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"THE LORD THY GOD IS A FAITHFUL GOD"

""O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of His praise to
be heard; which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our
feet to be moved." — Psalm 66:8.9.

IN THIS Psalm the Prophet David calls upon all the world
to praise the Lord. In prophetic language he exclaims: "All the
earth shall worship Thee; they shall sing to Thy name!" Then he
recounts the wonderful manifestation of the Power of God in His
dealings with Israel; he calls upon the people to bless the Lord
and sound His praises abroad. Taking a retrospective view of the
dealings of Jehovah with His people, he continues: "For Thou, O
God, hast proved us, Thou hast tried us as silver is tried. Thou
broughtest us into the net; Thou laidst affliction upon our loins.
Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went through
fire and through water; but Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy
place!" —vs.10-12.

The Psalmist then declared that he would enter into the
house of the Lord, and would pay unto the Lord the vows which
he had made in the time of his trouble. He recounts the goodness
of God to himself. He tells that he had cried unto the Lord and
extolled His praises, that his prayers had been answered, and that
he had been lifted up and blessed and delivered. He calls upon
Israel to remember all the leadings of the Lord in their past history
and all His goodness to them as a people, and exhorts them to
sound forth the praises of His great name. God had brought the
people of Israel up out of bondage to Egypt; He had protected
them through all their wilderness journeyings and ever since.

King David reminds them that they had been kept alive, that
God had not permitted them to be exterminated — He had
"suffered not their feet to be moved." They were not vanquished
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by their enemies, so long as they had trusted and obeyed.
Subsequently, because of their disobedience and perversity, God
caused them to be carried away into captivity in Babylon. But this
was for their good, that He might prove them, and afterwards
bring them — all worthy ones — back into their own land.

LET SPIRITUAL ISRAEL SOUND HIS PRAISES!

But although this Psalm has a primary significance as relates
to Natural Israel, our thought is, in harmony with the applications
made by our Lord and the Apostles, that these words are even
more appropriate in their application to Spiritual Israel. The Lord
has brought us up out of the world. He has delivered us from the
great taskmaster, Satan. He has guided us through the wilderness
journey; He has fed us with the Manna from Heaven; He has
brought us forth the Water of Life from the great Rock of Ages
smitten for us, that we might drink and live. He has washed our
feet from the dust of our wilderness way. He has faithfully
disciplined and chastened us as His sons; He has gone before us
through all the toilsome march, and has been our Rearward as
well, to protect us from all danger and harm. If Natural Israel had
great cause for thankfulness and praise, what should
be our attitude, for all the marvelous manifestations of His love
and care for us, His Spiritual Israel! Truly, as no other people on
earth, [R5501 : page 216] past or present, can we praise our God!
With the poet we can say:

"He was better to me than all my hopes,

He was better than all my fears;

He made a bridge of my broken works,

And a rainbow of my tears!

The billows that guarded my sea-girt path

Carried my Lord on their crest;

When | dwell on the days of my wilderness march,
| can lean on His love for the rest.



"He emptied my hands of their treasured store,
And His covenant love revealed;

There was not a wound in my aching heart,
But the balm of His breath has healed.

Oh, tender and true was the chastening sore

In wisdom that taught and tried,

Till the soul He loved was trusting in Him,
And in nothing on earth beside!

"He guided my steps where | could not see,

By ways that | had not known;

The crooked was straight and the rough made plain,
As | followed the Lord alone.

| praise Him still for the pleasant palms,

For the water-springs by the way;

For the glowing pillar of flame by night,

And the guiding cloud by day.

"There is never a watch in the dreariest halt
But some promise of love endears;

| read from the past that the future shall be
Far better than all my fears.

Like the golden pot of the wilderness bread,
Laid up with the blossoming rod,

All safe in the Ark with the Law of the Lord,
In the Covenant care of my God!"

SOME FAITHFUL THROUGHOUT THE DARK AGES

Our God never fails His children: His name is Faithfulness!
He has never permitted His Church to be exterminated,
notwithstanding all the assaults of error and of the powers of
darkness. There are still true people of God in the world, and ever
have been. Throughout the Dark Ages, the great fact of our



Redeemer's sacrifice for sin was still held by some of the true
saints of the Lord. This precious truth was never completely lost
during those years of darkness and obscurity, and in God's due
time His Church emerged from the wilderness, "leaning upon the
arm of her Beloved." The light has since grown brighter and
brighter to the faithful, watching ones. And what a flood of glory
now shines upon the path of the saints!

"Looking back, we praise the way
God has led us day by day!"

The saints of God during the past centuries did not need
these additional blessings which are supplied to the faithful of
today, but their every need was supplied. We are living in the
days of the "cleansed Sanctuary." More Truth is now due than at
any time in the history of the Church. Truly, our Lord has
"brought us into His banqueting House, and His banner over us
is Love!" (Cant. 2:4.) Truly, "He holdeth our soul in life, and
suffereth not our feet to be moved," despite all the thousand
snares laid for our feet by the great Adversary and his servants —
many of them unwittingly serving him. We can see that long ago
we might have been overcome by the Adversary's attacks had not
our God been a Wall of Protection round about us.

HIS SAINTS SHALL NEVER BE MOVED

"Our lines have fallen unto us in pleasant places!" (Psalm
16:6.) But it is only the faithful who are thus kept. We are not to
understand that the Lord keeps any who do not themselves make
the proper effort to know the will of God that they may do it; it is
those who are following in the footsteps of Jesus, doing all in
their power to please the Lord as they are able to discern the way
wherein He would have them walk. These are today causing the
voice of His praise to be heard, and grace sufficient is their
portion. If the trials of faith, submission and trust shall be greater
in the near future than they have yet been, these faithful ones will
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not fall. Their feet shall not be moved, even though a host encamp
against them, and thousands fall at their side. [R5501 : page
217] "Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.” These will
be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might, even though
they be required for a time to follow where they cannot see.

Let us therefore go forward with good courage, knowing that
He who hath led us thus far will continue to lead. He who favored
us first will favor us last; and "He that is on our side is greater
than all they that be against us.” Thanks be to God that His grace
has preserved us, that He has kept us from falling, that so many
of us are still of one heart and one mind to go forward
unflinchingly, whatever the coming days may bring! If they shall
bring hardship and persecution, pain and trial, His grace will
uphold us still. If they shall bring us tests of faith and endurance,
His promises will not fail. Let our entire trust be centered in God.
Let us continue to rejoice in Him. "Let Him that glorieth, glory in
this, that he understandeth and knoweth Me, that | am the Lord,
which exerciseth loving kindness, judgment and righteousness in
the earth; for in these things do | delight, saith the Lord."
(Jeremiah 9:24.) Testings will be permitted to come upon the
people of God for the very purpose of sifting out all who are not
truly His. Then let us stand fast, knowing that He is faithful.
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