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DWELLING TOGETHER IN UNITY 

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 

together in unity!" – Psalm 133:1. 

IN SOME earthly families there is a considerable degree of 

unity. Of such we sometimes say, "This family all seem to pull 

together." In other families there seems to be a pulling apart. When 

we see husband and wife, brothers and sisters, seeking to help one 

another, we say, "There is a great deal of love in that family." By 

this we mean an earthly love – a certain amount of animal love. This 

disposition is a right one. The Bible seems to imply that there is an 

obligation, a special duty, to those who are near to us. The Scriptures 

say that a man should not neglect his own household. He that careth 

not for his own is worse than an unbeliever. – I Timothy 5:8. 

Man was originally created in the image of God, and had love 

Divine as the inspiring influence in his life. This love has been 

largely effaced by selfishness, which is the representative of sin. In 

proportion as people are fallen, to that extent they are selfish. Some 

are kind and generous to the members of their own family, and seek 

to co-operate in helping one another. We cannot say that this is not 

a right principle, if, in seeking to do for its own, it does not injure 

others. Brothers and sisters should sympathize with one another, and 

have a spirit of helpfulness one toward another. Wherever we see 

this spirit in a family we say, "That is a delightful family." 

There are other families where there seems to be a personal 

selfishness, and no brotherly sympathy at all. In such families there 

is a desire to do more for an outsider than for one of their own. The 

members see more blemishes in their own than in others. In such 

cases, justice is lacking. Whenever the principle of justice is 

overridden, a spirit of antagonism is engendered instead of love, and 

under such conditions there is no unity possible. 
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FRICTION THE RESULT OF SELFISHNESS 

Let us apply this rule to the Lord's family – the Church. God 

has organized a new family in the world – not according to any 

earthly ties, but according to the Spirit of God. This family consists 

of those who have been begotten of the one Spirit of the Father. 

What a beautiful family it is! We see a type of this family in the days 

of Gideon. All the sons of Joash, Gideon's father, were different 

from the others of Israel in their general appearance. It is written that 

they resembled the children of kings. (Judges 8:18.) So should it be 

with us. As we have the Spirit of the Lord, we should shine out in 

our words and deeds, and in every way should "show forth the 

praises of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous 

light." – I Peter 2:9. 

Evidently the principle of selfishness is the root from which all 

disagreements emanate. Surely there is nothing of selfishness in the 

Lord's Spirit. Whence then is this spirit of strife and discord which 

sometimes manifests itself among the Lord's people? One sets 

himself up and seeks to take away the rights and liberties of others. 

Others, having a similar spirit, may desire to be clannish. One says, 

"I am of Paul"; another, "I am of Apollos," a third, "I am of Christ." 

This spirit is wrong. St. Paul points out that there is none other than 

Christ to whom we should be united. 

The most favorable condition for unity is that all seek to have 

the Lord's will done in their mortal bodies. The only difficulty that 

could then arise would result from ignorance or from weakness of 

the flesh that had not been overcome or that could not be overcome. 

The other members of the congregation, having the Spirit of the 

Master, would assume that the erring brother was merely ignorant, 

and not wilfully in opposition. Therefore in all kindness and 

gentleness they would seek to point out the will of the Father as 

expressed in Christ. The younger brother would be glad to have this 

done, because he would have the Spirit of Christ. 
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If the difficulty were one of the flesh, the brethren [R5229 : 

page 134] should recognize that it was merely a weakness of the 

flesh, and sympathetically they should point out to the brother 

wherein he had come short. In turn, he should make apology for his 

mistake. Then he should be freely forgiven. So he would learn and 

would come into proper unity with the other brethren. Thus we are 

all, at the present time, to have the Spirit of the Master, and so far as 

possible to live together in unity. 

"NO SCHISM IN THE BODY" 

It is, however, not possible always to "dwell together in unity" 

with everybody. It would be impossible for God and Satan thus to 

dwell. There are some people who have the spirit of Satan. We could 

have no unity with such a one. There would be polishing from 

coming in contact with such, but there could be no unity; for what 

fellowship could light have with darkness? On one occasion St. Paul 

wrote to the Corinthian Church, "I hear that there are divisions 

among you." Then he proceeded to say that it must be so, in order 

that whatever was wrong might come to the surface, that the 

inharmony of the situation might be realized, and that the one in the 

wrong might be led to go out, because he was an intruder. (I 

Corinthians 11:18,19.) Recognizing his position, such a one would 

go out, saying by his action, "I am not a member of the Body of 

Christ; these are the Lord's people." Or, failing to go out, he should 

be advised to do so. 

Those who are not brethren, who are not children of light, but 

children of darkness, associating with the brethren, must be dealt 

with along the lines of the Divine direction laid down in Matthew 

18:15-17. We may not take any measures not Scriptural. This is the 

only method. 

We have seen great machines running with great precision and 

very little commotion. The parts are dwelling together in unity; all 

are working in perfect order, because they are well put together. 
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They could not fall together, or there would be merely a rattling. The 

family of God are like a great machine. The setting of the members 

in the Body is under the supervision of the great Engineer, who 

brings them into the spirit of harmony, through the impartation of 

His own Spirit. 

The working of a new engine or other machine is very slow at 

first, because there is a certain amount of friction engendered when 

the parts begin to move. So when the engineer finds that there is 

friction in any of the parts, he puts on a little lubricating oil, and thus 

prevents injury. When the parts are worn smooth, there is little 

danger of friction. So with the members of the Body of Christ. When 

they are new in the Body we must expect some friction, and then we 

should exercise more of the Spirit of the Lord. And we should be 

very sure of our own spirit, of our own intention. 

Even if the one causing friction should not be of the Body, even 

if he were a stranger – no part of the machine [R5230 : page 134] to 

which he is attaching himself – there would be all the more need of 

oil. We should, therefore, remember that no matter how well 

developed each member may be, he will need the Holy Spirit. If we 

find any member unendurable, we should go to the Lord in prayer 

and ask for more of His Spirit, that we may exercise more patience 

and more brotherly-kindness in dealing with that one. So shall we 

be pleasing to the Lord, and helpful in building one another up and 

in doing good unto all men, especially to the Household of Faith. 
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