding, 

ruling in our hearts and preparing us more and more through the 

7



graces of the Spirit for the glorious things which God hath in 

reservation for them that so love him and so reverence his Son. 

----------------------------- 
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