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JEHOVAH'S ABIDING PRESENCE WITH HIS PEOPLE 

"My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest." 

– EXODUS 33:14. 

THE children of Israel had come out of Egypt; they had crossed 

the Red Sea, and had come to Mount Sinai. Moses had gone up into 

the Mount, had received the tables of the Law, and had come down 

and found the nation in idolatry, worshipping the golden calf which 

they had made. While Moses was still in the Mount, the Lord had 

told him that Israel had already turned aside from the true God to 

idols, and was offering sacrifice to a molten calf as the god who had 

brought them forth out of Egypt; and He instructed Moses to go 

down to the people. The wrath of God was hot against them, and He 

proposed to Moses that He consume them and make of him a great 

nation. But Moses besought the Lord for Israel, and the Lord was 

entreated of him and spared the nation from annihilation, and 

promised him that he should still be their leader. 

Then Moses went down from the Mount. He realized that Israel 

had grievously sinned, and his anger was kindled against them. He 

cast down the tables of the Law, which were in his hands, and broke 

them, when he saw and heard the dancing and feasting and shouting 

around the idol which they had set up for themselves. Here was a 

nation delivered by God from Egyptian bondage. The Red Sea had 

opened for them to pass over, by the power of Jehovah. They had 

also received various blessings along their way, notable proofs of 

Divine guidance. Yet in spite of all this, here was rebellion and 

idolatry! What could he expect of a people who had so little 

appreciation of God, that they were quickly turned aside? Even 

Moses' own brother, Aaron, led astray by the insistence of the 

people, felt it necessary to co-operate with them in the making of the 

golden calf. 
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Then Moses took the calf which they had made, and burned it 

in fire, ground it to powder, scattered it upon the water and 

compelled the children of Israel to drink of it. He reproved Aaron, 

and then stood in the gate of the camp and said to all the people, 

"Who is on Jehovah's side? Let him come unto me. And all the sons 

of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. And he said unto 

them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Put every man his sword 

by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, 

and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and 

every man his neighbor. And the children of Levi did according to 

the word of Moses; and there fell of the people that day about three 

thousand men." – Exodus 32:26-28. 

MOSES' CRY AND ITS ANSWER 

The day following, Moses explained to the people how great 

was the sin of which they had been guilty and told them that he 

would go to the Lord in prayer, if peradventure he might make 

atonement for their sin. Then he went to the Lord in earnest 

supplication, pleading that if God would not forgive His people, He 

would also blot out his name from His book. But God answered, 

"Whosoever hath sinned against Me, him will I blot out of My 

book." He promised to send His angel before Moses, but assured 

him that He was not yet through dealing with Israel for their iniquity. 

He instructed Moses to tell them of their stiffneckedness and to 

command them in His name to put off their ornaments, that He might 

know what course He would pursue with them. 

The people obeyed God. They laid aside their ornaments, and 

humbled themselves and worshipped the Lord. Moses, heavy of 

heart, felt that unless God would in some special way give him the 

necessary wisdom and grace for the great task of leading so perverse 

a people into the inheritance which the Lord had promised them if 

they would serve Him, he would be utterly insufficient for the 

undertaking. So he again appealed to God in earnest prayer. He told 
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Him of his trepidation and his earnest desire for His sustaining help 

and His presence with him in all the way, pleading, This is too great 

a work for me! 

Then the Lord assured Moses that He would go with him, that 

he should have His presence throughout the entire journey to the 

Promised Land; for he had found grace in His sight. He said, "My 

presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest." Moses then 

besought the Lord, "Show me Thy glory." It was here that God put 

Moses into the cleft of a rock and covered him with His hand while 

He passed by and let Moses see His glory from behind, saying, "No 

man can see My face and live." 

When God speaks of His presence with His servants we are not 

to think of His being with them in His bodily presence, but by His 

Spirit and through His angelic messengers, sustaining, blessing and 

guiding them. He protects them from whatever will harm them. He 

watches over their every interest and tenderly cares for them. 

IDEA OF GOD'S OMNIPRESENCE AN ERROR 

It is a common, but erroneous, thought that God is actually 

present in person everywhere. We do not understand the Scriptures 

to so teach. This generally prevailing error that God is everywhere 

present in person, and at the same time, has led many to think of 

Him as being not a person at all, but merely an influence. We 

understand the Bible presentation of the matter to be that God has a 

personal, bodily presence, aside from the power and influence which 

He exerts; and that He has a central seat of government, where He 

resides. 

"Heaven is My Throne, the earth is My footstool," says 

Jehovah. The One who has His seat in Heaven and whose footstool 

is the earth is a great God! But this is, of course, a forceful figure of 

speech, showing His all-embracing power and control. God does not 

actually sit in a certain part of His Universe and have His literal feet 
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in another part. The language of Scripture accommodates itself to 

the mind of man, and speaks of God as if He possessed the same 

bodily members as humanity. But actually we know not what a spirit 

body is like. "It doth not yet appear," even to the saints of the Lord 

who are still in the flesh. 

We understand that the bodily presence of Jehovah is in 

Heaven. Everything in the Bible teaches us that He is very great – 

infinite in power. We read that "the Lord looketh down from 

Heaven; He beholdeth all the sons of men. From the place of His 

habitation He looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth." (Psalm 

33:13,14.) He has beheld men in their distress, and has provided for 

their deliverance "in due time." But we should clearly distinguish 

between this thought of God's looking down from Heaven and the 

thought that He is personally present on earth. We can see a mile 

off, or five miles off, by the power of our sight. We can be a hundred 

or more feet away and be present by the power of our voice; or aided 

by the modern invention of the telephone, we can be present by our 

voice several hundred miles away. In that sense of the word the Lord 

is present everywhere throughout His mighty Universe, and His 

power can be exerted everywhere. He has means by which He can 

be cognizant of all earthly affairs and of matters pertaining to all His 

great domain. 

We have these powers only to a very limited extent. The 

telegraph, the telephone, the telescope, etc., are all means by which 

our presence, power and influence are extended to a certain degree; 

but our powers are limited to this small planet, except as we further 

extend them by means of prayer, and thus set in motion influences 

whose [R5548 : page 296] extent we are not now able to fathom. 

But this latter privilege is only for a few at present. Not many thus 

have access to the Power which controls the Universe. And these 

who have the privilege of coming to the mighty King of Heaven may 

come only in His appointed way, subject to the conditions which He 

has made. 
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We can place no limitations upon the power of Jehovah. The 

inventions of this Time of the End, which have increased our powers 

of communication, and so have united all parts of the globe, give us 

but a very faint conception of the infinite powers of the Almighty 

God. These inventions, we believe, will continue to increase and 

multiply through the incoming Age, thus adding more and more to 

the powers and blessings of mankind. These will give mankind a 

greater and greater appreciation of the majesty, glory and might of 

their Creator as they come to know Him as He is and to worship 

Him in spirit and in truth. Yet no human mind, even in perfection, 

will be able to comprehend the Mighty Maker of the Universe. 

GOD'S GUIDANCE THROUGH THE WILDERNESS 

So God promised Moses that His presence, His power and 

sustaining grace should go with him all the way. He wished Him to 

understand that he was not to perform his great work alone, without 

all-sufficient backing. "I will be with you," was the promise. The 

Lord's presence was indeed with the children of Israel in a very 

marked manner – continually with them from the time they crossed 

the Red Sea, guiding by blessings or by chastisements, as they 

should need. He was with them in the pillar of cloud by day and the 

pillar of fire by night, and by His presence in the Shekinah glory 

which covered the Mercy-seat in the Most Holy of the Tabernacle. 

After the Tabernacle was set up by God's instruction, these 

manifestations of His presence, His power and His watchful care 

never failed. The pillar of cloud and of fire guided their journeyings; 

and when these rested, it was an indication from God that they were 

to abide where they were until the pillar of cloud or fire again moved 

from its place. 

Moses had said to the Lord, "If Thy presence go not with us, 

send us not up hence" – this is too great a task for any man to 

accomplish alone. But if Thy presence will continue with us, if I can 

be shown Thy will and be continually directed by Thee, then I will 
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be able to lead this people through the wilderness journey to the land 

of Canaan. Frequently the Lord spoke to Moses through the 

Tabernacle. Thus we see that the promise of His presence with him 

was fulfilled. The Lord gave him rest. He lived to be one hundred 

and twenty years old, yet was not his strength impaired nor his eye 

dim. We remember that there was a time when Moses realized that 

the work of judging the people was too great for him. He took the 

matter to the Lord, and seventy judges were then chosen to share his 

burden. The matters that were too difficult for them they brought to 

Moses. He went to God with all his difficulties and burdens and he 

had continual blessing. 

THE LESSON TO SPIRITUAL ISRAEL 

The experiences of Natural Israel have very important lessons 

for Israel according to the Spirit. A people originally a part of the 

world, we have been invited to come out from the world and to 

journey to a new Country, to come into a Heavenly inheritance. We 

are marching toward the glorious Kingdom promised us if we are 

faithful. There are trials and difficulties along the way. But our God 

has promised us, as He promised Moses His servant, that His 

presence shall go with us. Sometimes He seems to withdraw from 

us and to leave us to ourselves; but He does not really do so. He tests 

our loyalty and our faith in Him by withholding the sense of His 

presence at times. 

Shall we, then, like Israel of old, conclude that God is no more 

with us, and turn again to the gods we formerly worshiped – gods of 

wealth or of pleasure, gods worshiped by the nations around us? 

Shall we give ourselves up to revelry, worldly merry-making and 

sin? Shall we forget all the way by which our God has led us, all the 

great deliverances which the past of our lives have recorded? 

Shall anything – either "tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword, or life, or death, or things 

present, or things to come, or any other thing in creation, be able to 
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separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord?" 

Surely not! 

The closer we live to the Lord, and the greater our faith, the 

more we shall realize the Divine direction, and the more we shall 

make use of the means He has provided for our strengthening and 

upholding. We may call upon Him in time of trouble; we may go to 

Him in prayer; and He never fails those who put their trust in Him 

and earnestly seek to walk in His appointed way. This being true, 

we may go forth upon our journey in perfect trust and confidence. 

Having consecrated our all to the Lord, we are to seek for His 

guidance, for His presence is with us, in all the affairs of our life. 

Few have such mighty burdens to carry as Moses had. But all 

of God's children have burdens to bear, and important 

responsibilities are resting upon each of us who have taken upon us 

the vows of our God. Each member of the Body of Christ, the true 

Israel of God, is privileged to have the continual guidance of the 

Lord in every experience of our wilderness journey. Heavenly 

Manna is furnished for our daily sustenance. The Water of Life 

flows out to us for our daily refreshing, from the smitten Rock of 

Ages. Our Father's chastening rod restrains us when we are in 

danger, or when we wander into any forbidden path. How lovingly 

He brings us back into the right way, and heals our wounds, and 

graciously forgives our stumblings and weaknesses! Surely we may 

have implicit confidence in our Heavenly Guide. Thus we may rest 

in Him and be kept in perfect peace. Our hearts can truly exclaim 

with the poet: 

"He has guided my steps where I could not see, 

By ways that I had not known; 

The crooked was straight and the rough made plain 

As I followed the Lord alone. 

I praise His name for the pleasant palms 

And the water-springs by the way; 
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For the glowing pillar of fire by night, 

And the sheltering cloud by day. 

 

"There is light for me on the trackless wild 

As the wonders of old I trace, 

When the God of the whole earth went before 

To search me a resting place! 

Hath He changed for me? Nay, He changeth not; 

He will bring me by some new way, 

Through fire and flood and each crafty foe, 

As safely as yesterday." 

He who so faithfully cared for Israel after the flesh, who were 

a perverse and fickle people, will surely care more abundantly for 

His true, Spiritual Israel, who love Him supremely and are daily 

seeking more fully to know His will that they may do it. 

The Apostle Paul, in warning Spiritual Israel not to fall after the 

same example of unbelief of Natural Israel, and thus lose their hold 

on the Lord, says, "We who have believed do enter 

into rest." (Hebrews 4:3.) It was unbelief that led to the 

disobedience and perversity of Israel after the flesh, and that led to 

their final rejection by the Lord as His favored people, to whom 

should apply the most precious promises. They have lost forever as 

a nation the special place of favor which was theirs by inheritance. 

What a lesson this should be to Spiritual [R5548 : page 297] Israel! 

And yet we see that today the great mass of Spiritual Israel are 

falling "after the same example of unbelief." And they, too, will lose 

the chief place of favor, which was offered them when it was taken 

from unbelieving Natural Israel. Only a faithful "remnant" of both 

Natural and Spiritual Israel will gain the great inheritance held out 

to them by the Lord. 
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THE GLORIOUS INHERITANCE OF SPIRITUAL                 

ISRAEL 

Those who prove faithful during the present Dispensation shall 

inherit the most precious things which God has to offer, the secret 

things which were for ages kept hidden, but are now revealed to the 

true saints of God. The faithful of past ages shall inherit the earth as 

rulers and princes over mankind, during the glorious Reign of 

Messiah. Gathered to these will be Natural Israel then living. They 

shall have a rich heritage. What remains for them in the ages of glory 

to follow, we may not know with certainty, but it will be a blessed 

portion, we may be sure. 

The faithful of the present Age have been raised to "sit in 

Heavenly places with Christ Jesus" – "the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah." These faithful ones are the twelve tribes of Israel who are to 

reign with Him. These – only a Little Flock, in all 144,000 – are of 

the faithful remnant of Natural Israel, who were gathered at the 

beginning of this Gospel Age, and the faithful remnant from the 

Gentile Church of this Age. (Revelation 7:4-8; 14:1-5.) These have 

"the peace of God which passeth all understanding," and which none 

others can know. "My peace I give unto you," whispers the Master 

to these. We have a rest of faith now; and we are assured that we 

who have entered into this rest shall in due time, if we faint not, enter 

into the complete "rest that remaineth for the people of God." This 

rest we shall enter into when we experience our glorious "change" 

in the First Resurrection, when we are transformed in body and 

made like our Lord, and shall see and know as we are now seen and 

known of God. We shall then be blessed with the exceeding glory 

which He has promised – immortality, His own nature – and a seat 

with our Savior in His Throne. 

The God of Israel is indeed ever present with His true people. 

He never forgets us, but is constantly looking out for our interests, 

guarding us in every time of danger, providing for our every need, 
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both temporal and spiritual, whatever is best for the interest of the 

New Creature. [R5549 : page 297] He reads every thought of our 

hearts; He marks every impulse of devotion and love to Him; He 

shapes all the influences surrounding our lives for our disciplining 

and refining, and hearkens to our every cry for aid and comfort and 

sympathy and fellowship with Him. He is never for even a moment 

forgetful or off guard. "He that keepeth Israel neither slumbers nor 

sleeps." (Psalm 121.) If we call Him in the busy hours of the day, or 

in the silent watches of the night, He is near to uphold and sustain 

and protect, whether we can realize His presence at all times or not. 

How blessed the assurance of such constant, abiding care and 

faithfulness! No real child of God is devoid of these evidences of his 

precious relationship to the Father – the God of Israel. And the saints 

who have been called with the Heavenly Calling, and are faithfully 

responding, are His true Israel in the highest sense, heirs of all His 

choicest promises. How goodly a heritage is ours! 
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