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CHRISTIAN LIBERTY BASED ON PRINCIPLE 

WE MUST never forget that our authorization to meet as 

brethren is the Master's Word: "Where two or three are gathered 

together in My name, there am I in the midst of them." (Matt. 

18:20.) As this is our charter-right for meeting as the Lord's people, 

we must concede an equal right under it to all of God's people who 

may choose to meet in His name at any place and at any time. We 

should remember the Bible illustration of this principle: On one 

occasion the twelve disciples had returned from a preaching tour, 

and St. John said to Jesus, "Master, we saw one casting out devils 

in Thy name; and we forbade him, because he followeth not with 

us. And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not; for he that is not 

against us is for us." (Luke 9:49,50.) This one forbidden by John 

would correspond well with some now holding meetings other than 

those which we attend. What did Jesus say? "Forbid him not; for 

there is no man which shall do a miracle in My name that can 

lightly speak evil of Me." – Mark 9:38-40. 

Here is a general principle which will serve to guide, to 

instruct God's people of today respecting His will in similar 

matters. We, of course, think our arrangements most pleasing to 

the Lord, or we would not have them so. If others think differently, 

the responsibility is with them and with the Lord. It is not for us to 

forbid them, but it is for the Lord to bless them or not to bless them, 

according to His wisdom in the management of His work. 

Some one may suggest, Would not this thought, acted upon, 

break up the meetings of the Lord's people into very small classes? 

We reply that this must depend upon the brethren themselves. They 

have the right to meet in twos and threes or in larger numbers. If 

they can find it to their advantage to meet in larger groups, no 

doubt they will be glad to do so. This means a great deal of liberty 
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in the Church within the lines of the word and spirit of Jesus' 

teaching, directly and through His Apostles. 

Brethren meeting as a class should understand that in so doing 

they properly waive, or make void, some of their personal liberties 

and privileges. Individual preferences are to be more or less 

subjected to class preferences. Even the majority of the class 

should be considerate of the wishes of the minority, and if possible, 

should moderate the arrangements, so that all can be 

accommodated and pleased in respect to speakers, and in respect 

to place and character of meetings. No one should selfishly 

consider merely his own preferences and welfare. The spirit of co-

operation, the Golden Rule, the spirit of love, should prevail. And 

as this is true, all those filled with the Spirit of the Master and living 

close to Him will find fellowship one with another in yielding 

personal preferences in the interest of the whole number. 

CONSCIENCE TO BE RESPECTED 

The only things that may not be yielded to the will of the 

majority are matters of conscience. No one is to do [R5502 : page 

219] what he believes to be sin, injustice, wrong, even though all 

the remainder of the brethren think it right. And no one is to leave 

undone what his conscience dictates, even though so directed by 

all the remainder of the brethren of the class. 

Conscience is always to be respected – never to be throttled 

or violated. Nor is any one who stands faithful to his conscience to 

be disesteemed therefor by his brethren, even if their consciences 

view the matter differently. On the contrary, his courage in 

standing by his convictions is to be considered estimable. 

On these principles liberty may be maintained in the Body of 

Christ; and we shall find blessing in proportion as those of one 

mind can fellowship with each other. Where fellowship is not 

maintained, the assembling is neither desirable nor in harmony 
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with the Divine arrangement. But where the brethren find it 

advantageous to meet in different classes, it will usually be found, 

we believe, that originally too great restraint of personal liberty 

was exercised, and that the majority were too careless of the 

sentiments of the brethren constituting the minority. 

But even where it may be found necessary or desirable to have 

more than one gathering of the Lord's people in one city, it 

certainly still is true that they should have one heart and one mind, 

and be of one brotherhood under the Anointed Head. They should 

consider each other's interests, and do all in their power "to 

provoke one another to love and to good works." – Hebrews 10:24. 
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