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PROPER AND IMPROPER STATEMENTS 

A Subscriber to This Journal Writes Us Inquiring, Is This 

Right? and Quotes a Recent Utterance of One of the Pilgrims in 

the Following Words: 

"I Can Endorse Brother Russell's Views on the New 

Covenant, but Cannot See That the Term 'Mediator' Has the 

Restricted Significance He Attaches to It. He Probably Thought 

the Term Applicable Only to one Who Would Mediate a 

Covenant, Whereas the Greek Word Really Means One in the 

Middle. Thus Young Gives It, 'a Middle Man,' and Strong, 'a Go-

between.' This Surely Describes Christ's Position Towards Us in 

Justification. (Rom. 5:1,2; Heb. 7:25.) It Even Looks to Me as If 

an Advocate Was a Mediator, a Go-between. 

"However, Christ Does Not Mediate a Covenant for His 

Church. He Mediates the Matter of Making Their Sacrifice a 

Possibility, Just as the Jewish Priest Acted as a Mediator When 

the Sacrifice Was Brought to Him; He Stood Between God and 

Offerer in the Presentation. 

"I Really Think Brother Russell Has the Thought in His 

Mind This Way, Even Though He Limits the Meaning of the 

Term. And I Cannot but Believe That If the Broad Meaning of 

the Word Mesites Was Brought to His Attention He Would 

Acquiesce." 

We Answer, No! Such a Statement Was Not Right! It Was 

Wrong! It Produced a False Impression! We Are Much Surprised 

That Any Pilgrim Would So Express Himself. Such an 

Expression Would Certainly Have the Effect of Arousing the 

Suspicion of Our Friends, While No Doubt the Opponents of the 

Harvest Work Would Appreciate It. Instead of Stating Himself 
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as Opposed to Brother Russell's Presentations on the Mediator 

and Being Sure That by and by Brother Russell Would See His 

Expressed Position and Surely Agree with It, the Pilgrim Should 

Have Realized That This Was Neither the Wise Nor the Truthful 

Presentation. What He Hoped to Gain by Such an Expression 

We Know Not. 

According to His Own Statement He Should More Wisely 

and More Truthfully Have Expressed Himself About as Follows: 

– 

"I Fully Agree with Brother Russell's Presentation in the 

'Watch Tower' respecting the mediator. He therein stated that our 

English word Mediator is quite broad enough to cover the work 

done by our Redeemer for the Church; but that the 

Scriptural usage of the word Mediator confines it to a mediator 

of a Covenant. Hence, to be in accord with the Scriptural usage 

we will do wisely to use the word Mediator in the same restricted 

sense – only in connection with a Covenant. It is wise for us to 

use the Bible term Advocate when referring to our Lord's work 

for the Church. See the 'Watch Tower' April 1, '09, page 106, 

column 2, paragraph 3." 

Again we repeat that the usage of a word in the Bible should 

guide us in our use of it. If the word Mediator were loosely used 

in the Bible in respect to any and all kinds of service between 

God and the Church, then we, too, might so use it. But as soon 

as we find out that it is not so used, we should desist from such 

a use of it and use it only in harmony with the Biblical usage. 

This is why we no longer use the word Mediator in respect to our 

Lord's various and valuable services for the Church, and refer to 

him as the Bible does – as "the Mediator of the New (Law) 

Covenant," but as our "Advocate with the Father." 

That New (Law) Covenant is for natural Israel and the 

remainder of the world, and not for the Church of this Gospel 
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Age, which Church is the Body of Christ, the Body of the great 

King, Mediator, Judge and Priest. 

Only one text containing the word Mediator could be in 

doubt, and it only until the right interpretation is suggested. The 

text is – "There is one God and one mediator between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, to 

be testified in due time." – 1 Tim. 2:5,6. 

The Apostle does not here refer to the Church, but to the 

world. Of the Church Jesus said, "Ye are not of the world, even 

as I am not of the world." The Apostle tells us that Jesus is the 

Mediator between God and the world – men. He is 

not mediating now, but, as the Mediator is getting ready to deal 

with the world in the Father's stead. He is now performing 

the sacrifice of atonement – accepting the willing offerings of 

believers and counting their sufferings as his own, even unto 

death. Shortly, with these his members, added, this great 

Mediator will present the blood which will seal the New (Law) 

Covenant. And then the blessing of Israel and all the nations by 

restitution opportunities will begin. Note the context. The 

Apostle is not discussing the Church, but the world – "kings and 

all in authority." 

When did our Lord become the Mediator of the New (Law) 

Covenant or a mediator in any sense? Not when he was born the 

babe of Bethlehem! Not when baptized at Jordan! but when he 

had sacrificed to the finish and was raised from the dead to be a 

Prince and a Savior, as the Head of the Spiritual Seed of 

Abraham. That entire Seed will be the Mediator when all the 

sacrificing will be finished and the entire Church glorified. 

But look again! In the Old Testament this "Messenger of the 

Covenant" is mentioned in Malachi 3:1. And the mention of a 

New (Law) Covenant in Jeremiah 31:31 implies a mediator for 

it. Nevertheless the scroll of Divine purpose was still sealed and 
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in the hand of Jehovah, up to the time that the Lamb had 

been slain. Not until after he was slain was it proclaimed, 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive glory and honor, 

etc., and the scroll. – Rev. 5:1-12. 

The explanation is that God prophetically foretold that he 

would find one worthy of this great honor of being Abraham's 

Seed and Mediator of the New (Law) Covenant. However, it was 

left to our Lord still to demonstrate his worthiness to be that one 

– that Mediator. Nor was his trial a mere farce! He was in an 

agony in Gethsemane lest he had failed to make his calling and 

election sure. Do we not read, "He offered up strong crying and 

tears unto him who was able to save him out of death, and was 

heard in regard to the thing which he feared"? (Heb. 5:7.) And is 

it not the same with his members – the members of the Mediator? 

He who foreknew Jesus foreknew us also by Jesus. Were we not 

"chosen in him from before the foundation of the world"? Hence 

the exhortation to us, also, to make our calling and election 

sure. [R4438 : page 220] 

Nor does the Church need either a mediator or a Covenant 

for her justification. She is justified by faith, not by works of the 

Law either under the Old Law Covenant or under the New (Law) 

Covenant. As it is written, "Abraham was justified by faith" – 

and so were all the Ancient Worthies, of whom it is written, 

"They had this testimony, that they pleased God." This testimony 

to their justification was given long before Jesus was born. And 

similarly, before Jesus died, he testified, "The Father himself 

loveth you." If God loves us and we love God, what need is there 

for a mediator between lovers? See how we were justified. 

– Rom. 4:22-24; Gal. 3:14. 

Indeed our Lord's testimony is that all called during this 

Gospel Age come first to the Father and then to the Son. We 
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read: "No man can come unto me, except the Father which sent 

me draw him." 

Let us settle the matter in our hearts that our call is to 

become members of the Mediator between God and the world – 

the antitype of Moses, the mediator of the Law Covenant. This 

antitypical Moses has been in process of raising up for nearly 

nineteen centuries. (Acts 3:22,23.) Our Redeemer's death is the 

"surety" for us, his members, and for the New (Law) Covenant. 

– Heb. 7:22. 

If our correspondent is in communication with the Pilgrim 

Brother whom he quotes, we trust that he will call his attention 

to this, our reply. We prefer not to inquire for his name. 
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