
[R4662 : page 259] 

"THAT HE MAY ESTABLISH YOUR HEARTS"    

"The Lord makes you to increase and abound in love one toward 

another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you; to the 

end he may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before 

God, even our Father, at [in] the presence [parousia] of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, with all saints." – I Thess. 3:12,13. 

NOT TO SINNERS are these words addressed, but to saints. 

Not those who have not the Spirit of Christ, the spirit of love, and 

who therefore, are none of his, does the Apostle exhort; but those 

who already have been begotten of the holy Spirit of love. Increase 

in love signifies that love already has attained an ascendancy in 

the heart, a mastery in the mind, by which it is progressing, 

conquering and bringing into subjection all the thoughts and 

conduct of life. And this thought, that love is to increase in the 

hearts of God's people, is in full accord with the general testimony 

of the Scriptures, that we are to grow in grace and in knowledge 

and in love; approaching more and more and attaining and 

maintaining the "mark" which God hath set before us as the 

standard of character for which he will be pleased to award the 

prize in due time. It is as though a cistern were being filled more 

and more with pure water from hidden springs, until, increasing 

and increasing, it overflows with its abundance. Thus the Lord's 

people are to increase in love continually, until the love abounds 

or overflows in all the thoughts and words and conduct of life; not 

only carrying blessings to their own refreshment and to the 

refreshment of all with whom they come in contact, but also 

redounding to the glory and praise of God from whom this 

blessing is derived. 

The Apostle specifies only abounding love toward the 

brethren and toward all, but this presupposes the love which, first 

of all, is due to God our Father. Nor is it to be expected that any 
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man will love his fellow-creatures to the extent indicated, unless 

he has first learned to love his Creator, has been taught of him, 

and has to some extent become a copy of his dear Son. This is in 

thorough accord with the Lord's statement of the full meaning of 

the Law, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy mind, 

heart, soul [being], and strength, and [then] thou shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself." No man can love his neighbor in this 

Scriptural sense, until he has first loved his God to such a degree 

as to be not only willing but anxious to do those things which are 

pleasing in his sight; for God is love, and he that dwelleth in love, 

dwelleth in God. – I John 4:16. 

One reason why love does not increase more rapidly, and 

abound more thoroughly amongst God's people, is that so many 

of them have been blinded by the Adversary to the real character 

of God, and under the misrepresentations of his character have 

been unable to worship and love him in spirit and in truth. Thank 

God for the light of the knowledge of himself now scattering the 

darkness and permitting his children to see him in his true light, 

in his glorious character! Thank God, the eyes of our 

understanding have been opened so that we can now see through 

the deceptions of the Adversary! – Rev. 20:3. 

The Apostle's words, "Even as we do toward you," are full of 

meaning and force. Paul and his associates were not teaching a 

Gospel which they did not appreciate and practise; on the 

contrary, they were exemplifying in their daily course of life this 

very abounding love, which, overflowing, was leading them to 

sacrifice their own interests and rights and privileges for the sake 

of the Lord's people everywhere. They were laying down their 

lives for the brethren – daily, hourly; they were sacrificing for the 

sake of others, opportunities and privileges as respected their 

earthly life, earthly pleasures, etc. It is with particular force, 

therefore, that they exhort fellow-Christians to follow after them 

in the same way of self-sacrificing, loving obedience, as imitators 
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of Jesus. And so it should be with all who exhort others to walk in 

the way of righteousness and love: In order that their words may 

have force and meaning they must exemplify them in their own 

lives. As they point to the "mark" of perfect love they must 

approximate that mark in their own daily lives, and certainly 

possess it in their hearts, their wills, their intentions. So whether 

they occupy pulpits, or whether they exhort others merely by the 

influence of their daily lives, they are living epistles read and 

known of all men who come in contact with them. The darkness 

may hate them, and say all manner of evil against them falsely, 

yet it must "take knowledge of them that they have been with 

Jesus" and have learned of him; that they have the same spirit, the 

same disposition of heart, however crooked their natural 

dispositions may be. [R4662 : page 260] 

HOW TO INCREASE AND ABOUND IN LOVE 

Ah, says one, I have been desiring to increase in love and to 

overflow it upon others for these many years; but I know not how 

to cultivate it. What shall I do that I may have this overflowing 

love? The Apostle impliedly answers this question – that it is not 

what we can do, but what the Lord can do in us and for us. His 

words are, "The Lord make you to increase and abound in love." 

It is the Lord's doing; we can accomplish very little for ourselves, 

and the sooner we learn this the better. The springs of our love 

must come from the fountain of love and grace and truth – from 

God, for "God is love." We began to receive of his spirit of love 

from the time we made our consecration to him, and began to live 

unto him, and not unto the flesh. He has various agencies and 

channels through which he is pleased to increase our love, and to 

cause it to abound and overflow and cleanse away the natural 

selfishness against which we, like all others, must contend. 

These channels of grace are represented to us under various 

figures in the Scriptures. One channel or agency is the Word of 
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God; another is Divine Providence; another is the fellowship of 

the Body of Christ, the saints. The Lord uses all of these agencies 

in causing our love to increase and to abound. First, his Word, the 

basis of our faith and hopes, is also the basis of our love; for by 

giving ear to his Word, we taste and see that the Lord is gracious; 

that the Lord is loving; and in proportion as we see his love 

manifested, and discern his gracious character, in that same 

proportion we have before us the pattern toward which we are to 

aim, and love serves as the incentive to our emulation; as our Lord 

expressed it, "Be ye holy, even as your Father, which is in heaven, 

is holy." He is the pattern, and we are to copy that pattern as much 

as possible in our daily lives; but especially are we to have it as 

the accepted standard of our wills, our minds. 

The Apostle refers to the Word of God as water which 

cleanses us from defilements of sin and selfishness; speaking of 

"the washing of water through the Word," by which the Bride is 

to be cleansed and made fit for joint-heirship with the heavenly 

Bridegroom. (Eph. 5:25-27.) The Word of Truth cleanses our 

hearts by showing us our imperfections, in contrast with the divine 

perfections. And more than this, it encourages us with [R4663 : 

page 260] certain promises, the object of which the Apostle Peter 

declares, saying, "Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 

precious promises, that by these we might become partakers of the 

divine nature." Were it not for these promises, these hopes held 

out, our strivings for increasing and abounding love would no 

doubt succumb before the adverse influences of selfishness and 

sin in the present time; but by these promises of the Word the Lord 

incites us to press along the line "toward the mark for the prize." 

Divine Providence comes to our aid at various times, to assist 

us in making progress "toward the mark"; to assist us in increasing 

and abounding in love; for if, peradventure, one who at heart is 

fully consecrated to the Lord should tarry by the way, and become 

overcharged with the cares of this life, the Lord, in much mercy 
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and love, will perhaps permit affliction or disaster of some kind to 

overtake him, to be a chastisement, a lesson, an assistance, and 

thus, as the Psalmist expresses it, "His rod and his staff they 

comfort us." (Psa. 23:4.) It is by these providences of God that we 

are frequently taught lessons which we could never learn from the 

instructions of his Word alone. The lessons are impressed, or 

embossed, so to speak, upon the tablet of our hearts, and do us 

lasting good. 

Another channel of blessing and instruction which the Lord 

has provided and commended for the saints, and which surely has 

proven a blessing to all of the household of faith in running for the 

"mark," is the assistance which the Lord supplies to us through the 

"brethren." Sometimes it is "A word in season; how good it is!" – 

perhaps a word of counsel, perhaps a word of reproof, perhaps a 

word of instruction. Perhaps it is merely the testimony of daily 

lives of the brethren, as we see them patiently enduring hardness 

as good soldiers, without murmuring – taking with joy, with 

thankfulness, with faith, with confidence, all things which Divine 

providence may permit, assured that they are all working out 

future blessing. Although this channel of blessing might at first 

seem to be of the brethren, we are sure, nevertheless, that it 

is of the Lord, though through the brethren. It is because the 

brethren who render such assistance in the way are the brethren 

who themselves are receiving assistance from the Lord; and so it 

has been from first to last; the Elder Brother, and all the brethren, 

as they become advanced members of the Body of Christ, joyfully 

assist, even to the extent of laying down their lives for the 

brethren, and all this is the work of God – the effect of his spirit. 

By all these various agencies God is working in us to will, and 

working in us to do his good pleasure – that we may increase and 

abound in love. 

But who are the "you" referred to by the Apostle? Does he 

mean that God makes all men to increase and abound in love? 
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Surely not. The vast majority of men have no knowledge of the 

love of God here referred to. At the very most they know only the 

natural love, and frequently very little of that. When the Apostle 

says, "The Lord make you to increase and abound in love," he 

refers to the Church; not nominal Church members, but the 

members of the true Church, "whose names are written in 

heaven"; those who trust in the precious blood of Christ, and have 

made a full consecration of themselves to the Lord, and been 

begotten again by the holy Spirit of love. These, and these only, 

are referred to. So long as we continue to be in and of this class 

we will be subject to the Father's discipline and instructions, for 

"What son is he that the Father chasteneth not? If any be without 

chastisement ...then are they spurious and not sons." 

WE NOW JOIN THE CHURCH – THE BODY OF  

CHRIST – ON PROBATION 

These chastenings, providences, disciplines, instructions in 

the word of righteousness, and assistances through the brethren, 

will be ours as long as we are members of the Body of Christ; and 

here we are to distinguish between the Body of Christ in its 

embryo condition in the present life, and the Body of Christ in its 

perfected condition in the resurrection. We now join the Body of 

Christ, the Church, on probation; with the understanding that if we 

are faithful we shall be accepted fully, and be members of the 

Body of Christ in glory; and that if unfaithful to our vows, our 

covenants, we cannot be members of that glorified Church. We 

are pupils in the School of Christ, and it is necessary for us to 

proceed to learn all the lessons appointed of the Father, else we 

shall never be permitted to graduate – to enter into all the rewards 

which he has promised to those who attain to the character-

likeness of his dear Son. 

It is to this end that we are all exhorted to make increase of 

love, until it shall abound in our hearts. Any [R4663 : page 

6



261] who refuse to make increase in love and to permit it to 

abound, will necessarily be cut off from this Body of Christ, 

whatever portion theirs may be. As the Lord explains in his 

parable of the Vine and the Branches: every branch, every 

individual member of Christ, that beareth fruit, the fruit of the 

spirit love – will be pruned of the Father that it may bring forth 

more and more of this precious fruit; and every branch that fails 

to bring forth the fruitage of love within a reasonable time, will be 

cut off and no longer be recognized as a branch of the Vine, as a 

member of the Body, and will have no opportunity of participating 

in the glories of those who make their calling and election sure. 

It is very important, therefore, that we not only become 

members of the class here addressed as "you," but that we 

continue in this class, and maintain our standing by faithfulness 

and progress under the Lord's leading and instruction. We are to 

remember that our part in the work is to fully submit ourselves, 

our wills; and to let the Lord work in us to will and to do his good 

pleasure. Submitting our wills does not mean stupor or 

indifference; but the setting of our energies in line with the 

direction which the Lord from time to time will give us through 

his Word, through the brethren, and through his providences, 

which shall shape our ways. We do not need to take anxious 

thought as though the Lord might forget to give us the needed 

lessons and experiences to bring us on, and to cause us to abound 

in love. All we need to do is to remember that he is faithful, and 

to seek grace and strength to walk in his way, as we shall see it 

pointed out to us by his providence and Word, step by step. "Thy 

Word is a lamp to my feet; a lantern to my footsteps." 

THE OBJECT AND NECESSITY FOR SUCH 

DEVELOPMENT 

The Apostle in our text tells us why it is necessary that we 

progress. It is "to the end," or with the object in view, of our hearts 
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being established, fixed, settled, rooted, grounded in holiness. It 

is not sufficient, from the Divine standpoint, that we learn 

something about love, and have the feeling of love thrilling our 

hearts, and that generous emotions shall occasionally be ours; 

what the Lord seeks is "a peculiar people," "a royal priesthood," 

thoroughly established, firmly fixed in love for righteousness – so 

that all unrighteousness, all sin, all injustice, would be an 

abomination to them. Not only will they not love iniquity, but, as 

the Scriptures declare, they will hate iniquity. And whoever truly 

loves righteousness must in the same proportion hate iniquity. But 

this is only the result of fixed character, and time and experience 

and many lessons from the Word of God and from the book of 

experience are necessary before character becomes so settled, so 

crystalized, that it is fixed and unwavering in its loyalty to 

righteousness. It is for this reason that the Lord has hedged up the 

way of his people during this Gospel Age, and made the way of 

life, the way to the Kingdom, a "narrow" one, full of difficulties, 

full of trials, which thereby become tests, and sift out those who 

do not develop the character which the Lord approves, and for 

which he promises a share with Christ in his Kingdom. 

Some may say, Alas! If the standard of character is so high 

as to be unblamable before God, who is perfect, how can I ever 

hope to attain it? And so all of us might say, if the perfect standard 

were a standard for the flesh; for all of us have learned, as did the 

Apostle, that "In my flesh dwelleth no good [perfect] thing"; and 

we have the inspired Word for it that "There is none righteous; no, 

not one." So, then, we may rest assured that God is not seeking to 

find in any a perfection of the flesh, and that if he should seek 

perfection in the flesh he would not find it. It is not such an 

unreasonable and impossible thing that the Apostle teaches; but 

something quite reasonable, viz., as he says, that our hearts may 

be established, fixed, in holiness before God our Father. Ah, yes! 

To have a heart [will – motive – intention] that is blameless, is a 

very different thing from having flesh that is blameless. 
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The heart standing for the will, the intention, the desire, represents 

the "new creature." The flesh stands for itself. In its imperfection 

and its six thousand years of degradation as the slave and servant 

of sin, the flesh has become so imperfect that it is impossible to 

have it serve the law of God perfectly; impossible to have it obey 

all the good desires of our consecrated hearts unblamably. It is the 

new creature, the new mind, that must reach this stage of 

development where it will be unblamable before the Father. 

Not only is this a possible attainment, but we cannot conceive 

of any other condition being acceptable to God, in harmony with 

our calling. He has called us to be his Church, his Royal 

Priesthood, that he might fit and prepare us for the great work of 

blessing all the families of the earth as members of the Body of 

Christ, otherwise called the Bride, called to association with the 

heavenly Bridegroom during his Millennial Kingdom. Surely God 

could ask nothing less than that our hearts, our intentions, should 

be in accord with the principles of righteousness, [R4664 : page 

261] and that these principles should control our daily lives to the 

extent of our ability; and that thus we should seek to put away all 

filthiness of the flesh and of the spirit, and to perfect holiness in 

the reverence of the Lord. (2 Cor. 7:1.) Anything less than this 

good desire and endeavor could not possibly be acceptable in the 

sight of God; without these we could not hope to be of the finally 

acceptable elect Church. But how reasonable is this arrangement! 

How gladly do we accept the Divine will! How earnestly we wish 

that every imperfection and blemish of the flesh were done with, 

that the testings of our new minds were accomplished in their full 

establishment in righteousness! How we long to have our new 

bodies, promised to us in the "first resurrection" – bodies in which 

the new mind can act perfectly, without hindrance, without 

restraint, and glorify God perfectly in every act and word, as well 

as in our hearts, intentions! This is acceptable to God. He counts 

it, through the merit of Christ, exactly as though we were 

absolutely perfect in word and in deed, since such a condition is 
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the desire of our hearts, our wills; he is merely waiting until this 

character is fixed, permanent. 

THAT WE MAY BE ESTABLISHED – FIXED – IN THE 

PRESENCE OF OUR LORD 

We perceive that this lesson comes up to date, in the sense 

that while it has been applicable to the Lord's people all through 

this Gospel Age, it is specially applicable to us who are now living 

in the "harvest" time, in the time of the presence of the Son of 

man. For mark the Apostle's words in our text, that all this 

development in the spirit of love is to the end that we may be 

established, fixed, "in the presence [parousia] of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, with all saints." We are now in this time of his presence, 

and it behooves us to inquire carefully of our hearts to what extent 

we are established in righteousness, in love for it, or to what extent 

our loyalty to righteousness is still unsettled – wavering. 

We may be sure that all who do not speedily come to this 

condition of establishment in righteousness will be [R4664 : page 

262] tested, sifted and rejected; for the time for the completion of 

the Body of Christ is at hand. The Apostle asks, "Who shall be 

able to stand?" This is the question: Who shall be so thoroughly 

established in love that the trials and testings, necessary to prove 

him so, will be passed successfully? According to this we are not 

to wonder if various special trials are permitted now to come, thick 

and fast – trials which will test and prove our loyalty to the Lord 

and to the principles of love. Yet we are not to be discouraged 

with this thought of testing, but are to remember that he who 

began the good work in our hearts, began while we were yet 

sinners, by giving for us the great ransom price; that if he so loved 

us then, while we were yet sinners, much more does he love us 

now that we have accepted his grace, and are justified from all sin 

by faith in his blood, and are seeking to walk in his footsteps. And 

all who have this desire to receive the Lord's lessons, and to profit 
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by them, and to become more and more copies of Jesus – all such 

have the assurance that it comes, not by their strength, but by the 

Lord's strength; and that if they submit themselves to him, he will 

perfect in them his spirit of love and righteousness and holiness; 

that they may be "meet for the inheritance of the saints in light." 
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