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THE WHITE STONE GIVEN THE OVERCOMERS 

"To him that overcometh will I give...a white stone, and in the stone a 

new name written, which no man knoweth save he that receiveth it." 

– Rev. 2:17. 

IN ANCIENT TIMES the Greeks and the Romans had a custom 

of noting and perpetuating friendship by means of a white stone. This 

stone was divided into halves, and each person inscribed his name on 

the flat surface, after which the parts of the stone were exchanged. The 

production of either half was sufficient to insure friendly aid, even from 

the descendants of those who first divided the stone. A similar custom 

was sometimes observed by a king, who would break a white stone into 

two parts, one of which he would retain and the other part give to a 

special ambassador. That part could be sent to the king at any time and 

would insure aid. Thus the divided stone became a mark of 

identification. 

Rev. 2:17 seems to refer to this ancient custom. The white stone 

signifies a precious token of the Lord's love, and the new name written 

in the stone suggests the Bridegroom's name. The statement indicates 

a special acquaintance with the great King of kings, secret between 

Himself and the individual. The overcomers are not to be recognized 

merely as a class – the Bride class – but each will have the personal 

favor of the Lord. Of this no one will know save himself and the King. 

There is an individual and personal relationship between the Lord and 

the overcomers, who may be said to receive the mark of identification 

– the antitypical white stone – now, in this life. 

This mark is the sealing of the Holy Spirit by which the Lord 

identifies the overcomers. While this is said to be a part of 

the final reward of the Church, yet from the very beginning of our 

experience we have this personal acquaintance with the Lord. The full 

seal of the Holy Spirit will be given in the Resurrection, when we 
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receive the new body. Then we shall have the complete knowledge of 

the name by which we shall be known to the Lord and He to us forever.    

--------------- 

"THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH" 

I came and saw, and hoped to conquer, 

As the great Roman once had done; 

His was the one hour's torrent shock of battle, 

My field was harder to be won. 

 

I came and saw, but did not conquer, 

The foes were fierce, their weapons strong; 

I came and saw, but yet I did not conquer, 

For me the fight was sore and long. 

 

They said the war was brief and easy, 

A word, a look, would crush the throng; 

To some it may have been a moment's conflict, 

To me it has been sore and long. 

 

They said the threats were coward bluster, 

To brave men they could work no wrong; 

So some may boast of swift and easy battle, 

To me it has been sore and long. 

 

And yet I know that I shall conquer, 

Though sore and hard the fight may be; 

I know, I know I shall be more than victor 

Through Him who won the fight for me. 

 

I fight, not fearful of the issue, 

My victory is sure and near; 

Yet not the less with hand and eye all watchful, 

Grasp I my buckler and my spear. 
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For I must fight, if I would conquer, 

'Tis not by flight that fields are won; 

And I must conquer, if I would inherit 

The victor's joy and crown and throne. 

 

HORATIUS BONAR. 
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