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THE PURPOSE OF OUR TRIALS 

"Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he is 

tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 

promised to them that love Him." – James 1:12. 

THE WORD blessed in this text may be understood to 

signify the condition of one in the favor of God. The state of such 

will be a happy one, a desirable one. The word blessed does not, 

of course, always suggest a happy condition as relates to the 

feelings, or emotions, but rather as relates to the outcome. It is 

used here in connection with the results of trial to the Christian. 

The child of God who wins the crown of life will be very highly 

favored or blessed of God; then whatever conduces to this end is 

a very great blessing, even though it cause much pain to the flesh. 

Who will gain this crown of life? Of what character will he 

be? The Scriptures declare that it will be that man or that woman 

who endures temptation, trial. What is signified 

by enduring temptation? Evidently the thought is not the 

enduring of one temptation for one time or for many times. Even 

the world must endure trials. The reference is to the retaining 

permanently of the attitude of patient endurance and faithfulness 

when tempted, of remaining true to God under temptation and 

stress. Temptations come from a variety of sources. They may 

come from friends, who may tempt us to live a life of more or 

less self-indulgence, to relax in a measure our fidelity to the Lord. 

The enticements of wealth or worldly society, a natural love of 

ease and disinclination of the flesh to endure hardness – any or 

all of these may prove strong and subtle temptations to the 

Christian. 

But if we love the Lord supremely, that love will become the 

chief impulse of our lives. Our one aim will be that we may 
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glorify God in our spirit and in our body. We know that there are 

things which are displeasing to God, and if we love Him we will 

seek to keep His commandments. The child of God might fail 

once, or he might fail repeatedly along the same line, until in deep 

humiliation and anguish of soul because of his continued 

manifestation of the same weakness, he would be led to cry out 

with strong crying and tears to the Lord; and his pain and distress 

of heart might so impress upon him his need of greater 

watchfulness along that line that he would become strengthened 

for further attacks of the same nature, and thus be enabled to gain 

the victory over his besetment, his special weakness. 

THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

While we shall never reach the point of perfection in the 

flesh, nevertheless this power to endure temptation should 

become more marked day by day, as the New Creature remains 

loyal, still resisting and striving still harder to resist and be true 

to the Lord in thought and word and deed. Blessed is the man who 

shall endure – time after time, day after day – thus proving his 

faithfulness and obedience to God. For when that man is tried, 

when the trial time is over, when God has seen that he has 

demonstrated fully his loyalty, then, when God's "due time" has 

come, that tried and proven one shall receive the crown of life. 

The expression, "the crown of life," is another way of saying 

the reward of life; and this life is on the highest plane. The 

Apostle Paul speaks of this same crown as the "crown of 

righteousness." The Apostle Peter calls it the "crown of glory." It 

is the crown of righteousness because it is the reward that comes 

as the result of righteousness, of obedience to God and the 

principles of His Government, of faithfulness to our covenant. It 

is the crown of glory because it is the reward which brings glory, 

honor, immortality. 
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In the Grecian games certain rewards were given to those 

who endured successfully the trial of their skill, of their prowess 

and of their physical endurance. The reward given was usually a 

crown or wreath of laurel. That crown was valuable, not so much 

in itself, but especially as an outward token of appreciation of 

superior merit. The fact that it was evergreen would suggest to 

the Christian that our reward as "overcomers" will be a lasting 

reward, an eternal reward. 

The Lord is to give us life in fullest measure. The penalty 

that came upon our race because of sin was death; but now there 

is an opportunity to regain life – life in perfection, untainted, 

unending. This life is in the Son of God. At the present time life 

can be gained only by being begotten to the spirit nature. The 

crown of life, to be given to the "more than conquerors," is a very 

special kind of life – immortality, the highest form of life 

possible, the crown, or pinnacle, of all life. This is to be the 

reward of the class called in Scripture the Bride of Christ, when 

they shall have demonstrated their faithfulness, when they shall 

have been proven worthy to be members of that exalted class. 

There will be a crown of life in the next Age – perfect human 

life – as the result of obedience to the tests and trials of that time. 

These tests will differ in many respects from the trials and 

difficulties of the Church at the present time. They will be much 

less crucial; for then temptations to sin from without will be 

removed, and bodily and mental uplifting and assistance granted, 

which will make their trial a more favorable one. Righteousness, 

too, will immediately be rewarded in that Day, and sin and 

disobedience of every kind will be promptly punished. But now 

righteousness often brings suffering, reproach, pain and loss, 

from the human standpoint; while sin often brings present 

advantage, popularity and pleasure to the flesh. 
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THE PROPER VIEW OF OUR TRIALS 

There is a special love required by God of the Gospel Church 

– this peculiar class now called of Him. They are to have a love 

that is so unselfish that it will be willing, yea, glad, to lay down 

the earthly life in the service of God, that they may bring 

blessings to others. To these God has promised the special crown 

of life – immortality, His own nature. These are to be the blessers 

of their brethren, those of the nature formerly their own. As Isaac 

was the blesser of Ishmael and of the sons of Keturah, and as the 

first-born of Israel were the blessers of their brethren, so these 

will bless all the peoples of the earth, from among whom they 

were chosen. How thankful we should be for an honor so great! 

If these favored children of the Heavenly King could always 

keep in mind the fact that every trial and testing, every 

persecution and difficulty, permitted to come upon those who 

have made the Covenant of Sacrifice with the Lord, is designed 

to develop them, to prove and test their love, to demonstrate 

whether or not their characters are fixed, rooted and grounded in 

righteousness, it would set all their painful experiences and 

temptations in a new light, and would be a great assistance to 

them in fighting the good fight of faith successfully. For if by 

these trials and tribulations the Lord is proving our love and 

devotion to Him, then whatever they may be, whether great or 

small, we should diligently use them as opportunities to 

demonstrate to our God the fulness of our love for Him and His 

cause, and as means by which we may rise day by day to greater 

heights of spiritual attainment, being changed into the likeness of 

our Master. [R5499 : page 215] 

Thus viewed and thus met, every trial and affliction would 

prove a blessing, a Heavenly messenger, bearing us on wings of 

faith "Nearer, our God, to Thee, nearer to Thee." Then, beloved, 

"count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations [trials, 
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testings], knowing this, that the trial of your faith worketh 

patience [patient endurance]. But let patience perfect her work, 

that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing." Herein we 

"greatly rejoice – though now for a season, if need be, ye are in 

heaviness through manifold temptations [testings, provings], that 

the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold, 

which perisheth, might be found unto praise and honor and glory 

at the appearing of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen, ye love; 

in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 

with joy unspeakable and full of glory, receiving the end of your 

faith, even the salvation of your souls!" – James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 

1:6-8. 

Truly, "these light afflictions, which are but for a moment, 

work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 

while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 

which are not seen; for the things that are seen [the things of the 

present order] are temporal, but the things which are not seen [the 

glories to come] are eternal." – 2 Corinthians 4:17,18. 

"WILL YE ALSO GO AWAY?" 

Thus we are assured in the infallible Word of God that those 

who love the Lord, and who are to receive the Kingdom, will have 

their love tested by trials and temptations on the way to that 

Kingdom. Those who do not [R5500 : page 215] love the Lord 

with all their hearts, in whom self or some other idol has first 

place, will be seduced by the world, the flesh or the Devil into 

some form of rebellion against the Divine Word or the Divine 

providences. They will have schemes and theories which they 

will prefer to the Lord's Plan and the Lord's way; and their 

schemes when analyzed will usually be found to be based either 

upon selfishness or ambition or upon an evil spirit of envy, 

hatred, jealousy, etc. 
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The Lord's leading and the Lord's words lose their attraction 

to such, and they lose their interest correspondingly; and like 

those who turned away from the Master at His First Advent, and 

said, "This is a hard saying," so these also go away and "walk no 

more with Him." But some will continue to walk with the Lord; 

some will not be driven away nor decoyed from Him by the arts 

and wiles of the Evil One and his hosts. These are such as are at 

heart fully the Lord's, not their own; they will follow the Lamb 

of God, whithersoever He may lead, because they have no will 

except His will. They will follow Him through all the Narrow 

Way of discipline and trial in this life; and by and by, as He has 

assured them, "They shall walk with Me in white; for they are 

worthy." – Revelation 3:4. 

OUR UNFAILING SHELTER 

Nor will this choice company lack in number by reason of 

the falling away of some. It will be of the predestinated number 

which God arranged to constitute the Bride, the Lamb's Wife. The 

Father's foreknowledge made full allowance for all who would 

turn back, and He knew that the requisite number would follow 

on, to make their calling and election sure. These have learned 

that the call of the world, the promptings of the flesh, and the arts 

of the Adversary, are all snares and traps and pitfalls to drag them 

down to death. They have learned the sound of the true 

Shepherd's voice, and cannot be enticed by the voice of strangers. 

Precious children of the Lord, blessed are ye! Sheltered in 

the "secret place of the Most High" no evil shall befall thee, 

neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. "He shall give 

His angels charge concerning thee; they shall bear thee up in their 

hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone." How safe and 

secure are these! Though a thousand fall at their side, and ten 

thousand at their right hand, yet the plague shall not come nigh 
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them. They have "made the Most High their Habitation," and He 

will keep them from all harm. 

"Under His Wings I am safely abiding, 

Though the night deepens and tempests are wild; 

Still I can trust Him, I know He will keep me; 

He has redeemed me, and I am His child. 

 

"Under His Wings! What a refuge in sorrow! 

How the heart yearningly turns to His rest! 

Often when earth has no balm for my healing, 

Here I find comfort, and here I am blest. 

 

"Under His Wings! Oh, what precious enfolding! 

Here will I hide till life's trials are o'er; 

Sheltered, protected, no evil can harm me, 

Resting in Jesus, I'm safe evermore!" 

As the faithful disciples of the Master in the first Harvest 

realized a meaning in His teachings which others of the professed 

children of God could not appreciate, so now, at the Second 

Advent of the Lord, His words have a precious significance to 

those who are in heart-harmony with Him which none others can 

realize. And we see now, as at the First Advent, that some are 

stumbling and going back, while others are being drawn more 

closely to the Lord than ever, by means of the knowledge of His 

Plan which He is supplying. 

FEASTING IN THE BANQUET HALL 

As we draw nearer to the close of the Harvest, we shall not 

be surprised if the way become still narrower, still more difficult, 

and if the temptations to stumble and to fall become still more 

frequent. Let us then, dear brethren, be more and more on our 

guard against the wiles of the great Enemy of our souls, and 

against the deceptions of our own fallen nature. Let the perfect 
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love of God rule in your hearts, driving out self-love and world-

love, with their pride, ambition and folly. Let entire devotion to 

God bring into your hearts the promised fulness of joy and rest 

and peace. Be fruitful branches in the Vine, abiding ever in Him, 

responding to all the prunings of the great Husbandman with 

more abundant fruitage. 

If beguilements come to us, let us say with the Apostles of 

old: "Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal 

life." There is life nowhere else, and we wish to go nowhere else. 

We are feasting in the banquet hall of our Father's House, "and 

His banner over us is love!" We have an abundant supply: our 

table is richly laden. So we eat and go on our way rejoicing. We 

are nearing Home. We shall soon reach the last mile-stone in our 

journey! Then, with a song on our lips, let us press on! 

"Tempted and tried, whatever betide, 

In His secret pavilion His children shall hide. 

'Neath the shadowing wing of eternity's King, 

His children may trust, yea, His children may sing. 

 

"Tempted and tried, yet the Lord will abide 

Thy faithful Redeemer and Keeper and Guide, 

Thy shield and thy sword, thine exceeding reward; 

Then enough for the servant to be as his Lord. 

 

"Tempted and tried, the Savior who died 

Hath called thee to suffer – then reign by His side. 

If His cross thou wilt bear, His crown thou shalt wear, 

And forever and ever His glory shalt share." 
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