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"AS DECEIVERS AND YET TRUE" 

MY SUIT against The Eagle for slanderous defamation of 

reputation has been decided in its favor. A Jury of twelve men have 

decided that The Eagle was justified in making its vicious 

onslaughts upon me, notwithstanding the Judge's Charge that, 

according to the law, the cartoon, at least, was a slanderous, vicious 

libel in fact. I am urged by my attorneys and petitioned by friends 

to take the case to the Court of Appeals. 

I quite agree with Justice Kelby, who said, "The case was 

presented fairly and squarely to the Jury." The rulings of His Honor 

seem to me equitable. I very highly appreciate the ability and 

energy of my attorneys, Mr. Sparks and Mr. Rutherford. I have no 

complaint, nor murmuring against the Divine providences which 

permitted what I consider to be a very unjust verdict. In appealing 

our Case to the Court we have followed the example of the Master, 

who inquired why He was smitten contrary to Law. (John 18:23.) 

Likewise St. Paul appealed for such justice as the Law provided. 

(Acts 25:10.) So I have done; and I, like them, have been refused 

the Law's protection. I murmur not. I am in good company. 

I remember, on the other hand, that it has been a part of the 

Divine will throughout this Gospel Age to allow His faithful 

servants to suffer reproaches and losses. This was so in the Master's 

case: "Being reviled, He reviled not again." When it pleased the 

Father to bruise Him and put Him to shame, He declared, "The cup 

which My Father hath poured for Me, shall I not drink it?" – "Not 

My will, but Thine be done." – I Peter 2:23; John 18:11; Luke 

22:42. 

It was so with the Apostles, who wrote, "As He was, so are we 

in this world" – "As deceivers and yet true; as poor, yet making 

many rich"; "I bear about in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus" 
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– evidences that I am His servant and His follower. As St. Paul said, 

so we see fulfilled all through the Age, "Whosoever will live godly 

in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." The Master said, "Marvel 

not if the world hate you. Ye know that it hated Me before it hated 

you; if ye were of the world, the world would love its own." – I 

John 4:17; 2 Cor. 6:8-10; Gal. 6:17; 2 Tim. 3:12; John 15:18,19. 

THE CASE BRIEFLY REVIEWED 

I am interested in everything progressive and tending to prove 

that we are entering the great Thousand Years of earth's blessings 

under Messiah. In the columns of THE WATCH TOWER I have 

noted the coming of Divine blessings in fulfilment of the prediction 

that "The wilderness shall blossom as the rose," "The earth shall 

yield her increase," etc. Five years ago we quoted in THE WATCH 

TOWER columns reports respecting "Miracle Wheat." We gave the 

name and address (Mr. Stoner) of the farmer who discovered this 

new wheat and his reports of its remarkable qualities. We published 

also the report of Mr. Miller, the Government expert, who 

thoroughly investigated it and pronounced upon its superior 

qualities. 

Some of our readers purchased seed from Mr. Stoner at $1.25 

per pound and approved it. In 1910 one of the friends of our Society, 

who had raised some of this wheat, sold it for seed at $1.00 per 

pound, and donated the proceeds to our Society. In 1911 the same 

friend, having raised more seed, asked that THE WATCH TOWER 

give the benefit of this to its readers at $1.00 a pound post-paid, and 

appropriate the net results to the furtherance of its work. Another 

friend, who had some of the same seed, also donated similarly, the 

total amount being twenty bushels. 

For the accommodation of our readers, we allowed this seed-

wheat to be put up in pound packages and mailed from THE 

WATCH TOWER Office, just as the U.S. Government [R5190 : 

page 62] handles such seeds at Washington. We did the business at 
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the request of others and in their interest, and credited them on our 

books with the results, setting aside to them proportionately voting 

shares in our Society. We made no claim for the wheat on our own 

knowledge. We merely gave the report of the Government expert, 

of the originator, and of our friends who had tried the wheat. We 

merely acted as intermediary. 

Nevertheless, everything that was said respecting the wheat 

was fully proven at this trial by expert witnesses, interested and 

disinterested, and their testimony was not shaken. It was also shown 

that farmer Stoner and his business partner, Mr. Knight, made no 

sales of this wheat under $1.25 per pound until September, 1911; 

and that they had a written contract between them that none of the 

wheat was to be sold at any price until the following year – 1912. 

Suddenly in September, 1911, they changed their plans, 

considering that they had wheat enough accumulated, put the price 

down to $5.00 per bushel, about the time that THE WATCH 

TOWER wheat was all sold at a dollar a pound. This The 

Eagle's attorney claimed was proof of fraud on the part of THE 

WATCH TOWER – sufficient [R5190 : page 63] excuse for the 

slanderous assaults of The Eagle upon me. 

It was in vain that my attorney sought to show the Jury The 

Eagle's malice – that it really was attacking me along religious 

grounds; that it had set itself as the champion of certain clerical 

enemies of mine, and was seeking to destroy my influence and, if 

possible, to drive me from Brooklyn. In the court-room sat about 

twenty-five of my friends, who had come long distances at their 

own expense to have an opportunity to speak a word in my behalf. 

Through some intricacies of the Law respecting evidence, these 

were unable to be heard in my behalf. 

Instead, the Law gave The Eagle's attorney the privilege of 

saying all manner of evil against me falsely – for the sake of the 

Doctrines of Christ, which I hold and teach. He was allowed to 
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picture me, as The Eagle had done in its cartoon – as a thief and 

robber, masquerading in the garb of a minister of Christ. He was 

allowed to ridicule the "Miracle Wheat," although I had nothing 

whatever to do with it, nor with the naming of it; and 

notwithstanding the fact that its superiority was proven. 

He was allowed to inveigh against the fact as criminal, that I 

hold the office of President of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract 

Society, and to claim that I hold the office in some corrupt or 

unlawful manner, and that I misuse the Society's income in some 

unexplained way to my own advantage. Meantime, scores present 

in the courtroom and thousands all over the land, would have been 

glad to testify that their donations have come to the Society because 

they have the utmost confidence in my integrity and management 

of its affairs as its Executive Officer, and that had anybody else 

been President their donations would have been smaller or none at 

all. 

Presumably because there were seven Catholics on the 

Jury, The Eagle's attorney was prompted to refer to the Sisters of 

Charity and their noble work as nurses in the hospitals, without 

referring to the fact that those nurses are well paid, and that the 

hospitals in large measure are supported by State taxation. 

The Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society was held up to scorn 

because it did not have any hospital work nor draw any revenue 

from taxation, and because the female members of the Society do 

not visit the workshops of the land weekly or monthly on pay-day, 

and exact donations to its work. Our society was held up to scorn 

also because we do not send a wagon around the city collecting 

groceries and provisions for the up-keep of our work; because we 

do not take up collections even on Sunday; because we have never 

solicited a penny or a dollar from anybody; and because we never 

have fairs, grab-bags, "chances" or "raffles." Our Society was held 

up to scorn and ridicule because it offers its literature free to the 
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poor, while other similar Societies charge both rich and poor for 

their tracts and other publications. The Eagle was pictured by its 

attorney as a dove, a bird of Paradise. For defending it the 

Protestants on the Jury were led to hope for escape from eternal 

torment through "the pearly gates" of heaven, welcomed with the 

words, "Well done!" for giving The Eagle the verdict. Neither I nor 

my attorneys could offer such inducements conscientiously. 

Our home, "Bethel," where some of our Society's workers 

reside, was held up to scorn – likened to a harem, etc. This surely 

did cut me deeply to the heart. I am quite willing to suffer, if need 

be, for my faithfulness to the Lord and His Word; but it gave me 

great pain that the arrows intended for me did not all center upon 

myself – that the more than a hundred saintly, earnest men, women 

and children, co-laborers with me in the Lord's work, should thus 

be made to unjustly suffer. I can only urge them to apply to 

themselves the words of the Apostle, "Cast not away, therefore, 

your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward"; "For ye 

have need of patience that, after ye have done the will of God, ye 

shall receive the promise"; "Ye endured a great fight of afflictions; 

partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock, and partly whilst ye 

became companions of them that were so used." – Heb. 

10:35,36,32,33. 

NO COMPLAINT AGAINST THE LAW 

I have no complaint to make against the Laws of our land, nor 

against the Jury System, not against the particular twelve men who, 

in my judgment, gave an unjust verdict. I esteem our Laws to be 

most wonderfully just. I have often marveled that imperfect, fallen 

men have succeeded in the erection of such excellent barriers 

against sin and injustice. I cannot see that a more fair method than 

our Jury System of trying a case could be arranged by imperfect 

men. Neither do I believe that the average jury desires to pervert 

justice. The miscarriage of justice I attribute rather to the 
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imperfection of human knowledge. Suspicion and evil-surmising 

are weeds which seem to grow prolifically in every mind. They 

spring spontaneously in the degraded heart. There is such a 

disposition to judge others by one's self, and such a realization of 

sinful impulses that the average man naturally enough imputes evil, 

on every occasion when it is suggested to him. 

St. Paul enunciated this principle, saying, "The natural man 

receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God;... neither can he know 

[understand] them; for they are spiritually discerned." (I Cor. 2:14.) 

Our Society and its work, our Lord's work and the work of the 

Apostles and the regenerate since, are so far beyond the concept of 

the unregenerate as to be "Foolishness unto them" – hypocrisies, 

frauds, impositions. If Jesus and the Apostles and the faithful saints 

of eighteen centuries have all belonged to this class, I will be of 

good courage and not be ashamed to belong to the same. 

I am the more encouraged because I realize that the great Day 

of Blessing, the great Thousand-Year Day of Messiah's Kingdom, 

is near at hand – is dawning now. Soon Satan, the "Prince of 

Darkness," will be bound for a thousand years, to deceive the 

nations no more. (Revelation 20:2,3,6.) No longer will Darkness be 

permitted to masquerade as Light, and the Light be slandered as 

Darkness. All the blind eyes will be opened; all the deaf ears will 

be unstopped. That glorious period, as the Prophet has declared, 

shall be "the desire of all nations." (Haggai 2:7.) Then not only the 

Church will see eye to eye, and understand God's providences at the 

present time, but the whole world will see in the light of that happy 

time for which we pray, "Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on 

earth as in Heaven." 

Sincerely, and undismayed, I remain a servant of God. 

CHARLES T. RUSSELL. 

Brooklyn, January 29, 1913.  
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--------------- 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

But trust Him for His grace; 

Behind a frowning providence 

He hides a smiling face. 

 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 

The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy and shall break 

In blessings on your head. 

 

His purposes will ripen fast, 

Unfolding every hour; 

The bud may have a bitter taste, 

But sweet will be the flower. 
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