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STANDING AT THE MARK 

WE HAVE heretofore suggested what we now wish to 

further, if possible, emphasize; namely, the fact that there is a 

Divine standard of holiness, of righteousness, which, if it be not 

attained, will mean our non-acceptance by the Lord as members 

of his Elect Church; and, more than this, our unfitness for eternal 

life upon any plane. This standard of character, or mark of 

perfection, as we have pointed out, is not a standard or mark of 

fleshly perfection, because the Lord accepts amongst his 

consecrated disciples those of various degrees of mental, moral 

and physical degeneracy. The justification which he provides 

makes up for the blemishes of each, for the more blemished as 

well as for the less blemished. The robe of his righteousness 

imputed is as necessary to the noblest as to the most degraded, 

and renders the latter as acceptable as the former. 

From this standpoint it is recognized that the heart, the 

renewed mind, the renewed will, is the spirit-begotten New 

Creature which is on trial before God. It has professed a thorough 

consecration to righteousness and opposition to sin, a complete 

deadness to it, and a determination to mortify, to deaden, the will 

of the flesh to the extent of its ability. From the very start this 

condition is pleasing and acceptable to the Lord. Nevertheless, it 

is Scripturally represented at first as being merely a "babe" 

condition, according to one illustration, and according to another 

merely a "begotten" condition. Progress must be made, character 

must be developed, and then, further, it must be tested. "Not every 

one who saith, Lord, Lord, shall enter the Kingdom." Not every 

one who professes consecration, and newness of life, and self-

sacrifice in the interests of truth and righteousness, can be 

accepted as a joint-heir with Christ. Time must be given for 

development and for proving. 
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Love for God they have, from the very outset. But it is not 

love of the highest type. As already shown, it is largely, if not 

entirely, duty love. The "babe" in Christ must feed upon the 

sincere milk of the Word, that he may grow strong. As the 

spiritual food is appropriated, and spiritual exercise is taken, 

strength of character comes in, the eyes of our understanding 

open more widely, and lengths and breadths and heights and 

depths of the Divine character are discerned which were not 

visible at the first. This brings us to a higher type of love for God 

– a love for his glorious character. 

Meantime, also, a sympathetic love for the world is 

gradually developing in the spiritual "babe." As the principles of 

the Divine character are seen and appreciated, the New Creature 

begins to apply these to everything in life, and hence increases in 

sympathetic love toward man and beast, friend and foe. Another 

element of love is gradually attained also: At first the "babe" in 

Christ loves some of the brethren – the nobler, the gentler, the 

better educated ones, etc.; but gradually, as the Divine character 

is discerned, and the Divine love becomes shed abroad in the 

heart, this love broadens out so that it includes every member of 

the family of God and every member of the fallen race – yea, even 

enemies. With this development comes spiritual activity, called 

in the Scriptures quickening – "You hath he quickened." This 

quickening implies activity in the service of God, and 

the service of the brethren, and if outside opportunity beyond this 

permit, it would mean an activity in the service of all needing 

assistance such as we could give. 

The Christian life here illustrated, which began as a "babe in 

Christ," has by this time reached the standard of manhood in 

Christ, and is at the Mark of Perfect Love – for God, for the 

brethren, for the neighbor and for the enemies. Not until this point 

shall have been reached could such a person be considered fit for 

heaven, or for eternal life on any plane. 
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We are to bear in mind that there is no development in 

heaven, and hence perfection of character must be attained by the 

saints before they die. And, similarly, the world during the 

Millennium must attain this perfect development before the close 

of the age in order to be fit for eternal life according to the Divine 

promise and standards. 

Is it asked to what extent will this standard of perfect love in 

the heart manifest itself in the flesh? We answer, that during the 

Millennial Age it will manifest itself perfectly in the flesh, for the 

world then will be judged according to the actual attainments in 

their flesh, and perfection by restitution will be not only possible, 

but required. But as for us of the Gospel Age, we who are being 

judged not according to the flesh but according to the spirit, to 

what extent will the new mind, the new nature, when at the Mark 

of Perfect Love, be able to govern and control the flesh? Our 

answer is, that the degrees of control will vary much, according 

to the degrees of imperfection with which the mortal body is 

afflicted. 

The only standard which we can set forth is that the new 

nature, new mind, new will, would be very regretful, very 

sorrowful, in respect to any laches, or errors, of its mortal body. 

The Lord would know (and perhaps the brethren also to some 

extent) of the New Creature's endeavor to control the mortal body 

by the degree of its grief in connection with every error, and its 

continually renewed effort to bring every power of the body, and 

even every thought, into complete subjection to the will of God 

in Christ. Any sympathy with sin is an evidence that the New 

Creature is not at the Mark. And no sympathy with sin, but 

constant endeavor for righteousness, is evidence that it is at the 

Mark. 

Some may be at this Mark for a longer and some for a shorter 

period. Our Lord was surely at it from the beginning of his 
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ministry. He was tested there, while at the Mark of perfect love. 

All the besetments of the Adversary and of the world failed to 

move him from that position of perfect love. He laid down his life 

at this Mark. St. Paul was surely at this Mark for many years 

before his actual death. He was continually laying down his life 

for the brethren, continually serving his enemies and praying for 

them; and surely he was continually loving and serving the Lord 

with his every power and talent. 

No Christian should be satisfied with a long delay in 

reaching the Mark. The milk of the Word should be received, its 

strength should be appropriated, spiritual sight and spiritual 

energy should quickly follow, and strong meat of Divine Truth 

should speedily bring to full maturity the Christian character. 

And once attained, it should be held at any cost through all the 

trials and difficulties which the Adversary, and the world, and the 

flesh, might be permitted to bring against us. The severest 

temptations come after we have reached the Mark – temptations 

to slackness in service of God; temptations to withhold parts of 

our sacrifice; temptations to deal unkindly, uncharitably, 

unlovingly with the brethren, or unjustly with our neighbor, or 

ungenerously with our enemies. All of these must be resisted as 

we prize our eternal life, as we prize the promise of joint-heirship 

and fellowship with our Redeemer in His Kingdom. 

Whoever sees this subject clearly must realize that as a 

Christian he has to do with a great proposition which will 

thoroughly test his loyalty, his courage, his zeal, [R4470 : page 

271] his love. He will need to remember the Lord's comforting 

assurances of grace to help in every time of need if he would 

come off a victor and not be dismayed, nor have his courage 

beaten down by the Adversary's attacks. 
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