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THE WISE CHOICE 

"Choose ye this day whom ye will serve; as for me and my house, we 

will serve the Lord." – Joshua 24:15. 

THE Children of Israel had crossed Jordan. Moses was dead and 

Joshua was their Leader. They were having no difficulty at that time; 

but Joshua thought that it was proper just then for them to make their 

decision – proper for them to decide whether or not they would be 

faithful to the Lord, or would allow themselves to be led away by the 

idolatry of the people who lived in Canaan. Joshua had called them 

together and had recounted to them the Lord's blessings and favor which 

they had thus far enjoyed, and then expressed himself in the grand and 

noble sentiments of our text. 

So, dear friends, we who realize that the Lord has been blessing, 

guiding and sustaining us in the past, should come to a full, 

positive decision as respects our course of life. The very fact of coming 

to a positive decision is a great blessing and a great help in the formation 

of character. Every time we come to a wise decision on any question, it 

strengthens mind and character, and makes us much more ready for 

another test – along some other line, perhaps. 

We well recognize the fact that the entire consecration which the 

Christian makes, leaves nothing out; but we need to have some 

touchstone, something which will enable the mind to reach a decision 

quickly, and this touchstone should be God's will, so that to perceive 

the Lord's will on any subject would be to settle it without any 

temporizing. Again, it is highly proper that we should reiterate our 

consecration, and thus make it prominent before others. 

For instance, if this were New Year's Day, and we were at a 

testimony meeting, there would be nothing wrong in saying, "Whatever 

any one else may do, I acknowledge God and will serve him!" – not as 
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a new vow, but as a fresh acknowledgment of the consecration Vow we 

have already taken. 

We are to recognize the difference between making a new covenant 

every day, and the daily renewing of our covenant; the one would be an 

impropriety; the other would be proper. If we have made a binding 

covenant for life, we should no more think of breaking it than would a 

man who had leased a house or sold it. 

Every day we should renew our covenant with the Lord – renew it 

and make it fresh in our minds, thus showing that there has been no 

change on our part; that we are still in the same attitude. This is the same 

thought as was in the making of our consecration; we are dead with 

Christ – "Ye are not your own, ye are bought with a price." We are 

exhorted to make this review of our lives and renewal of our 

consecration daily; to continue to keep this before our minds and hearts; 

to render our sacrifice to the Lord. Thus we are baptized by baptism into 

his death; and this baptism continues just as it was with our Lord. He 

had made his consecration and so it had to be completed; so it is with 

us; our vow, our covenant is unto death. 

If the Lord's consecrated people could be brought to the point 

where the chief aim in life, the burden of all their prayers, would be that 

they might have a larger measure of the Spirit of the Lord, the spirit of 

holiness, the spirit of the Truth, the spirit of Christ, the spirit of a sound 

mind, what a blessing it would mean! If then they should wrestle with 

him until the breaking of day, their hold upon him would be sure to 

bring the desired blessing. The Lord reveals himself for the purpose of 

giving this blessing; but he withholds it until we learn to appreciate and 

desire it. 
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