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AN INTERESTING QUESTION 

Question. – Is there any way of determining our standing 

before God? 

Answer. – The Apostle John says that "If our hearts condemn 

us not, then we have confidence toward God." (I John 3:21.) In order 

that we may begin to measure ourselves and our progress, to know 

whether or not we are pleasing God in the affairs of life, we must 

know first of all whether we have taken steps to come into His 

family. Have we made a full consecration of ourselves to do the 

Divine will? If we know that we have made a full consecration of 

ourselves, the next question should be, To what extent do 

I know God's will, and to what extent am I seeking to do it? Do I use 

my time, strength, influence and all that I have, sacrificially, to the 

best of my ability, not counting my life dear unto myself? If we find 

that in a general way this is the course we are following, then there 

is every reason for us to have great satisfaction. 

Then we find that the thing to be expected is that all those who 

will "live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." (2 Tim. 

3:12.) If we find that we have not this witness of the Spirit, if we 

have no persecution, then we have not been letting our light shine 

out. This should not lead us into anything foolish, but we should 

examine ourselves to see whether we are laying down our lives in 

His service. If we find no suffering in the present time, it should be 

a cause of perplexity to us. 

If we find persecutions, then we should make sure that our 

persecutions are not from any wrong which we have done ourselves, 

nor from busybodying in other men's matters, but that we are 

suffering for the Truth's sake, for the brethren's sake. If we have 

these evidences that we have come into God's family, if we are 

studying to know and to do His will, if we are having trials and 
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difficulties in the pathway and are being rightly exercised thereby, 

we may count ourselves as His faithful people. 
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