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TRAINING FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE KINGDOM 

"Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow."                           

– Matthew 6:28. 

IN THE Sermon on the Mount, the Master is teaching His 

disciples certain important lessons. He is not teaching the world, but 

those who had come to Him, especially desiring to be taught, 

desiring to be His disciples. He points out to them that if they would 

be His disciples, thenceforth their main object in life would be to 

seek to become members of the Kingdom of God. He Himself is to 

be the great King; and an elect, choice number from the world are 

to be associated with Him in that Kingdom. When this election is 

completed, that Kingdom will be established. Then the blessing of 

all the world will follow under that Kingdom, in harmony with the 

promise made to Abraham, "In thee and in thy Seed shall all the 

families of the earth be blessed." 

These, then, who aspire to be members of the Kingdom class 

should make this the chief aim and object of life: "Seek first the 

Kingdom of God and His righteousness"; that is to say, the 

righteousness necessary to attain a place in that Kingdom. And all 

things necessary are promised to be supplied to such aspirants and 

seekers. Our Lord did not promise rich clothing, fine houses, ease or 

luxury; nor could we suppose that these would be specially helpful. 

Certain training is necessary for membership in the Kingdom. 

God, the great Husbandman in one picture, the great Overseer in 

another, would supervise the affairs of each member; and all things 

would be made to work together for their good. If they needed 

experience in trials, difficulties and privations, He would see to it 

that they got those experiences. If they were proud, they would get 

experiences that would humble them. If they [R5220 : page 

118] were rude, they would have experiences that would make them 
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polite. It is necessary for them to have these experiences; for if they 

did not learn at all, they would never get the inheritance to which 

they have become heirs. 

LESSONS IN EVERY EXPERIENCE OF LIFE 

The Master took note of the fact that the majority of people are 

full of the cares of this present life – what they shall eat, what they 

shall drink, and wherewithal they shall be clothed. He saw that many 

of the poor were distressed, not knowing, perhaps, whence the next 

meal would come. If such were the Lord's people, they should 

exercise faith. If the Father permitted His children to be in these 

difficulties, He saw that there was some good lesson for them to 

learn. They were to seek to learn that lesson, and not to fret about 

their condition. 

This did not mean that His followers were to be negligent, to 

care nothing about their appearance or about what they should eat. 

This is not the way to do; but while appreciating the beauties of 

nature, of dress, etc., they were to have faith in their Heavenly Father 

and to realize that the luxuries of life might not be the best for them. 

But they were to be content – knowing that all things would work 

out good to those who were rightly exercised. 

This matter of taking anxious thought for food and clothing is 

not confined to the poor. Some of the middle class, as they rise to 

wealth, find themselves engrossed with the cares of this life, eating, 

drinking and dressing – saying to themselves, What shall I wear this 

time, or that time, etc.? Eating and drinking and dressing seem to be 

the engrossing thoughts of both rich and poor. 

The Lord's people are to be content with such things as they 

have. They are to seek to provide things honest and decent. But 

honest and decent things are not extravagant things. The Lord's 

people are not to be inclined to use money in self-gratification. As 

they look about and see others of the Lord's children, they see that 
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they must not take too many of these blessings for themselves, but 

that they should use their money with economy. They should use 

their money as a part of their stewardship, and know that they are to 

give an account of it. 

We are to seek first of all the interests of the Kingdom. If the 

interests of the Kingdom need money, we would feel guilty if we 

should use the Lord's consecrated money in self-gratification. 

Presumably this is the reason that the Lord has left the interests of 

the Kingdom in a condition of semi-poverty – in order that His 

people may forward the interests of that Kingdom. Our God is very 

rich. All the gold and silver are His, and the cattle on a thousand 

hills; and if it was for the interests of the Kingdom class, He would 

forward them money in abundance. Things are left as they are, then, 

that we may practise economy, may have an opportunity of denying 

ourselves present blessings for the interests of the Kingdom. 

LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE LILIES 

In this connection, our text comes in, illustrating the thought by 

the lily of the field. Indigenous to the soil, it has those things 

provided which are necessary for its development. The Lord did not 

choose a hot-house plant, dependent upon the horticulturist, but He 

chose a flower from the field. That flower grows under those 

conditions because the great Protector has arranged for its interest. 

This does not mean for the plant to be idle; for if it were idle, it 

would die. The bulb is continually sending up nourishment to its 

stalks. It is not idle by any means. But does the plant do this by 

worrying? No. It merely uses the opportunities that come to it. It 

merely exercises its functions by the laws of its nature. 

God makes provision for the lily in its native soil; and as it 

grows in its beauty, "even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 

like one of these." So is it to be with God's children. When the Father 

begets us as His children and we are placed under present 
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conditions, we may be sure that He who so placed us made the 

necessary arrangements for us; that He is not unwise; that He has 

not put us in conditions that are unfavorable for us. They are all of 

Divine arrangement. 

If we move ourselves out of these conditions, we may be 

responsible in some degree, but as long as we exercise no will of our 

own to take ourselves out of His providential care, we may be sure 

that all things will be overruled to work for good to us. If we then 

seek to adorn ourselves with all the graces of the Holy Spirit, and if 

we use the opportunities that are in our immediate grasp, we shall 

be using the means for our own development. 

The lily has a right to use everything within its power for its 

own nourishment. So it is our right and our duty to use the means 

within our power for beautifying our characters and for our spiritual 

nourishment, knowing [R5220 : page 119] that He who began the 

good work in us is able to complete it unto the Day of Jesus Christ. 

DEVOUT CONTEMPLATION OF THE DIVINE 

CHARACTER HELPFUL 

Our Lord calls attention to how such simple things in nature 

should be studied, be considered. The lessons to be learned in 

connection with all the affairs of life will be helpful to such as 

approach the study from the right standpoint of faith in the Creator, 

and a realization that He is necessarily the embodiment and 

representative of the very highest and very noblest qualities of which 

the human mind could conceive – perfect in Justice, perfect in 

Wisdom, perfect in Power, perfect in Love. 

The heart that thus considers, makes progress, grows in grace, 

in knowledge, in love. The heart that fails to consider the little 

things, is hindered from a proper consideration of God and from a 

proper appreciation of His Plan, and thus from a proper appreciation 

of His Character. 

4



==================== 

See more Books & Articles at www.foodfornewcreature.com

https://foodfornewcreature.com/



