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THE LONDON CONVENTION – AUGUST 1-4 

THERE is necessarily a considerable difference between a 

Convention held in a great city and one held in a country-side. 

There is also a slight temperamental difference between the blended 

English character of America and Canada and the composite 

English of Great Britain; hence there is always a slight difference 

between the Conventions held on opposite sides of the Atlantic. But 

the oneness of spirit of all the dear Conventioners is manifest to 

everybody who has attended both. And how reasonable this is! All 

spirit-begotten, all children of the one Father, all patterning 

themselves after the same glorious Savior, these dear ones must 

have many wonderfully harmonious characteristics. "By one Spirit 

we were all baptized into one Body." – I Corinthians 12:13. 

Find the members of that one Body where we may we find 

them of that one Spirit. It is always beautiful. It is always separate 

from the world. It is always showing forth the praises of "Him who 

called us out of darkness into His marvelous light." It is always 

striving to let its light so shine before others as to glorify the Father. 

The world-wide Harvest Message could have no more potent 

testimony than this – the oneness of spirit manifested among the 

members of the Body of Christ. It is gathering the wheat class to 

the Lord, to His Word and into sympathy with each other. Some of 

the wheat is more and some less ripe, but gradually the glorious 

sunlight of Truth is producing a ripening and separating effect. 

Wherever it enters it rests, abides. This is one reason, we believe, 

why it is so generally said on every occasion that the last 

Convention is the best. All of our joys, all of our spiritual blessings, 

are [R5316 : page 285] largely what we make them; or, rather, what 

the Lord is able to make them for us. We can be filled with His 

Spirit only in proportion as we become emptied of self and fully 
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submitted to Him. We can be taught in the School of Christ only in 

proportion as we realize our own insufficiency and need of 

guidance in the ways of the Lord and submit ourselves to the 

Master's instruction. 

The Convention just closed has been a most interesting and 

profitable one. So far as we know the sentiment of all present was, 

"It is good to be here." Although not as abundantly furnished with 

able speakers as the American Conventions usually are, it was 

nevertheless admirably served, and a number of very able addresses 

were given along various lines of Bible study. Helpful thoughts and 

ennobling impulses were started which, it is hoped, were carried to 

the homes of many and then scattered further around, to the glory 

of the Lord and to the comfort of His people. The spiritual 

fellowship, which is always one of the chief features of the blessing 

of a Convention, seemed to be thoroughly enjoyed and participated 

in by all. 

The total number in attendance from outside the London 

Tabernacle Congregation was about nine hundred, the most of these 

from nearby towns and cities, though some of them came from 

Germany, Denmark and Sweden, besides an American 

representation. One hundred and sixty-nine symbolized their 

consecration by water immersion, symbolized their immersion into 

Christ's death. – Romans 6:3-5. 

Brother Russell arrived in good time for the beginning of the 

Convention, and was with it throughout. 
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