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"LEST WE FORGET!" 

"Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man 

shall see the Lord." – Hebrews 12:14. 

ALTHOUGH the Lord's people are counseled by the Lord's 

Word to be peacemakers, and to pursue peace, nevertheless they are 

forewarned that they must fight. On the surface these injunctions 

seem paradoxical. It seems strange that we should be admonished to 

be peacemakers and then be told that we are to fight. These 

conflicting statements may be harmonized however. If we are loyal 

to the Lord and to His cause, our loyalty will bring us into opposition 

with whatever is contrary to God. It is not that we are to strive with 

people; but the very fact that we are counseled to be peacemakers 

implies that there will be opposition. 

How is it that when one wishes to do right and is doing this to 

the best of his ability he meets with opposition? It was so with our 

Master. Although He was perfect, yet He had opposition. We need 

not be surprised, then, if we who are imperfect should have similar 

experiences. What did Jesus do to cause people to do evil toward 

Him? He did only good and sought to bless all. His loyalty to the 

Father, however, made it a necessity for Him to rebuke sin and error. 

This brought upon Him the antagonism of those who upheld these 

sins and errors. The darkness hates the light because it is a constant 

rebuke to the darkness. 

Then we not only have the opposition of the spirit of the world, 

but also the opposition of our own fallen flesh and the virulent 

opposition of the great Adversary and his hosts. What a power this 

all means! At one time in our lives we did not know what it meant 

to have the opposition of the world, the flesh and the Devil; but we 

are learning what this means, dear brethren. Our great Adversary is 

a very wily foe, and is on the alert to seize every opportunity to 
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ensnare and entrap us, to put our enemies in antagonism against us, 

and to stir up all kinds of persecution and opposition. One might 

think that Satan would be satisfied to have taken the wrong course 

himself; and that he would ere now have been ready to say, "I have 

had enough of it." Why does he not say this? It is because he is so 

implacable a foe to God and to all that is good. He has so hardened 

his heart to all that is holy that he cannot be renewed to repentance, 

to change about and take an opposite course. 

LET US TAKE WARNING FROM SATAN'S                       

COURSE 

What a solemn warning this should be to us to resist stoutly and 

unequivocally the very beginnings of sin, to resist the approach of 

temptation to be disloyal to God in the slightest degree, by hastening 

to the Throne of Grace in every time of danger! The Adversary's 

designs seem to be especially against the saints of God. He 

steadfastly opposes all those who desire to walk in the footsteps of 

Jesus, rather than those who walk according to the course of this 

world; for the latter are already more or less under his control. He 

does not seek to run after them or seek to entrap them. All he needs 

to do is to keep them from the light. – 2 Cor. 4:4. 

Satan does not wish the glorious light of God's goodness to 

shine into men's hearts; for wherever the light of Truth goes it brings 

a transformation. We become changed men and women as soon as 

the Truth shines into our hearts; and this transformation goes on day 

by day. When Satan sees this, he exerts all his power to blind the 

one who has gotten out from under his domination, and to weave his 

web around him again. When the fly begins to struggle to escape, 

the spider at once proceeds to strengthen the web around him. If the 

fly escapes the snare, the spider will again entrap him, if possible. 

But in spite of the foes with which we have to contend, the foes 

without and within, we are perfectly safe so long as we keep close 

to the Master. Stronger and greater is He that is on our part than all 
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they that are against us. We have learned something of the character 

of our Heavenly Friend. At first we saw that God was a great Being, 

deserving of our reverence; but now we are coming to see more and 

more how just He is, how wise He is, how loving and lovely He is. 

As we come to thus appreciate His glorious character, it inspires 

within us a great desire to be like Him, and we find that the 

injunction of Scripture is that we should be like our Father in 

Heaven. Jesus was like Him, and we are instructed to become copies 

of God's dear Son. "Be ye followers of us," said the Apostle, "even 

as we are followers of Christ." 

SELF OUR SPECIAL BATTLE-GROUND 

We are now God's special representatives in the world, fighting 

a good fight of faith against sin and evil, especially in ourselves. We 

are not at all commissioned to clean up the world. The Bible gives 

us no such instructions. The Lord will use us to do this work by and 

by, when we reach the Kingdom. We cannot now quite get ahead of 

the evil that we find in our own flesh, and so we need to turn our 

forces against sin entrenched in our mortal bodies. We need to 

exercise great care lest, while we preach to others, we ourselves 

should become castaways. What a thought that is, that, after having 

told others about God, His love, His power and His salvation in 

Christ, we should ourselves become castaways from this glorious 

salvation! [R5923 : page 212] 

As New Creatures we should be very vigilant, should continue 

to grow, should increase in power to overcome the flesh. Then we 

shall be safe. Self is to be our special battle-ground. Many of the 

Lord's people have a great deal of natural combativeness. This is a 

good trait if controlled and turned in the right direction. 

Combativeness is necessary, or we could never overcome. But we 

need to restrain ourselves that we do not fight the brethren; and we 

are not to enter into a personal combat with the Devil. We are no 

match for him. But we are to resist him. The Lord will soon take 
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hold of him and bind him up for a thousand years. He will conquer 

the Adversary and will undo all his works. But it will require the 

entire thousand years to accomplish fully that work. We need not 

hope to overthrow Satan or his works while we are in the flesh. It is 

not our mission. What the Lord has given us to do is to conquer 

ourselves, to control this body which is of the fallen race of Adam, 

to keep ourselves that that Wicked One touch us not. – 1 John 5:18. 

We all have natural inclinations toward sin. It is necessary, 

therefore, that we overcome the inclinations of the flesh, the 

disposition of the flesh – all these things that war against the Spirit. 

From the moment that we surrendered ourselves to the Lord and 

were begotten of the Holy Spirit, we were New Creatures. Old things 

have passed away, and all things have become new. We no longer 

belong to the old family, the family of Adam; we are an entirely new 

creation. We have passed from death unto life, from condemnation 

to death in Adam to a new life in Christ. The continuation of this 

new life will depend [R5924 : page 212] upon our faithfulness as 

children of God. We must show our loyalty to the Lord by resisting 

everything that pertains to the old life. 

SCRIPTURAL ENCOURAGEMENTS TO COME                  

OFTEN TO GOD 

None of us can fully do the things that we would. Some are 

more and some less fallen by nature. If we think we are succeeding 

fully, it is because we are more or less blind to our own deficiencies. 

We would do perfectly, but we cannot. But by fighting a good fight, 

we are to prove to the Lord that we are doing the best we can. We 

are not merely to make a little effort, but are to put forth all our 

strength, which will be supplemented by the grace of the Lord. If, 

then, in spite of our best efforts we come short, as we surely shall, 

what then? "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all 

sin." 
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Thus we are to continue "without spot or wrinkle or any such 

thing." This does not mean that we are to keep from ever getting any 

spot or wrinkle upon our garments; for we could not avoid so doing. 

But God's wonderful arrangement is that we may come to Him and 

claim the merit of the blood of the Savior who died for us. We need 

not permit a spot or wrinkle to remain so as to blemish our glorious 

wedding robe. When we first came into the Father's family we 

received merit to cover all our past sins; but we have weaknesses 

and sins of the present, and we need the blood for these also. Thus 

the Lord has provided for our need. With this knowledge of the love 

of the Father and of our Lord Jesus, we are to come boldly – 

courageously – to the Throne of Heavenly Grace. 

Some may feel that it is rather presumptuous to come thus to 

the Lord for continual cleansing from all earthly defilement, for the 

forgiveness of our daily unwitting transgressions. But we are 

instructed to the contrary by the Apostle. We need the 

encouragement of God's Word thus to come to the Lord to be 

forgiven. The flesh says, "Do not go very often to the Throne of 

Grace." When we first made a mistake it was comparatively easy to 

take it to the Lord. We came without much difficulty, or perhaps 

without any. We told the Lord that our transgression was not wilful, 

and that we were sorry; and we realized His forgiveness. But the 

second time it was not so easy; and it becomes more difficult the 

oftener we have to come, every time we sin. We told Him at first 

that we would try to be more careful; yet we continued perhaps to 

come short of the standard which we recognized. So we were 

tempted not to come to God with the matter. 

NEVER PRESUME UPON GOD'S MERCY 

We all need to refresh our minds with the promises for our 

encouragement in continuing to come for mercy and grace to help 

in every time of need. Thus we are made stronger for the difficulties 

of the future. We are not, however, to presume upon the mercy of 
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the Lord by becoming measurably careless as to our words and 

thoughts and deeds; for if the Lord sees anything of this spirit, He 

will not readily forgive us and restore us to favor. He will withhold 

the assurance of His forgiveness; and we may come to Him again 

and again before we realize the sense of His love and blessing. This 

will make us more careful not to be thus derelict another time. 

The condition of those who fail to keep their record clean 

before the Lord is a very sad one. After the first or second offense 

they say to themselves, "I cannot go to the Lord again; I will go to 

sleep and forget it." They wake up in the morning out of harmony 

with God. But they think, "Well, I cannot help it." At night the 

thought that all is not right with the Lord comes again. "I know that 

I have had plenty of difficulties today and more failures; but I cannot 

go to God. It is of no use." So the breach widens. They forget the 

great mercy of the Lord. They forget that He has said, "Like as a 

father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him; for 

He knoweth our frame, He remembereth that we are dust." 

This is a wrong course, fraught with extreme danger. We 

should clean up our accounts with the Lord every day. We should 

retire every night just as we should wish to do if we knew that we 

would not wake up in the flesh. In the morning before we arise our 

first thought should be, "How can I please the Lord today and be 

helpful to others, and especially how can I overcome myself?" Some 

who fail to take advantage of the grace offered for every time of 

need gradually get so far off from the Lord that by and by they 

scarcely think about it any longer. They have a reverence for God, 

but they do not love Him. He is not close to them, and they know it. 

They know the right way, but they feel that they cannot walk in it. 

They realize that they have spots on their robe, but they try to put 

the thought behind them. If this course continues, where will it end? 

These are not the things to put behind us. The things that the 

Lord has forgiven should be put behind us; but the things for which 

6



we have not sought forgiveness should trouble us until they are 

settled. It is not a good plan to wait until evening to go to the Lord 

if we realize that we have displeased Him. If we can go to our closet 

at once, we should do so. If not, we might close our eyes for a 

moment and get into communication with our Father in Heaven 

through the merits of our Savior. Let us keep in constant touch with 

the Lord, and tell Him about all our affairs, our mistakes, our 

unwitting trespasses. There are probably many trespasses committed 

by us that we do not recognize. But daily application for the blood 

of cleansing will keep our garments clean and white. 

CARELESS ONES UNFIT FOR THE KINGDOM 

Those who get spots upon their robes and leave them there will 

not be fit for the Kingdom of God; for the Bride of Christ will be 

composed of only those who will be "without spot or wrinkle or any 

such thing." Jesus is [R5924 : page 213] to present this class 

blameless and unreprovable before the Father. They did not walk 

perfectly, without a blemish; but they were careful to keep their 

garments unspotted by going often to the Lord. They let nothing 

keep them away. This is the spirit of the Bride class. We each wish 

to be of that class, dear friends. If any of us are not sure just now as 

to our standing with the Lord, let us make haste to go to Him and 

see that the record is cleared by our dear Redeemer and Advocate. 

Let us not wait, but go at once. 

The faithful class is pictured to us in Revelation 7:3,4 and 14:1-

5. These are the 144,000 who have the Father's name in their 

foreheads. They sing the new song, which none can sing but these 

144,000. Oh, we long to be among them! We cannot afford to be 

anywhere else. The outcome is all in our own hands whether we 

succeed or fail, after God has given us His Holy Spirit. It will be our 

own fault if we miss the Kingdom. There will be no blame to attach 

to the Lord; for He has arranged for our continual cleansing day by 

day. His grace is provided for us at every step of the way; and His 
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loving, protecting providences are continually about us if we are 

trustful and obedient to the best of our ability. 

The other class who allow spots to accumulate upon their robes, 

is a "great multitude, whose number no man knoweth." (Revelation 

7:9); that is, they are not of an ordained or fixed number as is the 

Bride class. These must through great tribulation wash their robes, 

all spotted and soiled, in the blood of the Lamb. These will then 

stand before the Throne, will serve God day and night in His 

Temple. The Bride class will be The Temple; or, in another figure, 

they will be seated upon the Messianic Throne with their Lord and 

Bridegroom. These different figures give different phases of the 

honored position and work of the Body of Christ in glory. These are 

spoken of as wearing crowns, the others as merely carrying palm 

branches, indicating final victory. 

How glad we are that our dear Heavenly Father has mercifully 

provided for those who through lack of sufficient zeal and 

faithfulness lose the "Prize of the High Calling"! We rejoice that 

even the "foolish virgins" do not lose all, but will through tears and 

travail of soul yet come wholly back to the Lord. They will finish 

their course in death. Theirs is an enforced destruction of the flesh. 

Although they covenanted to sacrifice it willingly yet they failed to 

do so. They love the Lord and love righteousness, but not 

sufficiently to be thoroughly loyal and faithful; and so they must be 

severely scourged, that their spirits may be saved in the Day of the 

Lord Jesus. 

EARNEST EXHORTATION TO FAITHFULNESS 

No one has been called of God to the Great Company class. 

"We are all called in one hope of our calling." Let us then walk with 

the Lord in white every day, dear brethren and sisters. Let us keep 

our robes spotless. It is easier to get spots on them than to get the 

spots off, and each spot will be more difficult than the previous one. 

We understand spots to be the result of a measure of carelessness. 
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"It is impossible for me to keep my robe from ever getting spotted," 

you say, "but I am very thankful that the Lord has provided a way 

whereby the spots may be removed when I earnestly apply for the 

cleansing." 

Each experience of this kind should make us more humble, 

more careful, more alive to our weaknesses and more watchful to 

avoid getting spots on our white robes. Otherwise the Lord will 

chastise us by withholding for a time His peace, lest we think that 

we may be careless, and then may have the spot removed without 

any trouble. The Lord wishes us to realize that this is no light matter. 

Then let us each be very faithful, that we may soon hear the Master's 

sweet "Well done!" 
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